December 2022 – February 2023

pick me up and put me back
Taken at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute by Doug Jonas

“And into the forest I go, to lose my mind and find my soul.”

—John Muir

Calendar of Events
Learning the Land: Forest Forensics History Hike

Hours

(Ages 12+, under 18 with adult)
Saturday, December 3
1–3 pm
Forest forensics is the art and science of using landscape
features to learn more about an area’s geological,
biological, and human history. Join Field Station Manager
Matthew Dykstra as he teaches how to look for clues of
the past in the present landscape of forests, wetlands,
and prairies. This hike is part of a series of events across
the state in collaboration with MSU Extension.
Free (FULL)

Visitor Center

Monday – Friday | 9 am – 5 pm
Institute Closed
Christmas (observed)
Friday, December 23 and Monday, December 26
New Year’s (observed)
Friday, December 30 and Monday, January 2

Trails

Open Daily | Dawn – Dusk
Trails North of Cloverdale Road
Closed December 1 –January 1

December Brunch and Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 11
Brunch seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm
Concert: 12:15–1 pm
Join us for a celebration of the
holidays. Enjoy seasonal music and
a Christmas carol sing-along with the
Kalamazoo Concert Brass.
Member Adults $22; Children $12
Non-Member Adults $27; Children $14

December Storywalk Book (continuation from November):
Snack, Snooze, Skedaddle:
How Animals Get Ready for Winter

by Laura Purdie Salas;
Illustrated by Claudine Gévry
Migrate, hibernate, or tolerate.
There is more than one way
our animal friends prepare for
winter. Discover the mysteries
of animal perseverance in this
month’s storywalk book from
how animals prepare BEFORE
and then survive DURING the
coldest, darkest season of the year—winter. Then stop by the
southside bathrooms of the Visitor Center for activity sheets
to learn more about Michigan’s animals. This storywalk book
is thanks to the generosity of Joel and Barbara Vandyken.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

Winter Break Exploration Kits

(Ages 12 and under)
Friday, December 16 – Monday, January 2
Stop-by the Institute, Hastings Public Library, or Delton
District Library to pick up a free kit of hands-on activities
to keep learning and exploring during the break. Kits will
be grouped by age or grade level: birth to 2 years old,
preschool, early elementary, and upper elementary.
Free

Lunch and Learn: Spruce (Fir or Pine) Up Your Home for the Holidays: Michigan’s Christmas Tree Industry
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Friday, December 9
Program: 11 am–Noon (in-person and on Zoom) | Lunch: Noon–1 pm
As the holidays approach, the smells and sights of evergreen trees are all around
us. But did you know that Michigan’s Christmas Tree Industry ranks third in the
nation in tree production, with approximately 2 million trees sold each year?
Join Bill Lindberg, MSU Extension’s Christmas Tree Educator, as he discusses
which species are grown in Michigan and why, how this industry contributes to
Michigan’s economy, and what consumers should look for or consider when
choosing a Christmas tree—just in time for the holidays! This program will be
presented virtually and in-person. A recording of the program will be available to
all registered participants on the Institute’s YouTube Channel. Please register by
Monday, December 5, to reserve a box lunch.
Program Only: Members FREE | Non-Members $8
Program and Lunch: Members $13 | Non-Members $18

Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
2

Calendar of Events
Block Printing Birds: Owl Edition

January Storywalk Book:
Whoo-Ku Haiku: A Great Horned Owl Story

by Maria Gianferrari; Illustrated by Jonathan Voss
Follow a pair of great horned
owlets from their "pip, pip, pip,
poking" as eggs crack open to
their "beating, leaping, teetering"
as they try out their wings to
explore the wild world around
them. In just twenty-four haiku
poems, this month’s storywalk
book captures the perils of life
in the forest, the protection of
owl parents, and the freedom
of wings. After your storywalk
adventure, stop by the southside
bathrooms of the Visitor Center
for activity sheets to learn more about Michigan’s owls and try
your hand at writing nature-inspired poetry.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

Science Storytime: Whooo’s There?

(Ages 7 and under with adult, Family Friendly)
Friday, January 20
10:30–11:15 am
Discover the whooos, whys, whats, and hows of one of our
favorite feathered friends—owls! Whooo is calling? Why are
they awake at night? Can they really turn their heads all the
way around? Learn about Michigan’s owls through stories,
songs, and engaging activities in this storytime hosted by
the Hastings Public Library and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.
This program will be outdoors at the Pocket Park (Riverside)
located along the Thornapple River, just north of the Hastings
Public Library. If the weather is bad, the program will relocate
to the Hastings Public Library’s Community Room.
Free

(Virtual on Zoom) (Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Wednesday, January 25 6:30–8:30 pm
Want to stay cozy at home and enjoy learning a new art
skill this winter? Join Pierce Cedar Creek Institute and
Dayna Walton of Solstice Handmade to learn the basics of
relief printmaking! In this class, we will walk you through
the step-by-step process of creating block prints, focusing
on some species that are especially noticeable this time
of year—owls! You will learn about a few common owls and
then sketch and hand carve a favorite species into soft
block. We also will talk about different methods of printing
at home and how to use these prints to create a mobile.
The block you create can be reprinted, and you will leave
with the tools and knowledge to continue making relief
prints. This live class will be held over Zoom, and you will
receive a video recording of the class. This workshop is
suitable for printers of all experience levels.
Members $60 | Non-Members $84
You may pick up your kit at the Institute starting January
16 or add $10 for mail delivery. Please register by January
13 if you want it mailed.

