
“There is no time like Spring, 
When life’s alive in everything,” 

— from “Spring” by Christina Rossetti
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Research is in the Air!!
In the fall of 2004, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute initiated 
a program that had been a goal since the idea of the 
Institute was first conceived. With the help of retired 
Grand Valley State University President Arend “Don” 
Lubbers, the Institute brought together 11 colleges 
and universities, forming a consortium committed 
to enhancing research opportunities and field-based 
learning experiences for their students and faculty. The 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Biological Field Station 
(BFS) welcomed its first class of researchers and 
faculty mentors the following summer. Modeled on the 
National Science Foundation Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REU) program, students and faculty are 
paid a stipend, receive funds for equipment and supplies, 
and provided housing and meals for their 10 – 12 week 
summer research project. 

Since then the Institute and its supporters have contributed over $1.5 million in research 
funding, providing opportunities for 264 students and 62 faculty mentors. A key outcome 
of this program is the students’ experience. They work with their mentor to design a 
project; write the application; conduct the research, confronting and adapting to inevitable 
variables; manage the budget; and complete their final report. Another key outcome is the 
data gathered, which helps us all better understand the intricacies and interrelatedness of 
our environment. Many students and faculty present their findings at various symposiums 
and research conferences, and some publish their findings in scientific journals. 

Started as an undergraduate research opportunity for students in the natural sciences,
the BFS program has expanded to include graduate students and other disciplines.
In 2010 George and Barbara Gordon provided funding for the Gordon Art Fellowship.
Because of their support, 16 students have explored nature and art through a fully
immersive summer experience. The Nature in Words Fellowship, initiated in 2011 by Diane
Vallilee, offers creative writing students the chance to hone their craft while immersing

themselves in the natural world. So far,
14 students have benefitted from this
experience. Given the success of the
program here, Diane, who now calls
Florida home, has decided to start a
similar program there, opening up an
opportunity for a new donor to fund and
continue Nature in Words here. In 2016
Jack and Sue Steeby started funding the
Steeby Land Management Fellowship,
a program that offers hands-on land
management experiences for students
pursuing a career in land management.
To date, 10 students have completed
this fellowship.

I am very proud of the growth of our BFS 
program, and I hope you are too. We are 
looking forward to the students’ arrival 
this summer and have already started 
planning for a new interdisciplinary 
research opportunity for next year. Stay 
tuned for an update!

Executive Director Michelle Skedgell

A beautiful watercolor rendition of wild lupine created by 
2019 Gordon Art Fellow Sophia Hart.
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Local Conservation Efforts
The Backyard Aerial Acrobat 
The aerial acrobatics of North America’s largest swallow, the 
purple martin (Progne subis), are an absolute wonder to witness 
as they use this technique to not only capture insects in flight 
but to scoop water from ponds or lakes to drink. The attraction 
to purple martins doesn’t end when it lands; there is also their 
physical appearance to keep in mind. Adult males exhibit a 
beautiful iridescent dark purple body and head combined with 
dark brown wings and tail. Females possess duller colors of purple 
on their head and back with a gray chest and belly.

Along with their flying skills, 
purple martins are also 
unique in their habitat 
choice. Unlike other bird 
species, they now almost 
exclusively utilize human-
made structures to nest and 
actually prefer nest sites 
that are in close proximity. 
This preference in nesting 
location is an adaptation 
to centuries of living with 

humans. Prior to European settlement, indigenous peoples hung 
gourds from poles to attract the birds, most likely to provide 
insect control, which remains an important ecological role today 
as well as bird-watching enjoyment. This practice of attracting 
purple martins was adopted by the early English settlers, further 
prompting purple martins to utilize man-made nesting structures.

The North American Breeding Bird Survey has shown that purple 
martin populations have been in annual decline since 2002 
with some regions experiencing declines of up to 6% annually.1 
Purple martin decline is largely due to an invasion from non-
native species, especially European starlings and house sparrows, 
who often kill or injure purple martins and take over established 
colonies. The Purple Martin Conservation Association, as well 
as many local landowners and organizations, have made the 
protection of these beautiful birds a priority, and their efforts are 
contributing to the survival of the species.

Bird watchers and conservationists can do their part to help 
stabilize the population with the installation of martin houses. 
The house designs vary from the traditional hollowed-out gourd 
to an attractive hotel with 16 accommodating rooms. The keys 
to successfully establish a purple martin colony in these nesting 
structures are to select a good location and control the invasion 
from non-native bird species. The ideal location for these houses 
is in an area that is open, allowing for clear flight, which means 
at least 30 feet from a human occupied dwelling and 40 feet 
from any nearby trees.1 It’s also important to properly time the 
martin house installation or opening for the breeding season to 
be available at the exact time the first purple martin scouts return 
to the nesting grounds in the spring, reducing chances of invasion 
from the house sparrows and European starlings. This is generally 
from April 1 – 15 here in southern Michigan.2 While many types of 
cavity nesting birds prefer entrance to the houses to be oriented 
in a specific direction, purple martins do not have a preference to 
which way the nest structure faces. 

