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Moving Forward with the Seasons
Fall is a beautiful time in Michigan, and I think this fall will be no exception. As our
staff members at the Institute continue to traverse the
landscape with the coronavirus still present, our goal
is to remain true to our mission while being mindful
of our situation. That has meant continuing to offer
virtual programs while also offering in-person events. To
date, those in-person events have centered on outdoor
activities such as self-guided walks and guided hikes.
This fall we hope to offer more in-person programs
while still offering the virtual option. Our very talented
Community Program Manager Ellen Holste has scheduled
a workshop for growing mushrooms for October 23 and
Lunch and Learns in October and November. In addition,
Barb Matyasic, our equally talented and dedicated
marketing coordinator, has been busy recruiting artisans
for our popular Holiday Gift Show, which is scheduled for
November 14.

Executive Director Michelle Skedgell

These may be small steps, but steps nonetheless in our efforts to help connect you with
nature and share its wonders with you, always working to build upon our mission to inspire
appreciation and stewardship of our environment. We know the social connection enjoyed
while visiting the Institute for a program or event such as the Holiday Gift Show or a brunch
is also an essential aspect of our mission. Our recent fundraiser, A Latesummer Night’s
Green, held outside on a beautiful August evening, was a refreshing and inspiring night of
camaraderie. Bringing like-minded people together—people who believe in supporting a
healthy environment—is as important to us as bringing speakers and workshops on critical
environmental issues.
Of course, as the coronavirus situation changes, we will monitor it and adjust our
programming as needed. We hope that this fall not only brings with it the beautiful reds
and golds of the changing season but also a move to more opportunities to connect
personally with those we serve. To all of us at the Institute, that is what getting back to
normal really means.
And, another thing to look forward to—our first Brunch in a year and a half will be on
Sunday, December 5. I can’t wait!
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Biological Field Station Update
Developing Students and Protecting Water: An Update on the Cedar Creek Watershed Management Plan
Two years ago the Institute strategically initiated a process of
increasing work on conservation issues throughout the larger
landscape. This shift in focus has involved several programs and
outreach, the largest of which is the Cedar Creek Watershed
Management Plan. In 2019 the Institute applied for and
received a grant from the Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to develop a watershed
management plan for Cedar Creek. Watershed management
plans are part of Section 319 funding that originates at the
federal level to protect and improve surface waters. These funds
are distributed to the states which then distribute the funds
through a granting process to local organizations. There are
two types of projects: planning and implementation. Planning
grants, like the one that the Institute was awarded, fund local
organizations to develop a watershed management plan. This
document identifies sources of water pollution in the watershed
and makes recommendations as to how best to address those
issues. After a plan is developed, organizations can apply for
implementation grants. These grants provide funding for further
testing, education projects, land protection, stream restoration,
and other projects to improve water quality.

and be sure to fill it out if you live within the Cedar Creek watershed!
Other projects include education, an ordinance review, and a
wetland conservation survey. Additionally, there is another year
of agricultural data that needs to be collected, and Institute staff
will be driving around the watershed looking at both fall tillage and
spring planting practices for the coming season.

Significantly, the Institute has been able to integrate this
planning grant into our summer research program by hiring
two student field technicians each of the past two years to
help collect data for the watershed management plan. Hiring
students not only helps with data collection, but it also provides
the students unique work experience. They develop skills
and gain practical experience in watershed management and
build their professional network. The student field technicians
work primarily on field data collection, including performing
a standardized stream assessment at six different locations
along Cedar Creek, collecting water samples for nutrient and
bacterial analysis, and surveying the watershed for agricultural
practices and potential sources of pollution. They conclude
their experience by writing up draft portions of the watershed
management plan.

In July donors to the
biological field station
and the 2021 endowment
campaign were invited
to meet this summer’s
research students, at the
Jones House, which was
donated to the Institute by
Alice and the late Kensinger
Jones and is currently
Students introduce themselves and talk about home to Executive Director
their projects.
Michelle Skedgell, her
husband Steve, and her dog Rhea. Against the backdrop of the
idyllic natural landscape, guests enjoyed learning more about the
students and their projects—and a selection of treats from the
charcuterie boards, including homemade pickles. The pickles were
so popular, Chef Dan decided to share the recipe, so you can make
them at home!

