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Coronavirus Update
Some days it’s hard to believe that we’ve been dealing
with the Coronavirus Pandemic for nearly a year and a
half. And some days it feels like an eternity. I am very
proud of not only our staff members, who have stepped
up to the “new normal” and done what is needed to
continue to serve our community but also our community
of friends and supporters who have joined with us to do
all they can to help all of us stay safe and healthy. It is a
team effort!
I am starting to get questions, though, on when this
“new normal” will end and we can get back to our “old
normal.” Throughout this pandemic we’ve worked to do
all we can under the guidelines set forth by our local
health department and the federal government with
some surprising results. Our virtual programming has
Executive Director Michelle Skedgell
opened up access to new audiences we never dreamed
of reaching. For instance, the February Herpetology Conference that Community Program
Manager Ellen Holste organized had nearly 250 virtual attendees from 11 countries such
as Turkey, Pakistan, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom, and the United States. Our frozen
and fresh food service, Pierce Pickups, has really taken off. We have welcomed our college
research students again this summer under restrictions similar to last summer. Although
the program and student interactions are slightly limited, we are thrilled to provide this
safe and educational opportunity despite the ongoing challenges. Of course, our Education
Director Sara Syswerda has faced major obstacles in continuing to serve our local early
education teachers and students but through it all has found ways to continue to provide
science curriculum support to both. For instance, nearly 700 science kits were handed
out to area families over the recent spring break. These kits were provided at no cost to
families because of a donation from Bradford White and because of our ScienceStrong
supporters. Our team grows bigger and stronger every day.
Despite our successes with maneuvering the pandemic, we too are anxious to welcome
you back to in-person events, whether it be for a worm-composting workshop or a brunch.
When we do this, we will make sure, to the best of our abilities, it is done as safely as
possible for you and our staff members. This is something our staff talks about and is
starting to plan for; we are estimating early fall may be the time for this. But, if possible,
we’ll be ready earlier, and if we need to wait longer, we’ll do all we can to continue to serve
you and our other constituents the best way we can. Thank you for being part of our team;
we couldn’t do it without you!
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A Gift in Perpetuity
In April, Mary Pierce organized a small gathering memorializing the 10th anniversary of
the death of her husband, Dr. Gary Pierce. As one of the sons of our founders, Bill and
Jessie Pierce, Gary was instrumental in leading the vision that became Pierce Cedar
Creek Institute. He served as the Institute’s first director and built a culture committed
to inclusive education that continues today.
At this celebration, Mary also fulfilled a wish Gary expressed just before his death—that
the northern half of their property be donated to the Institute. This property is primarily
wetlands and home to an amazing array of flora and fauna, especially a variety of turtle
species. The land will be a vital resource to our researchers and is a gift that will always
hold a special meaning because of Gary’s and Mary’s commitment to environmental
education. Look for more information on this special gift in our next newsletter, and
thank you, Mary and Gary, for your continued support of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.
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Local Conservation Efforts
Protecting ‘Possums

With long snouts, beady eyes, and long,
rat-like tails, “cute and cuddly” is not a
description most would use to describe
opossums. However, what opossums lack
in natural beauty is definitely overshadowed
by the impressive tricks up their sleeves—
or, rather, in their pouches—that can benefit
you, your yard, and other outdoor spaces.
Colloquially called possums, Virginia
opossums should not be confused with the
marsupials of Australia that are also called
possums. Opossum actually comes from
the Algonquin word “aposoum,” meaning
“white beast.” It has the distinction of being
the only marsupial native to United States
and Canada. Like other marsupials, female
opossums give birth to underdeveloped
“joeys” that immediately crawl into their
mother’s pouch for the first few months of
life and cling to her back as juveniles. They
are excellent climbers, spending much of
their time in trees and grasping branches
with their opposable “thumbs” and
prehensile or gripping tails. However, it is a
myth that opossums sleep while hanging by
their tails. These nocturnal animals prefer
to sleep in tree hollows or burrows made by
other animals during the daytime hours.
Opossums also are known as the vacuum
cleaners of the animal world. With 50 teeth
in total, which is more teeth than any other
North American mammal, they will eat
almost anything, including dead animals,
cockroaches, mice, rats, rotting vegetables,
and even ticks. Their ability to digest a wide