Along with providing 
habitat for the 
martins, martin 
house landlords also 
have the opportunity 
to participate in a 
number of citizen 
science research 
projects. The Purple 
Martin Conservation 
Association is 
currently conducting 
a scout-arrival study 
looking at when the 
first martin scouts 
arrive in the spring, 
as well as a Project 
MartinWatch study 
that looks at the 
reproductive biology 
of the birds.2 These 
are great ways to contribute to the conservation of purple martins 
through both habitat improvements and research!

Stay tuned for more information regarding purple martin 
conservation at the Institute and upcoming programs on how to 
establish a purple martin colony in your own backyard!

1 U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey North American Breeding 
Bird Survey. Patuxent Wildlife Research Center Laurel, MD, USA 20708-4038
2 Purple Martin Conservation Association purplemartin.org

Adult female (L) male (R) 

Aerial acrobatic flyers!  goodfreephotos.com

Hotel-style martin house   Tom Wicker flickr.com

Traditional hollowed out gourd style         JR P flickr.com
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Eastern Box Turtle Update 
The Institute’s population of Eastern box turtles, a species of special concern in Michigan, became the focus of an ongoing research 
project after a survey conducted in 2018 found few adult turtles and no young turtles on the property. The youngest turtle identified in 
the survey was about ten years old, indicating most of the box turtles were not surviving 
to become adults. Based on nest predation observed by staff and other researchers, 
researchers from Dr. Jennifer Moore’s lab at Grand Valley State University hypothesized 
most of the turtles never made it out of the nest before being eaten and started 
researching the turtles in 2019. Their goal was to identify strategies to improve the survival 
of young turtles and ultimately lead to a recovery in the Institute’s population by protecting 
nests and the eggs in them with nest guards.

That fall a group of turtle hatchlings was taken to John Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids to be 
overwintered or head started. The goal of head starting is for the young turtles to grow to 
a size where they are less vulnerable to being eaten. While they were at the zoo, they were 
kept warm and fed and grew all winter. In the spring of 2020, they were re-released on the 
property with very small radio transmitters attached to their shell, so researchers could 
follow them and track survival over the summer. 

Given the importance of these hatchlings, Institute supporters, especially those who in 
fact, followed their progress over social media, became very invested in their success. They 
were so popular, the Institute made the opportunity to name them a prize in the 2020 
Latesummer Night’s Green raffle. Four lucky winners named seven baby turtles: David 
Wendling named Charlie and Russell; Sarah Grimes named Walker Miles; Lisa Richter 
named Jasper; and Sandy Burnham named Abby, Luke, and Izzy. 

The hatchlings from 2019 spent this past winter at the Institute, and researchers will return 
in April to check on each of the turtles and replace their transmitter. We will continue to 
share updates on the turtles throughout the year. Many thanks go to Dr. Moore’s lab group 
for their hard work tracking the turtles on the property and to the staff at John Ball Zoo, led 
by Bill Flanagan, for taking such good care of our young turtles.   

Biological Field Station
Biological Field Station (BFS) Research Impacts Local Stewardship Efforts 
Over the past several years the Institute has shifted the focus of its BFS research program to fund 
natural areas management projects relevant to both the Institute and land owners throughout 
Southwest Michigan. This shift in focus was made to better address conservation issues Institute 
staff and other land managers face in an effort to help them protect ecosystems and the 
organisms that depend on them. One of the most important issues is how to best protect rare 
species across the state whose populations have been reduced by habitat loss.

One example of research the Institute has funded is an ongoing wild rice project. Wild rice, 
a culturally important food source for people and wildlife, is the subject of two conservation 
concerns. The first is on the genetics of wild rice. Wild rice is listed as two species 
morphologically, but the genetics of the plants is very complicated and does not correspond 
well with the morphological differences. The second concern has to do with restoring wild rice to 
areas in which it was previously thriving. Historically, wild rice was found widespread throughout 
many lakes and streams in the state. However, in the past 50 years populations have decreased. A number of factors that might 
influence restoration have been identified, but establishing which is most important is a challenge. Understanding both wild rice genetics 
and factors impacting its restoration will help land managers protect this important species and restore it back to the lakes and streams 
in which it was common.