Based on data collected over the past two years, Cedar Creek
has good water quality and the surrounding watershed helps
to protect the creek. There is good habitat in the stream for
wildlife as well as good corridors to help protect the stream from
erosion. The many wetlands associated with the stream also
help to manage and normalize water flows.

All of the projects mentioned will be compiled and consolidated
over the next year into the final plan. The grant specifies that the
plan must be submitted for review by EGLE by next September and
have final approval by the end of 2022. After it is approved, it can
be shared with the public and used by organizations to apply for
implementation funds. While this is a big and complex project, it
has the potential to help protect Cedar Creek and the other valuable
natural resources found within the watershed. This document will
help guide much of the conservation work within the watershed
for the next decade or more. Through this work future generations
will be able to learn from and enjoy the same high-quality water
resources found in Cedar Creek today.

Students Meet Donors at the Jones House

Homemade Pickles
3 quarts thinly sliced pickles (cucumbers)
2 sliced onions
2 or 3 sliced bell peppers (any color)
4 oz jar pimentos (optional)
1-gallon glass jar

While Cedar Creek is in good shape, it doesn’t mean that
everything is perfect. There are concerns about E. coli levels in
the creek, especially after rains. Future work this fall and next
year will work to identify the source of the bacteria. It could be
from a natural source like wildlife or a potential problem area
like manure or septic waste. Additionally, the plan will focus
on protecting the creek, which could involve helping to protect
additional properties through conservation easements or
providing incentives to farmers to change agricultural practices.

Brine
1/3 cup canning salt
1 tsp. celery seed
3 c. sugar
2 c. vinegar
Put all brine ingredients in a medium saucepan and heat to dissolve
sugar. Pack pickles, onions, and peppers in the glass jar, pressing
down ingredients to get them all in the jar. Pour brine into the jar and
cover. Place jar in refrigerator for 3-4 days. Stir once a day to help brine
and pickles come together.

Significant work on the plan remains. One of the largest projects
is a social survey sent to most of the households within the
watershed. The questionnaire will go out in January 2022 with
all of the results collected by mid-spring. Please look for this
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Cedar Creek Scenery
Prescribed Fire at the Institute

Purple Martin House Installation

Fire was a natural widespread occurrence across North America
before European settlement. Many ecosystems rely on fire to
maintain healthy and resilient communities. Flora and fauna of these
systems have specialized relationships with fire, and some require it
to complete natural processes of nutrient cycling, seed germination,
stimulating regeneration, and minimizing disease and pest
outbreaks. The Institute has several natural communities that rely
on frequent fire including reconstructed prairies, savannas, prairie
fens, and oak-dominated forests. Institute staff, local professionals,
and experienced volunteers perform prescribed burns to sustain and
conserve these natural communities.

The Institute has a new housing
facility, but this one is for birds!
Thanks to a donation from
Institute members Mike and
Michelle Duits, a purple martin
house was installed near the
education building to expand local
purple martin conservation and
provide educational and learning
opportunities for volunteers and
visitors of the Institute.

In early August
many of the summer
research students
participated in a
growing season
prescribed burn for
7-acres of tallgrass
prairie dominated by
warm-season grasses.
The ecological
objective was to
reduce warm-season
grasses and promote biodiversity. Burning warm-season grasses in
late summer is effective at reducing grass density for several years,
enabling wildflowers and other species to flourish. For the majority of
the students, this was their first experience with prescribed fire. The
students had a key role in the burn, as they aided in internal ignitions
through a procedure called strip fire. Students walked parallel across
the unit, drip torches in hand, and ignited the interior, increasing the
area affected by the fire. Students also gained experience with fire
suppression using flappers, water bags, and a water pump.