variety of food helps remove pathogens
from the environment. A single opossum
can eat as many as 4,000 ticks a week,
effectively protecting us from Lyme disease
by eliminating the main carrier of the
disease. Their appetite for slugs, snails, and
insects also can help reduce garden pests.
Although they may look rat-like, opossums
rarely contract and spread diseases like
rabies as rats are known to do. This trait
can be attributed to their lower body
temperature, which makes their bodies a
hostile environment for diseases to survive.
Additionally, the opossums have a natural
immunity to the venom of numerous snakes
from cottonmouths to rattlesnakes and may
hold the key to an antidote for humans. In
fact, researchers have found that opossumbased antivenom appears to neutralize
snake venom in mice without the side
effects of current standard treatments;
research still needs to be done in humans,
but the results are promising!
About the size of a big cat, opossums are
fairly docile animals and are rarely violent.
Rather than biting, they will hiss, belch,
and snarl to ward off predators like dogs,
foxes, bobcats, hawks, and owls. Famously,
frightened opossums also stop, drop, and
fall unconscious with their mouths wide
open for up to four hours! To complete the
illusion, they even pee, poop, and give off
rotting meat smells to confuse would-be
predators and give themselves a chance to
escape notice. Ironically, these impressive
defensive mechanisms cannot be chalked
up to their great acting skills. Opossums
actually have no control over when and
for how long they “play possum”—it is an
involuntary reaction triggered by stress.
The biggest threats to opossums are cars.
As development encroaches on natural
areas, more and more opossums have
been seen quietly crossing through towns
and cities and taking refuge in residential
areas. Opossums move around a lot under
the cover of darkness, sometimes up to
a 15-mile radius over a two-week period,
which can be a problem with fast, moving
cars. If you find an “injured” opossum,
remember that opossums “play possum,”
so their breathing may be very shallow and
infrequent. But also remember that they are
still wild animals; if they are still breathing,
you may take them to a rehabilitation
center. There are several rehabilitation
3

centers in the state of Michigan that will
accept injured opossums; please visit
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/dlr/ for a list.
So, let’s give opossum a “brake” and
recognize all of their cool superpowers!

Joe and Shari Pierce found a possum that got hit by
their house in Kentucky, then found this litter of 12
babies. Joe called a rescue organization, and they
drove 150 miles to pick up the litter!

Please give them time to cross the road, it could take
some time carryin that load!
			
creativecommons.org

Playin’ possum		

creativecommons.org

Cedar Creek Scenery
Protected Species at the Institute
One of the best protections for rare
plants and wildlife is endangered species
protection provided by laws at both
the federal and state level. The level of
protection a species has depends on its
designation as endangered, threatened,
or of special concern. Species listed as
endangered or threatened have legal
protections for the habitats they are found
in and for collecting/harvesting. Species
of special concern lack these protections
but could be moved to the other list if
populations decline. In Michigan 27
species are federally listed as endangered
or threatened; 136 endangered, 177
threatened, and 311 species of special
concern are on the state list. The
Department of Natural Resources and the
Michigan Natural Features Inventory are
tasked with identifying and maintaining
the protected species list. Monitoring is an
ongoing process, and the list is updated
every two years.
Species are rare for many reasons. Some
are inherently rare or uncommon. They
may have small, specialized ranges like
the Pitcher’s thistle, which only grows on
sand dunes along the shores of the Great
Lakes. Other organisms—like the long list of
protected prairie and grassland species—
are rare due to habitat loss. These species
were common pre-European settlement,
but as the prairies and savannas were
converted to farms, these plants and
animals lost their primary habitat. Other
human activities, including pollution,
pesticides, and overhunting, can also have
a negative impact on native species.
Some of these rare species can be found at
the Institute: one federally-listed threatened
species, the eastern massasauga
rattlesnake, and two endangered, 11
threatened, and 17 species of special
concern on the state list. Species on
the state-protected list include pointed
watermeal (Wolffia brasiliens), a small
duckweed like plant that occurs in bogs,
slippershell mussel (Alasmidonta viridis)
a mollusk that lives in Cedar Creek, and
Henslow’s sparrow (Centronyx henslowii), a
bird that occasionally nests in the planted
prairies. There are likely more protected
species on the property; however, many
groups of organisms like the many snails
and insects on the state-protected list are
understudied at the Institute.