Owl Prowl (Family Friendly)

Friday, January 27
Live Owl Program: 7–8 pm
			
Hoot Hike: 8–9 pm
Join us for a “hooting” good time exploring the habits and
habitats of Michigan’s owls. Learn about common owls
in a live animal program by the Outdoor Discovery Center.
Then, join Institute staff and volunteers on a peaceful
nighttime hike through moonlit forests in search of owl
signs and sounds.
Members $5 | Non-Members $8 | Family $25

Teas and Tinctures for Cold Weather Workshop

(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Saturday, January 21
1–4 pm
Cold and flu season is upon us, but mother nature can help us get through it. Join
Maggie Conklin, co-founder of Heirloom Academy and Naturopathic Doctor, as she
discusses how to use herbs found in our yards and kitchen cabinets to make teas and
tinctures to assist with common winter ailments, including cold and flu symptoms,
chest and sinus congestion, immune support, and other maladies. Participants will
receive hands-on experience and the recipes and resources to use at home, including
herbal definitions, a list of Maggie’s favorite locally foraged herbs, and a checklist
of handy supplies. Best of all, you will get to taste some of the remedies as we learn
about them! Space is limited, so please register early!
Members $30 | Non-Members $42

Maggie Conklin, co-founder of Heirloom Academy of
Healing Arts and owner of LadyHawk Nutrition

Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
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Calendar of Events
A Winter Walk on Candlelight Trails (Family Friendly)

Nature’s Puzzle Day (Family Friendly)

Saturday, February 4
6:30–8:30 pm
Enjoy the quiet, peaceful sounds and sights of winter under
a full moon. Choose between half mile and one-and-ahalf-mile candlelit trail loops that weave through prairies,
forests, and wetlands. Then, join us by the fire for hot drinks
and sweet treats. Please dress in layers and wear proper
footwear for winter hiking. If weather conditions permit, a
limited number of snowshoes will be available.
Members Free | Non-Members $8
Snowshoe rental: Members Free | Non-Members $5

Sunday, January 29
1–4 pm
(2 pm Puzzle Competition – please sign up so
we have enough materials for everyone)
Grab your friends and family and join
us for some puzzle fun in celebration
of National Puzzle Day (January 29)!
We have puzzles for all ages and of all sizes. Whether it’s
a crossword, jigsaw, or Sudoku, we have the puzzle for you
to engage your brain in more ways than one. See who can
put together a 24-piece jigsaw puzzle the fastest. Make and
decorate your own jigsaw puzzle. Enjoy our “The Scientist’s
Secret” or “Who Stole the Rose Hips?” puzzle games on
the trails. Or just sit by the fireplace and put together a
nature-inspired puzzle. With the exception of the puzzle
competition, this is a come-and-go event.
Free

Family Snowshoe Hike (Family Friendly)

Saturday, February 11
1–3 pm
Experience the magic of winter in Michigan. Enjoy a guided
snowshoe hike on the trails while looking for animal tracks,
scat, and other signs of animals. After the hike, warm up
by the fire with a cup of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate. The
Institute has snowshoes in most sizes that strap over winter
boots. Please note our smallest snowshoes are for children
4 and older. Smaller children are welcome to attend in sleds
or baby carriers. If there is no snow, we will hike on foot.
Member Adults and Children Free
Non-Member Adults $8; Non-Member Children (4-12) $5;
Under 4 Free (but registration still required)

February Storywalk Book: Ten Ways to Hear Snow
by Cathy Camper; Illustrated by Kenard Pak
Discover the beauty and sounds of snow through the eyes
and ears of a little
girl on her way to visit
her grandmother. As
you read the story,
join her in counting
the many ways you
can hear snow as you
hike the storywalk
trail. Stop by the
southside bathrooms
of the Visitor Center
after your storywalk
adventure for activity sheets to learn more about snow
science and ways to pay attention to things in nature that
might otherwise go unnoticed.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

Couples Snowshoe Hike: Lichen Edition (Adults Only)

Saturday, February 11
4:30–6:30 pm
Everyone knows about the “birds and the bees” but what
about the fungi and the algae? Come celebrate Valentine’s
Day by looking at one of Mother Nature’s greatest examples
of a long-term relationship—lichens! Take a romantic
snowshoe hike through the woods with your loved one while
learning about lichens. After a short hike, warm up by the
fire while enjoying hot drinks and a chocolate cheesecake
dessert. If there is no snow, we will hike on foot.
Members Couple $18 | Non-Member Couple $25

February Member Appreciation Month: Snowshoe Check-out

February is member Appreciation Month at the Institute! As a thank
you for supporting the Institute, members can check out snowshoes
to be used from dawn to dusk on the Institute’s trails and/or over
the weekend. Snowshoes can be picked up and returned to the
Visitor Center from 9 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday. Call (269)
721-4190 or sign-up online to reserve your snowshoes. Please note:
snowshoes are limited and may not be available on particular days.
Free—for Members-Only

Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
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February Brunch – Wild Kenya: A Photographic Safari

3rd Annual Virtual Herpetology Conference:
Conservation Concerns and Extinction Avoidance

Sunday, February 12
Brunch seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm
Program: 12:15–1 pm
Africa’s extraordinary
biodiversity, vast expanses
of scenery, and large game
parks make it a popular
destination for global
nature lovers. Escape
Michigan’s cold weather
and join Robert Pierce,
a retired English teacher with an associate’s degree in
photography, as he takes us on a photographic tour of
Kenya from the elephant-rich
Amboseli National Park to
the spectacular plains of the
Maasai Mara, the Kenyan
extension of the Serengeti.
These diverse landscapes not
only feature lions, elephants,
and rhinos, but they also host
many species of colorful and
extraordinary birds that have
inspired scientists, poets, and
romantics alike.
Member Adults $22; Children $12
Non-Member Adults $27; Children $14

(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult) (on Zoom and Facebook Live)
Friday, February 24
10 am–3 pm
Today, reptiles and
amphibians, also
known as herpetofauna,
are among the most
vulnerable species
on Earth, with 20% of
reptiles and 40% of
amphibians threatened
with extinction. And these are just the species we’ve
identified. There are even more reptile and amphibian
species described each year, which means some could go
extinct before we even know they exist! Join us in learning
from local herpetologists and scientists about the threats
facing herpetofauna and how you can help before we say
“later gator” to the last species. Don’t miss this opportunity
to learn more about our herpetofauna friends and
management practices that can help protect them! This
conference will be presented virtually on both Zoom and
Facebook Live. A recording of the program will be available
on the Institute’s YouTube Channel.
Free—Suggested donation $10 with proceeds going towards the
Institute’s herpetofauna research.

Reptile and amphibian photos this page – creativecommons.org

Painting Lichens: Color Theory with Watercolor

(Virtual on Zoom) (Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Wednesday, February 15		
6:30–8:30 pm
Forget about lovebirds; celebrate one of nature’s unique love stories this February with lichens! As symbiotic relationship,
lichens are made up of multiple organisms that benefit from each other and cannot survive apart—they are literally
inseparable! Join Pierce Cedar Creek Institute and Dayna Walton of Solstice
Handmade to learn watercolor methods to capture the many colors and textures
of lichens. We will start with a brief technique warmup, practicing value, stroke,
and blending methods. Then we will dive into color theory, from mixing a spectrum
of hues to applying them to your artwork. But this class isn't just about painting!
You also will leave with knowledge of lichen anatomy and some common colorful
species. This live class will be held over Zoom, and you will receive a video recording
of the class. This workshop is suitable for painters of all experience levels.
Members $35 | Non-Members $49
You may pick up your kit at the Institute starting February 6 or add $10 for mail
delivery. Please register by February 3 if you want it mailed.

Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
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Exhibits
October 2022 – January 2023 Exhibit:

Doug Markusic Photography on Aluminum
Life guard, substitute teacher, salesman, swimmer, student. Doug Markusic, from
Battle Creek, has been all of these and more at one time or another in his life. For
the past twenty years, though, he has become best known as a photographer. During
this time, he has won several photography awards at art competitions and art shows
throughout the state.
As evidenced by this exhibit, Doug often finds his subjects in nature. He reveals, “often
my subjects are things I stumble upon as opposed to a subject I’m heading to. That’s
why a large portion of my travel is on back roads or alternate routes.” Of course, being
Cranes in Heart
“just danged lucky” also comes into play. Regarding Cranes in Heart, Doug admits, “I
had no idea what I had captured until I downloaded that day’s images and saw them on the screen. I was rather stunned.”
His head-turning photographs on aluminum showcase colorful hues; the perfect piece or the perfect gift could be waiting
for you in this exhibit. Don’t miss the chance to check it out! Photographs will be on display and for sale through the end of
January 2023 with 25% of sales donated to the Institute.

February – May 2023 Exhibit:

Priscilla Olson—Michigan Landscapes
Priscilla Olson grew up in Midland, Michigan, but
spent her professional life in the Chicago area
as a commercial animator and plein air painter.
Since returning to Midland in 2011, she has been
participating in painting events around the state.
Priscilla continues to be an active plein air painter and
enjoys sharing and promoting this activity throughout
the Great Lakes Bay region.
Regarding her art, Priscilla reveals, “I like wondering—
not so much knowing—about the subject. It is curiosity
that compels me to choose my themes. My paintings
represent the feeling of anticipation and mystery that
the subject evokes in me. I enjoy viewing art that
poses open questions. My goal is to create work that
invites the viewer to imagine.”
Priscilla’s beautiful art will be on display and for sale
February through May 2023. Her artist’s reception will
be in May; see the spring issue of Naturally Speaking
for more information.

Under the Hickory Tree 8” x 16”

Meandering Stream 16” x 20”

At Sinclair’s Place 10” x 20”