The house contains 14 individual
nesting compartments with four
gourds beneath. The house’s
location was chosen with purple
martin preferences in mind: they
like to be near human activity
but far from tall buildings and
trees. The house was installed
in late August before the annual
migration to Brazil to appeal to
this year’s fledglings that often
scout for roosts to occupy the
following spring. Over winter
the house will be lowered, and
the nesting compartments
will be closed to prevent the
establishment of undesirable
European starlings and house
Mike Duits works on installation.
sparrows. The first week of April,
male scouts will appear and identify homes for the summer.
Shortly after, purple martin migration will begin, and they will
settle in the homes. For a newly established house, it may take
several years to fill all the nesting compartments.

On days of prescribed burns, the Institute will post on social medial
platforms and close associated trails. The stewardship department
facilitates these prescribed burns following all local guidelines and
obtaining necessary permits. If you are interested in participating in
or learning more about prescribed fire, contact Stewardship Manager
Mary Parr at parrm@cedarcreekinstitute.org.

Changes in The Play Space

Once the population establishes, volunteer Mike Duits and
Nelson Miller, owner of Miller’s Birdhouses in Vermontville,
will maintain the home and the fledglings, changing nesting
media and removing any larvae from the fledglings. If you are
interested in learning more, be sure to attend the purple martin
workshop in March 2022.

Over the past few months, Institute staff and volunteers have been
working diligently to make improvements and maintain The Play
Space, a popular destination for families visiting the Institute. With
increased use over the past year and a half, many stations have
required maintenance. Facilities Manager Dillon Coss, former Facilities
Assistant Todd Boyer, and Operations Director Bob Gilbert installed
new bars and posts for the “Hang Like a Bat” station, new stumps for
the “Stump Jump,” and a new post for the “Jump Like a Deer” station.
ScienceStrong volunteer Al White painted a new selfie station, including
pictures of many local animals.
Education Director Sara Syswerda is currently working on grant applications for additional updates and new stations for 2022. She says,
“The Play Space has been so popular with families and school groups, and its mere presence has given many families a reason to visit
the Institute. We will be working hard to make sure young people can come and enjoy time outside in nature.”
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It Happened at the Institute
or citizen science,
can be used to
inform future
research directions
at the Institute.
Over 500 species
of plants, animals,
and fungi have been
identified through
iNaturalist and
approximately 190
species of birds
through ebird—just at
the Institute!

The Show About Science Visits the Institute
Nate Butkus, the 9-year-old
host of the podcast The Show
About Science, visited the
Institute in August to tape
an interview with Community
Program Manager Ellen Holste.
Nate and his parents traveled
from Chicago to the Institute to
talk with Ellen about fungi of all
kinds.
Nate started his podcast
when he was 5-years-old for
what he calls an “awesome
adventure into the wondrous
world of scientific research and
discovery.” Nate interviews
scientists and educators from
around the world including
scientists from the SETI
Institute, Tufts University,
and University of California,
Berkeley. Past subjects have
included time travel, fire beetles, and cockroaches. Nate has
appeared on PBS.org, The New York Times, and The Ellen
DeGeneres Show.

Along with our talks
and hikes, the
Institute participated
in Michigan
State University
Extension’s Bioblitz
and Beyond 2021
with twelve other
organizations across
the state. Through
this project, over
4,500 new flora,
fauna, and fungi
were observed and
1,400 species were
identified across
the state in July.
At the Institute
alone, iNaturalist
This year our hikes and talks focused on defining
and identifying characteristics of frogs and toads,
users recorded 28
orchids, butterflies, and asters.
insect and land
snail observations, our organisms of interest. The project also
offered virtual Lunch and Learns on pollinating insects; summer
wildflowers; fungi, lichen, and bryophytes; and dragonflies and
damselflies. Past talks are available at: https://sites.google.
com/msu.edu/july-mi-bioblitz-and-beyond/webinars.

During the interview, Nate and Ellen looked for fungi near the
education building and The Play Space. Nate’s father Eric
recorded the interview and his mother Jenny and Communication
Coordinator Sara Edelman contributed questions and
suggestions. Listen to the interview in any podcast app such as
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or SoundCloud. Learn more about Nate
and The Show About Science at TheShowAboutScience.com.