Eastern massasauga rattlesnake creativecommons.org

creativecommons.org

Henslow’s sparrow

To fulfill the stewardship aspect of the
Institute’s mission, the staff works to
protect these species. For many of them, it
might be doing little to nothing. As long as
their required habitat is maintained, these
species should survive. For example, while
found throughout the eastern United States,
the state-threatened species Carex seorsa,
a sedge without a common name, only lives
in highly specialized environments, making
it uncommon throughout its range. All it
needs to survive is the maintenance of the
hydrology of the small forested wetlands it
thrives in.
Other species face a variety of threats
that require additional work for their
preservation. One example is the eastern
box turtle, which utilizes a variety of
habitats and moves to find the resources it
needs throughout the seasons. Statewide,
this species faces threats from roads and
habitat loss. At the Institute its biggest
threat is nest predation. Raccoons and
other small mammals find the box turtle
eggs shortly after they are laid, dig them
up, and eat them. Without intervention, less
than one-percent of the turtles survive until
adulthood. This low level of reproduction
leads to a declining population. In the past,
large predators like wolves reduced and
intimidated smaller predators like raccoons,
giving turtle eggs a better chance to hatch
and survive. At the Institute, researchers
have placed cages over the nests to prevent
predation. Additionally, to help kickstart
population growth, baby box turtles have
been overwintered at John Ball Zoo for
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At the Institute, researchers have placed cages over
box turtle nests to prevent predation.

One of the headstarted baby box turtles.

the past two years, so they can grow to a
larger size, making them less susceptible
to predation. Ultimately, these interventions
will increase the population, potentially
helping the turtles survive and thrive in
higher numbers.
The most important factor for all of these
organisms is ensuring that they have
the space and habitat to survive. Places
like the Institute, public lands, and other
conservation organizations like the
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
and Audubon Society help to create the
space and habitat these species need to
survive, and support for these organizations
protects biodiversity into the future.

Cedar Creek Scenery
Pollinators at the Institute: Moths vs. Butterflies
While there has been much concern about the plight of the bees in recent years,
lepidopterans are another group of pollinators essential for pollination of many plants.
Lepidoptera is one of the largest, most widespread, and most easily recognizable
orders of insects. There are about 180,000 species worldwide. While they are usually
associated with flowering plants, they can be found in a wide range of habitats. Two of
the most familiar lepidopterans at the Institute are moths and butterflies.
While moths and butterflies are different, they have many traits in common. They both
have three main body parts: head, thorax, and abdomen. As adults, they have modified
Painted lady (Vanessa cardui) butterfly creativecommons.org
mouthparts, called a proboscis, to reach and eat plant nectar. Specialized scales
on their bodies allow them to display a variety of colors and patterns. Some species will also exhibit sexual dimorphism, where males
and females of the same species will look different. Most, but not all, have membranous wings for flight. They also undergo four-stage,
complete metamorphosis from egg, to larva, to pupa, and, finally, to adult. While adult butterflies and moths are important pollinators,
their larvae, or caterpillars, can be plant predators and are considered pests by many people.
Hundreds of moth and butterfly species call the Institute home. While guidebooks or smartphone apps like iNaturalist can help you
identify individual species, knowing a few characteristics can help you distinguish moths from butterflies:
• Moths often have larger, fuzzier antennae; butterflies have thinner, club-shaped antennae.
• Moths tend to have stockier, heavier body styles; butterflies tend to have a thinner, longer body style.
• Most moths lack bright colors or use camouflage; butterflies often use bright colors for visual communication.
• Moths tend to be more active at night; butterflies are more active during the day.
• Moths tend to hold their wings out at their sides when resting; butterflies tend to fold their wings up vertically when resting.
It’s also important to remember that there are more moth species than butterfly species; in fact, about 90% of Lepidopterans are moths!

Hawk moth, (family Sphingidae), also called sphinx
moth or hummingbird moth
creativecommons.org

Historically, people have viewed butterflies more favorably than moths. However, both
butterflies and moths are incredibly important to maintaining the function and health of
Michigan ecosystems. If you would like to help moths and butterflies, try these strategies in
your yard:
• Avoid pesticides.
• Plant a diverse mix of native flowering plants, including both woody and
herbaceous plants.
• Use iNaturalist and other citizen science apps to report sightings of these insects
and support research.
• Watch out for invasive species like gypsy moths.

Perfectly Primitive
The Institute has over 9 miles of trails through its 829 acres, yet the large majority of visitors frequent the same trails each time they
visit. While it’s hard to resist the Beech Maple Ridge and Brewster Lake Trails, consider exploring the less frequented primitive trails for
an intimate experience and a closer look at the Institute’s high-quality natural areas.
Nearly a half-mile north of Cloverdale Road and accessible by the Brewster Lake Trail exists a whole matrix of primitive hiking trails.
These low-traffic trails provide a great opportunity to see and hear wildlife, waterfowl, songbirds, and wild turkey. The Pine Ridge
Trail loops along the forested edge of Aurohn Lake where the shoreline is edged with wild rice and resident waterfowl and trumpeter
swans. The Ephemeral Pond and Aurohn Lake Trails trot below towering oaks with scattered ephemeral wetlands frequented by frogs
and salamanders. To view the stewardship department’s active restoration efforts, visit the Ephemeral Pond Trail that fades from oak
savanna into lush prairie. Happy trails!
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Supporting the Mission
Institute Donor Thrives on Love of Nature
Robin Byrn has been a nature lover all of her life. She lives on seven acres south of Delton where
trumpeter swans, sandhill cranes, insects, and native grasses and plants thrive. She says these
natural surroundings give her peace of mind on a daily basis: “As long as I live here, I will do my
best to preserve the land that I share with other wildlife,” said Byrn. “The Institute provides me
with ways in which I can help manage this land now and in the future.”
Byrn discovered the Institute 20 years ago and volunteers her time and donates to many
programs. She especially enjoys all the programs that bring wildlife and nature to children and
young adults. Since her late husband Tim was a scientist, she donates to the environmental
education and research fund that supports the biological field station and the summer research
program. She believes “this is an amazing program that provides students with a free and unique
opportunity to live at the Institute and pursue their individual studies during the summer.”
In addition to reading and working in her garden, Byrn loves to explore the trails near the Visitor Center. She also takes the opportunity
to contemplate the beauty of her surroundings while resting on benches along the trail: “In a world in which we are constantly inundated
with nonsensical social media, all one hears on the trails are whispers of the wind in the trees, an occasional call of a bird, the murmur
of insects, and peace and quiet. What a precious gift!”
Thank you, Robin, for your loyal support of the Institute!

Carl Schoessel: A Link Between Past, Present, and Future
The Institute members and staff have many
reasons to be grateful to Carl Schoessel,
President of the Board of Trustees. As a
founding member of the Pierce Foundation
and the Institute Board, Carl has been
involved in developing and implementing
policies from the beginning, giving special
attention to the Institute’s place in the
community. “I enjoy working with dedicated
Board members to provide the means for
a very talented staff to provide the great
variety of programs and activities at the
Institute,” said Schoessel.

Let’s Celebrate
Saturday, August 14
After a year—and more—of social distancing,
the Institute’s staff is ready to see its members,
supporters, and friends again.
What better time than
A Latesummer Night’s Green?

He is proud that the Institute provides
programming for adults and children to
learn about and appreciate the environment. He values all of the special
educational programs, the opportunities for people of all ages to enjoy
nature, the social activities, and the biological field station experiences for
the college students. In the future he sees the Institute doing “whatever
we can to develop appreciation for and knowledge about the environment
in younger children, so their generation and those that follow will be better
equipped to protect and effectively utilize natural resources.”
Along with his commitment to the Institute, Carl is defined by his
commitment to education. After graduating from college, the Illinois
native taught high school biology and coached swimming. In 1983 he was
appointed superintendent of Hastings Area Schools. After retiring in 2003,
he was asked to return as superintendent from 2006 – 2007 and then as
Delton Kellogg Schools interim superintendent from 2015 – 2018. He and
his late wife Loretta have three children and nine grandchildren. When not
serving the community, he enjoys books about U.S. history, mysteries, and
sports. He is also working on collecting at least one car or truck from each
U.S. manufacturer and each decade going back to the 1940s!
Thank you, Carl, for all that you do!
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This year’s fundraiser, which supports the community
programs and research opportunities the Institute
provides through the year, will be a true celebration
of the Institute and the people who make it such an
integral part of our community. It will be an evening
of food, drinks, music, socializing, a raffle, a Fund A
Future auction, and more! Most importantly, it will be a
chance for those who care about the Institute to come
together, make merry, and show their support.
More information available at
CedarCreekInstitute.org

It’s Almost Trail Run Time!
The 4th annual Over the Creek
and Through the Woods Trail Run
is set for Saturday, September 25.
Walkers and runners of all ages
are welcome! Unable to attend
the event? Don’t worry. This
year’s event includes a virtual
option. Visit ItsYourRace.com for more information
and to register.

It Happened at the Institute
The Institute is an Artist’s Dream
From April 30 – May 6,
two dozen artists from
the Plein Air Troupe (PAT)
of metro Detroit came to
the Institute to paint in
“plein air,” a term used
by artists to describe the
art of outdoor painting,
capturing landscapes and views in natural light.
Kalamazoo artist and Director of the Plein Air Artists
of West Michigan, Richard Jordan, founded the fall
plein air painting retreats at the Institute in 2011.
PAT Director Lisa Richter started the spring painting
retreats in 2017. The retreats are open to all plein
air artists from any group at any skill level, working in
every medium.
“The Institute is a place to paint with minimal
distractions,” said Richter. “We get to appreciate
and learn from the work of other artists in a noncompetitive environment. For many of us, it’s the best
thing we do all year.” Richter said some favorite places
to paint at are the beech woods, Aurohn and Brewster
Lakes, sunrises from the balcony, nearby farms, and
Cedar Creek.