Bioblitz-ing at the Institute:
Counting Species Through Community Science
You may have heard the term “bioblitz” a lot lately at the Institute.
It can be broken into two parts: bio, as in biology or the study
of living organisms, and blitz, a sudden, energetic, and focused
effort. According to the National Geographic Society, a traditional
bioblitz is an “event that focuses on finding and identifying as many
species as possible in a specific area over a short time.” Bioblitzes
are important for helping scientists and organizations know what
organisms are at a particular site and can contribute to future
scientific efforts.
At the Institute, the term bioblitz indicates hikes or talks focused
on defining and identifying characteristics of particular groups
of organisms. This year we focused on frogs and toads, orchids,
butterflies, and asters. We created community science projects
through the iNaturalist (iNaturalist.org) reporting tool to help
participants identify organisms and document their finds. This
tool, as well as other smartphone apps and online sites, allows
the Institute to document organisms found on the property. The
information collected by the community, also known as community
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Even if you can’t attend our hikes and talks, you can still learn
more about nature and contribute to science. Check out the
resources on SciStarter (SciStarter.org) or download one or all
of the following free apps from your smartphone’s app store:
• iNaturalist: An online reporting tool and smartphone app
the helps users identify flora, fauna, and fungi and record
observations using image recognition. It’s as simple as taking
a picture! Scientists and organizations use the data collected
from individuals for research and land management activities.
• Seek: A kid-friendly version of iNaturalist with lists of
commonly recorded insects, plants, and animals in your area.
It does not require registration, and no user data is collected.
• eBird: An app to explore birds and birding hotspots in
your area. This is not an identification tool but is used
more for reporting. eBird has enabled scientists to track
bird migrations and the effects of climate change on bird
populations. If you want a bird identification app, a better bet
is Audubon Bird Guide or Merlin Bird ID.

Supporting the Mission

Saturday, October 16
7 – 9:30 pm
In-Person Event Venue: Hastings Performing Arts Center
Doors open at 6 pm and show starts at 7 pm.
Virtual Event Venue: Your Home!
Virtual Lobby opens at 6:30 pm and show starts at 7 pm.
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is proud to host the Wild & Scenic Film Festival on Saturday, October 16. Due to ongoing concerns with the
coronavirus, the film festival will be a hybrid event.
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival was started by the watershed advocacy group, the South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) in 2003.
The festival’s namesake is in celebration of SYRCL’s landmark victory to receive “Wild & Scenic” status for 39 miles of the South Yuba
River in 1999. The 5-day event features over 150 award-winning films and welcomes over 100 guest speakers, celebrities, and activists
who bring a human face to the environmental movement. The home festival kicks-off the international tour to communities around the
globe, allowing SYRCL to share their success as an environmental group with other organizations. The festival is building a network of
grassroots organizations connected by a common goal of using film to inspire activism. With the support of National Partners—Peak
Design, Hipcamp, EarthJustice, Klean Kanteen, and Sierra Nevada Brewing Company—the festival can reach an even larger audience.
The festival is a natural extension of our commitment to environmental education and our mission to inspire appreciation and
stewardship of our environment. Development Director Cathy Hart-Jansma explains, “The films selected by volunteers and staff members
on the Institute’s film festival committee do so many things. They demonstrate the importance of scientific research, celebrate the ways
nature promotes health and well-being, reflect a series of issues affecting our world today, and inspire viewers to make positive changes
for themselves and for our community. ”
After the live event ends on October 16, all attendees—both in-person and virtual—will have access to the film program via Video On
Demand for a limited time. Attendees will receive a link for the Video On Demand when they purchase tickets to the event.

For more information, contact Development Director Cathy Hart-Jansma at hartjansmac@cedarcreekinstitute.org.