Native Plant Sale Success
The Institute’s Native Plant Sale, a longstanding annual event,
has become a homegrown institution since the installation of
the greenhouse in the fall of 2018. Since 2019 stewardship
staff has grown all of the native plants sold at the sale—over 7,000 plants to
date—in an effort to increase education and use of native plants in the local
community. This influx of new native plants will connect, aid, and increase
populations of native pollinators and birds in the local landscape by providing
habitat and food.
The 2021 Native Plant Sale on May 22 brought a new level of success. More
than 3,500 native plants were sold—a new sales record—thanks, in part, to
the new Native Plant Sale website. The online platform enabled customers
to browse photos and descriptions of wildflowers, grasses, and native garden
flats and submit their order and payment online. Statistics generated from
the website aided stewardship staff in identifying popular items early in the
growing season and increasing their inventory.
This year’s top seller, the Monarch waystation / Pollinator mix, was created
through a partnership with Wild Ones Kalamazoo—Monarch Committee. This
curated mix was designed to provide nectar sources for pollinators all season
long and essential milkweed for migrating monarchs. The kits included
twenty-five wildflower plant plugs and ten free milkweed plugs grown by Mike
Klug, a member of both the Wild Ones and the Institute. This economical,
$50.00 mix was an easy sell for many homeowners interested in creating a
pollinator garden they could register as an official Monarch Waystation. The
Institute sold out of their total 45 kits in late April, so be sure to get yours
early next year!

Pierce Pickups a Regular Option

The Play Space:
Designed for the Kid in All of Us

Brunch is a popular
tradition at the Institute,
but when COVID-19
restrictions shut down
in-person dining, Chef
Dan and the kitchen
staff pivoted and
created Pierce Pickups.

In the years since its grand opening in October
2017, The Play Space, the Institute’s natural
place area, has “played” host to a variety of
visitors from kindergarten through 5th grade
students to adults seeing if they’ve still got
those balance beam skills. This year the
Institute will be working on new mulching,
maintenance on some of the existing
structures, and adding some new natural
themed attractions!

This new meal service
started in September
2020. With a menu
that changes every
two weeks, customers Assistant Chef Melissa Baker and
Chef Dan Belson show off their
appreciate the variety
Pierce Pickup specialties.
of options available.
“We are vegetarian and
enjoy that there nearly always options for us that fit
with our diet,” said customer Brian Hart.
Along with convenience, Pierce Pickups has also
become a bright spot in a rather bleak and stressful
time. “It is like getting a present every week when we
get home and see what we got,” said Laurie Miller, a
Pierce Pickup regular.
Due to popularity, Pierce Pickups will continue for the
foreseeable future. For more information and to order,
visit CedarCreekInstitute.org.
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No Family Left Indoors

No Family Left Indoors continues the tradition of inspiring individuals, couples, and families to spend time outdoors with free, fun
activities around Barry County and the surrounding areas in 2021. With a mixture of in-person (pre-registration required), virtual, and
self-guided activities, there is something for everyone. These programs are a great way to discover new places, learn about different
organizations in the area, and have fun and memorable outdoor experiences. Participants can complete a digital or paper passport. At
least 6 activities must be completed to be eligible for a prize. Paper passports and small prizes for
Generously supported by:
passport completion may be picked up at the Hastings Public Library or Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.
Digital passports may be accessed at http://bit.ly/NFLI2021. Passports must be completed and
submitted by August 9 to be entered into a drawing for larger prizes.

Date		

Event				

Location			

Host

June 7–August 9 Grab and Go Bags		

Hastings Public Library 		

Hastings Public Library

June 8		

Family Night at Camp		

Camp Algonquin			

YMCA of Barry County

June 8		

Constellation Activity		

Self-Guided in your backyard

YMCA of Barry County

June 14–18

Trees on the Trail Activity		

Paul Henry Thornapple Trail

Chief Noonday Chapter/North Country Trail Assoc.

June 14–18

Blazing A Trail Activity		

Stagecoach Park, Middleville

Chief Noonday Chapter/North Country Trail Assoc.