Tickets $20 (In-Person and Virtual)

Members save $5 – use discount code PierceCedarMember
Students save $10 – use discount code PierceCedarStudent

Purchase tickets online at https://qudio.com/event/piercecedar.
Visit CedarCreekInstitute.org for information about the films.
Thank you to our sponsors:

The Douglas A. & Margaret E. DeCamp Foundation, Gun Lake Casino,
Barry County Telephone, Burnham & Dells Advisors, Commercial Bank, Hastings Internal & Family Medicine,
Thornapple Credit Union, Water’s Edge Financial, WBCH, and Western Michigan University.
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Supporting the Mission
Donor Profile: Protecting the Dream

Susan Trudeau has had a love affair with water her entire life. Born in Grand Haven, she
now lives on Wall Lake. Her parents were lovers of nature, and she grew up paddling
canoes on Lake Michigan and climbing sand dunes. She has sailed many seas and
learned about many cultures and natural habitats. Now retired, she enjoys spending
time naturalizing her waterfront and planting and tending native plants.
Susan feels very protective of the Institute’s mission and success for a very personal
reason. In high school, she met Dr. Batts, who owned what is now the Institute’s
property, and his son. Susan knew Batts had land near Wall Lake and that his dream
was for his son to build a nature center on the property. Sadly, his son died at a young
age, but the Pierce family protected Batts’ dream, and the Institute took flight.

Susan attended Western Michigan University and studied speech pathology. After
moving around the Midwest, she came back to Wall Lake in 2008 and became a patron
of the Institute. She enjoys the programming and staff at the Institute. “Having energetic staff makes all the visits and virtual programs
exciting,” said Susan. “I am a better person due to my relationship with the Institute.”
Susan continues to be very supportive of the Institute. She says, “The environment will go on, but how we understand and protect it will
help all living things to go on with it. My thanks are to those at Pierce for helping us do just that.”
Thank you, Susan, for all you do for the Institute!

Celebrating Supporters at A Latesummer Night’s Green

Board Profile: A Dedicated Trustee

On a beautiful summer evening in August, Institute members
and friends gathered for the 12th annual A Latesummer Night’s
Green, the Institute’s premier fundraiser. As the Institute’s staff
continues to navigate through the coronavirus pandemic, it was
important to them that this event celebrates the people who have
supported them through these challenging times. Without them,
the Institute could not continue in its work to inspire appreciation
and stewardship of our environment.

Board of Trustee member Jim
Toburen describes himself as an
ethical, caring, and trustworthy
person. Staff, board members,
and Institute members could
not agree more. Jim joined the
Institute Board of Trustees to
contribute to the understanding
and direction of the Institute’s
finances and investments. Jim said
“a good board does not attempt
to run its organization. Its primary
responsibility is to hire a competent
leader and approve policies that ensure the continued
viability of the organization.”

With the delightful conversations, the delicious food and drinks,
and the de-lovely live music from Who Hit John?, the celebration
was certainly a success. Plus, thanks to everyone who contributed
to the fundraiser—event sponsors, raffle ticket buyers, Fund a
Future donors, and event attendees—the Institute raised over
$41,000 to support its summer research program
and community programs!