June 22 		

Pond Exploration			

Virtual Event			

Battle Creek Outdoor Ed Center Clear Lake Camp

Pick up a Grab and Go Bag at the Library.

Enjoy a concentrated camp experience including nature trails, games, a craft, and s'mores! This event will be outdoors
and registration is required. To register, visit http://bit.ly/NFLIfamilycamp
Learn how to find constellations in the night sky. Visit the following link to learn more https://stardate.org/nightsky/constellations
Search for and learn about the vast variety of Michigan trees in this scavenger hunt activity. Pick up an activity sheet from the marked
brochure area near the pavilion on the trail north of Crane Road.
Track down the “blue blaze” somewhere between Stagecoach Park heading south to the bridge over Thornapple River.

In this virtual program, get a peek at what lies beneath the surface of the water. Learn about the unique world of aquatic
macroinvertebrates. This is a come-and-go virtual event. Please register in advance at: http://bit.ly/NFLIponds2021

June 28–July 2 Uncle Irving’s Treasure Hunt
Historic Charlton Park 		
										

Historic Charlton Park and
Barry County Parks and Recreation Board

June 28–July 2 Goofy Bridge Picture		
McKeown Bridge Park		
										

Historic Charlton Park and
Barry County Parks and Recreation Board

July 5–9		
Camping Tips from Troop 105
						

Video Premiere July 5 at 6 pm
and will be posted until July 9

Scouts of America Troop 105 and
Village of Middleville

July 14		

Virtual Birds and Coffee Chat

Virtual Event			

W.K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary

July 12–16

Bird Search and Seek		

W.K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary

W.K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary

July 19–23
		

Stroll and Read: 			
Adventure Scavenger Hunt		

Hastings Public Library		
and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

Great Start Collaborative; Hastings Public Library;
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

July 27		

Animal Party at the Library!

Hastings Public Library 		

Hastings Public Library and Barry Co. Farm Bureau

August 3		

A Star is Born Virtual Program

Virtual Event			

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

August 2–6

Sun Bead and Shadow Art Activity Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

Search for clues throughout the village at Historic Charlton Park. Follow them all to collect your prize!

Take a goofy picture on or at McKeown Bridge OR draw a picture of your favorite animal crossing the bridge.

Learn how to set-up a campsite, pick a good location for a tent, start a fire, and make a quick meal from Scouts BSA Troop 105
Middleville. Watch the video for your code word at http://bit.ly/NFLIcampingTroop105
Discover five birds you can find in southwest Michigan by listening to their calls, learning about their habitats, and looking at their
markings. Please register in advance at http://bit.ly/NFLIbirds2021
Seek out life-sized bird prints hidden along the Lake Loop trail. Can you find all 25 hidden birds? Stop by the Resource Center for a
birding trail activity sheet before you search and for your code word after you are finished.

Pick up a Jolly Reading Bag at Hastings Public Library or Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, visit a Free Little Library, and go on a self-guided
Talking is Teaching hike at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.
Celebrate all things ANIMAL! Stop by the Hastings Public Library to go on a scavenger hunt, enjoy a storywalk, create an animal craft, and
more! This event will be outdoors and registration is required. To register, visit http://bit.ly/NFLIanimalparty2021
Join NASA JPL Solar System Ambassador Lisa Wininger to learn about the life of stars, from how they are born, their life cycle, and what
happens when they run out of fuel! Please register in advance at http://bit.ly/NFLIstars2021
Become a UV detective with color-changing sun beads and make a bracelet or keychain to explore the power of the sun, or learn how
shadows move and change shape over time. Pick up a kit at the southside entrance to the Visitor Center.
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Calendar of Events
June Storywalk Book:
Forest Bright, Forest Night

Virtual BioBlitz: The Hidden Life of Orchids

Thursday, June 24				
4 – 5 pm
Michigan is home to almost 60 species of orchids, but a quarter
of them are either endangered, threatened, of special concern,
or extinct. Learn their identifying characteristics, where you
can find them, and the importance of their unique symbiotic
relationships with fungi. You will learn about these plants in a
Zoom presentation and then be given the tools to go outside and
try to identify and record your observations through smartphone
apps and online reporting.
Members FREE; Non-Members $5

by Jennifer Ward; Illustrated by Jamichael Henterly
The forest is alive with
animals both by day and
night—someone is always
awake while someone else
is always asleep. Discover
when each forest animal is
active and be sure to count
the animals on each page
along the Storywalk! Pick
up an activity sheet at the
southside entrance to the
Visitor Center to complete
while reading the story.
FREE

Family Engineering Night: Ready, Aim, Launch!