Jim has many responsibilities on the Board; he is the
treasurer, the chairperson of the personnel committee, and
the Board’s contact with the Institute’s accounting firm. His
favorite Institute events are A Latesummer Night’s Green and
the volunteer dinners. He also loves hearing staff reports
about upcoming projects.
Jim grew up in Dundee, Michigan. He played baseball and
football and ran track. He said he was a “fairly good athlete”
but never won a 100 or 200 yard dash in a track meet.
His career started at Tastee Freez in Dundee. He also worked
at a few Ford assembly plants and at the dorm cafeteria at
Michigan State University. After graduation, he worked as an
auditor at Ernst & Ernst in Grand Rapids. He was then hired
at Flexfab as a controller and worked there for 29 years. He
enjoys golf, woodworking, photography, and American history.
He and his wife Barbara have been married for 51 years.
They have three sons and six grandchildren.
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ScienceStrong Update
Nothing Can Stop ScienceStrong!
Looking back on seven years of the ScienceStrong initiative,
the 2020–2021 school year was both unprecedented and
transformational. While our core mission of environmental education
and science literacy remained the same, we had to rethink how we
reached students and teachers. Due to the pandemic, field trips
and in-school programs were restricted. Instead, we used virtual
instruction for professional development, lending library usage,
educational programming, and self-guided programming.
Due to restrictions in our ability to work directly with students, we
shifted much of our efforts to teacher training. Teacher professional
development has always been an important aspect of ScienceStrong;
we believe it is essential for lasting institutional change. For our
students to be successful, teachers must have training, resources,
and support. This past school year, we experimented with new
formats for providing teacher training. These included offering three
book study series for teachers, offering online sessions on specific
topics, and recording asynchronous sessions that teachers could
watch when they had time available. All programs were offered at
no cost to teachers or districts because of ScienceStrong donations
and a grant from the Michigan Space Grant Consortium. In total, we
offered 48 live teacher professional development sessions and 28
asynchronous modules during the 2020–2021 school year.
The majority of our student programming focused on reaching
preschool through fifth-grade students with in-classroom kits
and virtual programs that meet the Michigan Science Standards.
Classroom kits were delivered to help teachers provide hands-on
learning experiences that integrate the subjects of math, science,
and language arts. Students investigated, drew conclusions,
and practically applied their knowledge. Classroom kits covering
topics such as pumpkin life cycles, germs, bird watching, weather
observations, and insects allowed students to explore, question,
discover, and learn "by doing." Institute staff members, along with a
growing list of dedicated and trained volunteers, had 1098 student
contacts throughout Barry County over 82 programs. The Institute
also piloted one new program virtually. This program explored the role
of women scientists in Michigan, and it included hands-on activity
kits to accompany the virtual instruction.
Since schools are not the only place for learning about science,
the Institute created opportunities to reach students and families
in Barry County with science programming through virtual, selfguided, and kit-based programs. We offered free virtual Science
Storytime programs in partnership with Hastings Public Library as
well as Strolling with Nature programs, which both reach families
with preschool- and elementary-aged children. We hosted the Barry
County Science Festival in a virtual format with talks from experts to
get students and families excited about science. We have used our
Storybook Walk during the pandemic with books changing monthly,
which allowed families to learn science and engage in time together
moving in the outdoors while reading. We also experimented with
self-guided activities, like Poetry on the Trails and an Endangered
Species Hike, where families could learn about nature while hiking.
During the fall break, winter break, and spring break, we provided
science kits sponsored by Bradford White. These kits, distributed at
the Institute and local libraries, were very popular; 1,246 kits were
picked up by families!
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Bird watching with their kits furnished by the Institute.

Since 2014 ScienceStrong has grown from a small outreach
program to a community institution that has made more than
28,600 student contacts. Though the 2020–2021 school
year presented many challenges in terms of reaching students
and teachers, Education Director Sara Syswerda is incredibly
proud of how well our staff and volunteers have been able to
come together to learn new strategies, adapt, and change our
programming to support
our students and teachers.
Syswerda says, "We have
been encouraged by the
willingness of teachers,
administrators, and students
to join us in this program,
and we are hopeful that
with continued support from
members and friends in the
community, we can continue
to improve the learning
opportunities available to
the students, teachers, and
Reading the book along the Storywalk.
families of Barry County."

Calendar of Events
From Trails to Tales in the Fall (self-guided)

Science Storytime: Falling for Fall Foliage

October Storywalk Book:

Friday, October 22		
10:30–11:15 am (in-person)
Every fall many leaves change color and fall from trees. But
why? And how? Discover the answers to these questions and
more through stories, songs, and engaging activities in this
storytime hosted by the Hastings Public Library and Pierce
Cedar Creek Institute. Although open to all ages, this storytime
is recommended for toddlers through elementary-aged students.
This program will be outdoors at Pocket Park located along the
Thornapple River, just north of the Hastings Public Library. If the
weather is bad, the program will relocate to the Hasting Public
Library's Community Room.
FREE

by Lois Ehlert

Grow Your Own Mushrooms Workshop

After visiting the Institute and reading our Storywalk book, take a
trip to your local library to continue your adventure! Each month
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute and a local library—Delton District
Library, Hastings Public Library, and Thornapple Kellogg Library—are
partnering with us to bring you stories and learning opportunities
around a particular theme. Mention your visit to the Institute at your
library and receive a small prize or activity to go with the books you
check out! The theme for October is fall leaves, and November's
theme is preparing for winter.
FREE

Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf

Saturday, October 23
1–3 pm (in-person)
Join Chris Swinson, owner and chief fungal officer of Mycophile's
Garden in Grand Rapids, to learn how to grow beautiful, edible,
and delicious mushrooms at home! This outdoor, hands-on
workshop will cover the basics of mushroom cultivation, growth
differences between many of the most commonly cultivated
mushrooms species, and tips and tricks to successful mushroom
cultivation and harvesting. You also will receive your very own
mushroom growing kit to practice your newly acquired knowledge
and produce your own crop of fresh mushrooms to enjoy. In
addition, Chris will have extra grow kits and fresh mushrooms
for sale. Don't miss this unique and yummy learning opportunity!
Space is limited, so please don't wait to sign up!
Members $40 | Non-Members $50

Journey through the life cycle of a maple
tree through the eyes of a child, from
the twirling and whirling seed falling to
the ground to the changes it undergoes
throughout the seasons. Can you guess
which season is the child's favorite?
FREE

Stroll with Nature: Sandhill Crane Send-off

Friday, October 8			
10–11 am (Zoom)
				
2–3 pm (in-person)
As summer fades into fall, we hear the prehistoric calls of sandhill
cranes leaving their summer nesting grounds and for their journey
south. Known as "living dinosaurs," these birds look much as they
did over 2.5 million years ago! Help us say farewell to sandhill
cranes by learning more about them and their migratory pattern
through stories, hands-on activities, and short strolls. Families have
two options to attend this program: live-streamed through Zoom in
the morning or in-person in The Play Space at the Institute in the
afternoon. The program is open to all ages but is geared towards
families with preschool through elementary-aged students. Preregistration is required for in-person programming and will be held
outdoors except in extremely inclement weather.
FREE

Lunch and Learn:
Trumpeting the Return of Michigan's Native Swans

Friday, October 29		
Program: 11 am–Noon (Zoom and in-person)
			
Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Over a century ago, widespread hunting brought trumpeter
swans to the brink of extinction in the Great Lakes region. But
after decades-long reintroduction efforts led by W.K. Kellogg
Bird Sanctuary, trumpeter swans are making a comeback.
Come learn about this majestic bird species, the story behind
its reintroduction into Michigan, and the challenges it still faces
today.
Program ONLY: Members FREE; Non-Members $5
Program and Lunch: Members $12 | Non-Members $17

Fall Fungal Foray Hike

Saturday, October 16		
10 am–Noon (in-person)
It's the most wonderful time of the year again: fungi time! A time
to explore nature's bountiful harvest of strange and interesting
fungi, also known as mushrooms. Discover all the smells, shapes,
sizes, and colors of fungi; many of the myths and misconceptions
surrounding them; and how to identify them! Please wear
appropriate footwear to hike on rough terrain.
Members FREE | Non-Members $5

Saturday, October 16
7–9:30 pm

See page 6 for more information.

Trumpeters by Roy Van Loo, Jr. featured in this quarter’s Art Exhibit (see page 11
for more information).
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Calendar of Events
Candlelight Trails:
Trick or Treating Under the Dark Moon

Go Explore and Take a Hike!

Friday, November 12 – Sunday, November 14 (self-guided)
Celebrate National Take a Hike Day (November 17) a little early
and get out on the trails! Bling out your hiking stick with our
take and make bags. Pick up a scavenger hunt activity sheet
and see how many things you can find on your hike. Use the trail
smartphone app, AllTrails, and explore a new trail loop at the
Institute, or if you can't get out on the trails, explore our trails
virtually on our YouTube Channel. With so many ways to celebrate,
you have no excuse not to GO TAKE A HIKE!
FREE

Saturday, October 30
6:30–9 pm (in-person)
Dress up your little "boos" and "ghouls," and come out for natureinspired, Halloween fun on jack-o-lantern-lit and candlelit trails.
Trick-or-treat along a half-mile loop and then enjoy an autumn
evening outside under the smiling sliver of the moon on a
mile-and-a-half trail loop weaving through prairies, forests, and
wetlands. After hiking the trails, join us for snacks around a
crackling fire.
Members $5 | Non-Members $7
Family $25 (Please indicate the number of people in a family)

Holiday Gift Show

30 Days of Giving Thanks to Nature (self-guided)

Sunday, November 14		
11 am–3 pm

Pick up a November calendar at the Institute or download it
from our website starting October 29th for 30 different ways
you can show your gratitude to nature or ideas for exploring and
appreciating the great outdoors!