Thursday, June 24				
6 – 7 pm
To celebrate Family Engineering Night, we will be building
KiwiCo Cannonball launchers, giving away door prizes, and
enjoying family-friendly fun. The projects are geared towards
upper elementary students, but younger students will be able to
participate with assistance from an adult. Pick up your free kit
at the Institute, Delton District Library, Freeport Library, Hastings
Public Library, or Thornapple Kellogg Library between June 17-24.
Learn to build your launcher during the Zoom presentation.
FREE

Virtual Poison Ivy “Scavenger” Hunt

Thursday, June 3				
6 – 6:30 pm
In celebration of National Itch Day, join us in learning how to
identify and avoid poison ivy, poison sumac, and the other plants
that can make us itch.
FREE

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Flying Squirrel Style
Wednesday, June 30			
Related to the brown, gray, or black
squirrels that frequent our backyards,
discover the true ninjas of the night—
flying squirrels—and how they “fly.” This
program will be live-streamed through
Zoom and is open to all ages but is
geared towards families with preschool
through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Virtual Lunch and Learn: Field Station Tour

Thursday, June 10				
Noon – 1 pm
Learn about the exciting work happening this summer at the
Institute’s field station! Hear from student researchers and fellows
as they discuss their research questions, art and writing creations,
and stewardship work and explore their personal journeys of
discovery at the Institute.
FREE

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Night Owls

Wednesday, June 16			
10 – 11 am
Discover how owls are the ultimate
night creature and how their unique
adaptations allow them to rule the
night. This program will be live-streamed
through Zoom and is open to all ages but
is geared towards families with preschool
through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Glow Painting Workshop with Dayna Walton

Virtual Family Yoga Series

Sun Salutations Wednesday, June 23
6 – 7 pm
Pollinator Poses Wednesday, July 21		
6 – 7 pm
Moon Salutations Wednesday, August 18
6 – 7 pm
Between work, camps, sports, and an endless list of activities,
family life can feel overwhelming and disconnected. Family yoga is
one way to reconnect—designed to be experienced together with
parents, sons, daughters, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins,
or those that just feel like family. Jessica McCrumb of Otterdance
Yoga will guide our practice through a variety of movements,
games, and stories around a particular theme designed to
encourage playfulness, laughter, and just plain togetherness time.
This program will be live-streamed through Zoom.
FREE

10 – 11 am
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Wednesday, June 30			
6 – 8 pm
Celebrate the return of fireflies while learning watercolor glow
painting basics from the comfort of your home! Join Dayna Walton
of Solstice Handmade for a virtual class exploring the basics of
watercolors like color mixing, value, and strokes and applying
those techniques to
capture the essence
of bioluminescence,
the production of light
by living organisms, in
nature. All necessary
supplies—photo
references, handouts,
and art supplies—are
included. Register by Watercolor glow painting by Dayna Walton
June 16 to ensure
your supplies arrive in time. The live class will be held via Zoom
meetings and will include time for questions and critiques. The
class also will be video recorded to be used as a reference for
participants to watch later.
Members $30 | Non-Members $40
Limit of 35 participants!

Calendar of Events
July Storybook Walk:
An Extraordinary Ordinary Moth

by Karlin Gray; Illustrated by Stelivana Doneva
Journey through a plain
gray moth’s thoughts as it
compares itself to other,
showier moths only to be
amazed and delighted by
a boy’s wonder in him—a
nice reminder that everyone
and everything, no matter
how seemingly ordinary, is
extraordinary in their own
way. Pick up an activity sheet
at the southside entrance to
the Visitor Center to complete
while reading the story.
FREE

Virtual BioBlitz: Butterflies

Thursday, July 22		
4 – 5 pm
In North America alone, there are over 700 species of butterflies
living in almost every habitat from deserts and prairies to forests
and fens. Learn their identifying characteristics, where you can find
them, and their importance in their ecosystems. You will learn about
these insects in a Zoom presentation and then be given the tools to
go outside and try to identify and record your observations through
smartphone apps and online reporting.
Members FREE; Non-Members $5

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Moths and Moonflowers
Wednesday, July 14		
10 – 11 am
While most butterflies flit
from flower to flower during
the day, many moths prefer
the cover of darkness.
Celebrate National Moth
Week (July 17-25) early by
learning about nature’s
pollination night shift and
the unique flowers they
visit. This program will be
live-streamed through Zoom
and is open to all ages but is
geared towards families with
preschool through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Virtual Lunch and Learn: Lake Sturgeon Rehabilitation

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Playin’ Possum
Wednesday, July 28		

10 – 11 am

From sleeping upside down to “playing dead,” discover the myths
and misconceptions behind this misunderstood marsupial. This
program will be live-streamed through Zoom and is open to all ages
but is geared towards families with preschool through elementaryaged students.
FREE

Thursday, July 15		
Noon – 1 pm
As the most ancient, largest, and longest-living
native species in the Great Lakes, lake sturgeon
have faced many conservation challenges from
overfishing to habitat loss over the centuries and
are currently listed as a state threatened species.
Join the environmental team of the Match-E-BeNash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi as they
discuss the cultural and ecological importance
of Nmé (lake sturgeon) and the tribe’s role in its
restoration to Michigan’s waterways.
Members FREE; Non-Members $5

Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
Pre-payment may be required for some events.
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Exhibit—It’s Only Natural!
Poundings, not paintings…
Travis Waldron is a botanical textile designer who captures the beauty, vibrancy, and magic
found in nature through a process known as leaf and flower pounding. This pounding
process involves gently hammering leaves and flowers onto a canvas of pre-treated cotton
fabric, which absorbs the pigments from the plant material. Travis then employs a technical
pen to outline and enhance her botanical subjects and often quilts the background to
further accentuate details. No paint or dye is ever used in the development of her work—the
color you see is entirely derived from the pounded plant material! This exhibit is a collection
of her unique pounded pieces.
In a recent interview, Travis shared her approach to this art form and what influences her
creative process:
“As a child, I remember playing in the woods filled with awe and wonder. I discovered that
sap from the bloodroot flower had powerful staining qualities and that tea made from
rotting leaves would permanently turn my tennis shoes a curious shade of brown. My
best friend and I created ‘paints’ made from crushed berries and blooms gathered from
the woods or stolen from neighbors’ gardens. To grow up with the freedom to build forts
and play in the neighboring woods for hours fueled my creative nature and was truly a
gift. In addition to this gift of freedom, I received countless others from my parents. Two,
in particular, inform the approach I take to my artwork. My quilting mother gave me her
love of design and fabric and my trail-building father, his deep appreciation of nature. My
exploration of textile design and work with leaf and flower poundings is the convergence of
their influences.”

Irises with Hibiscus (28” x 30”)

Later in life, the simple act of getting a grass stain on a favorite pair of white jeans led to
the quintessential artist’s question: “I wonder what would happen if I …?” This question
pushed Travis to delve further into experimenting with plant dyes and design techniques
used by Native Americans. During this time of experimentation, Travis encountered the work
of Iris Aycock on a visit to the Blue Ridge Mountains. Aycock’s leaf quilts were inspiring and
propelled Travis into further experimentation as a botanical textile designer, resulting in her
more refined and intentional use of plant materials.
Travis explains that “the pounding technique, itself, is a simple one—but the entire process
is complex and labor-intensive. I use fabric from cotton plants grown in the United States as
my canvas. The fabric is boiled in a process known as mordanting, which allows it to readily
absorb botanical pigments. Plant material is selected, arranged, secured to the line-dried
fabric, and gently hammered until the color, shape, and pattern bleed into the cotton. The
piece rests for 24 hours before being post-mordanted, washed, and ironed. The outlines of
the image are carefully enhanced with the use of a technical pen and the background is
quilted before being professionally mounted and framed.”
Travis adds, “The magic I experienced in childhood from playing in the woods continues
today with every pounded piece. Each leaf and flower will yield only a single pounded image,
making these creations a one-of-a-kind piece of artwork. The colors are always a surprise as
the pigments—chlorophylls and carotenoids—respond differently depending on whether they
were gathered from the sunny or shady side of the plant and whether there has been rain or
sun on the previous day. A leaf from the same tree offers a bright green one day and a deep
chestnut brown the next, and, curiously, the pigments from an orange daylily will often turn
blue when pounded. Again, no paints or dyes are used in my work. All the color you see is
directly from plant material. Thus, each piece of artwork is a journey unto itself, and Mother
Nature’s hand is at work as much as my own.”

Tuscon Wildflowers (24” x 28”)

Blankets and Blooms (16” x 20”)

Travis Waldron is a self-taught artist who was born and raised in mid-Michigan and currently splits her time between Michigan, North
Carolina, and Tuscany, Italy. As with many artists, she has a “day job” as a psychotherapist providing counseling services to US military
personnel throughout the world. Her artwork can be found in collections in the US, UK, and throughout Europe. Her framed botanical
poundings are on display and for sale at the Institute, 9 am – 5 pm, Monday through Friday from June through September.
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