For 18 years artists have been selling
their handcrafted and creative gifts
at the annual Holiday Gift Show. The
artists generously donate 15% of their
sales to the Institute, which helps further our mission of
inspiring appreciation and stewardship of our environment.
Members receive 15% off all gift shop purchases the day
of the Show. By shopping, you will have the opportunity to
support both local artists and the Institute. It’s a win-win-win
for everyone!

November Storywalk Book:

Those Darn Squirrels by Adam Rubin;
Illustrated by Daniel Salmieri

Old Man Fookwire loves
painting wild birds but dislikes
that they fly south every winter.
When he tries to tempt the birds
to stay with birdfeeders, he
soon learns that other hungry
animals also love birdseed—
those darn squirrels! Discover
what happens when the plans
of a grumpy, old man and some
mischievous squirrels clash!
FREE

The Institute’s gift shop will feature books, fair trade items,
locally made items, as well as locally-made birdhouses
and feeders by Bill Stovall, who will be available to answer
questions about birding and his products.
The Gift Show will be a little different this year! To allow more
room to shop and to add more vendor space, the dining room
will be open and have more vendors in that area.
The Gift Show is free and open to the public.

Stroll with Nature: Giving Thanks to Nature

Friday, November 12		
10–11 am (Zoom)
				
2–3 pm (in-person)
November is a time of giving thanks for all that nature has given
us. Learn how we use nature's diverse bounty from forests and
fields to wetlands and waters to simply survive through stories,
hands-on activities, games, and short strolls. Then, discover ways
we can show our gratitude to Mother Earth. Families have two
options to attend this program: live-streamed through Zoom in
the morning or in-person in The Play Space at the Institute in the
afternoon. The program is open to all ages but is geared towards
families with preschool through elementary-aged students. Preregistration is required for in-person programming and will be held
outdoors except in extremely inclement weather.
FREE

Lunch and Learn:
Michigan in Transition 1900–Present

Friday, November 19		
Program: 11 am–Noon
				
(Zoom and in-person)
				
Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Learn about the history of the Great Lakes region from the 1900s
to the present. Join Field Station Manager Matthew Dykstra as
he follows the rise of industrialization; changes in agriculture and
urbanization; and the development of public lands. Discover how
Michigan has changed in this past century and what potential
opportunities and challenges are yet to come.
Program ONLY: Members FREE; Non-Members $5
Program and Lunch: Members $12 | Non-Members $17

Registration is required for all events.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
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Art Exhibit
Wildlife Artist, Roy Van Loo, Jr.
Born and raised in southern Michigan, RoyVan Loo, Jr.
discovered at an early age the joys of nature and capturing it
on film. In his 20s, photography became a serious pursuit. At
that time, he started doing black and white dark room work
and exhibiting nationally through the Photographic Society of
America salons. He gradually turned to color slides and now
enjoys the digital form of photography.
Roy’s subject interest is nature in all its forms: birds, animals,
insects, flowers, and scenic landscapes. His desire is to show
the intricate detail that nature exhibits. He prefers working in
early morning. In fact he goes out at sunrise and is quite often
back by the time some people are just starting their day! Most
of Roy’s photos are taken in southern Michigan with occasional
trips to Michigan’s northern natural attractions. He enjoys
sharing the beauty of nature, through his photos, with those
who have not been blessed to experience it themselves.

Roy’s framed photography is on display and for sale at the Institute’s Visitor Center, 9 am—5 pm Monday through Friday from October
2021 through January 2022. Roy will also be selling various sized, matted prints of his photography at our annual Holiday Gift Show; see
page 10 for more information.
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