Research projects have also sought to address a number of animal species, including turtles, grassland birds, and freshwater mussels. 
With all of these organisms, researchers focus on identifying different strategies for protecting and increasing their populations. As 
evidenced by the research, the strategy often depends on the species in question. For example, habitat modification is the best strategy 
for grassland birds, protection of organisms at various life states is most effective for eastern box turtles, and extreme methods of 
manipulation, specifically translocation, is needed for freshwater mussels. A common thread binding these projects together is the 
growing evidence that shows many of the rare species in the state may not be able to survive in the long term without significant help 
from people. Ultimately, then, the research conducted through the Institute’s BFS program ensures future generations of Michiganders 
may enjoy the same biodiversity we do today.

Wild rice field

Top photo is a 2019 hatchling, the bottom photo is a 
turtle that was headstarted and rereleased in 2020 
with a radio transmitter attached.
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2021 Summer Research and Fellowship Programs 
This summer the Institute will be providing opportunities for fifteen students from five universities and colleges to work on a wide 
variety of projects. While COVID-19 will still prove to be a challenge, the Institute hopes to provide opportunities to meet and engage 
with the students. 

Environment Research Grants
Josh Arnold from Grand Valley State University (GVSU) will be continuing his 
master’s work looking at the short-term effects of translocation on freshwater 
mussels in Cedar Creek and the Thornapple River. Josh is trying to determine if 
suitable habitat or water quality makes a larger difference for the translocated 
mussels. 

Lewis Clayton will be working with faculty mentor Todd Barkman on hairy 
sunflower, a species of special concern in Michigan. They will be looking at both 
the genetics and demography of this plant in Michigan with the goal of helping 
improve the reproductive success and long-term survival of the species. Lewis and 
Todd are from Western Michigan University (WMU).

Michela Coury is continuing her work 
with spotted turtles, a threatened 
species in Michigan. She is studying 
where and how the turtles use their 
environment as protection against raccoons and other predators. Michela is a graduate 
student at GVSU. 

Faith Kuzma and Anthony Raona will be working with faculty mentors Jen Moore and 
Paul Keenlance from GVSU. They are continuing the release and tracking of head-started 
eastern box turtles. They will be releasing and tracking twenty turtles that have spent the 
winter at John Ball Zoo.

Elliot Fair will be working with faculty mentor Charlyn Partridge on the genetics of wild 
rice. They will use a different set of genetic information than previous studies to help 
identify differences between the two species of wild rice. Elliot is a student at GVSU; 
Charlyn is a faculty member with GVSU’s Annis Water Resources Institute.

Andre Kapteyn and Abigail Liebetreu will be working with Will Miller from Calvin University 
looking at the distribution of ticks across southwest Michigan and identifying how 
these ticks might be moving across the landscape. They will also be testing the ticks for 
diseases, such as Lyme disease.  

Gordon Art Fellowship
Sabrina Searcy of Valparaiso University will be working on a project called “The Unique Beauty of Insects.” She plans to create 
several large paintings of insects in watercolor and ink. Sabrina will be mentored by Sarah Jantzi. 

Kristina Katerberg will be exploring the Institute with her camera, developing images influenced by her use of a prism and light 
painting. Kristina will be mentored by Filippo Tagliati. They are from Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC).

Nature in Words
Ivan Reynolds will be creating a chapbook of poems and illustrations in the form of an encyclopedia. Ivan is a student at GRCC and 
will be working with faculty mentor Maryann Lesert.

Natural Resource Fellowships
Elisia Fritz from GVSU and Allison Lester of WMU will be working as field technicians with the Cedar Creek Watershed Management 
plan. They will help staff collect and analyze water quality data and provide some of the foundational material for the watershed 
management plan.

Kelly Giles of WMU and Anna Miller of GVSU will be this year’s Steeby Land Management Fellows. They will work with Stewardship 
Coordinator Mary Parr to help maintain the natural areas and trails around the Institute. 

Michela Coury 
working at the 
Institute doing spotted 
turtle research 
in 2020. She will 
continue her work through 2021. Spotted turtle 
(inset) with radio transmitter attached.

Josh Arnold researching freshwater mussels in Cedar Creek.
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Salamander Sampling 
While many Michiganders are familiar with the sounds of frogs 
and toads as they make their way to wetlands and ponds each 
spring to find mates and lay eggs, very few are lucky enough 
to witness the yearly nocturnal journey salamanders make to 
vernal pools in forested wetlands. Signaled by the first warm 
rain of the year, salamanders leave the safety of their homes 
in the soil to gather in breeding pools. Interestingly, despite 
the fact they are rarely seen, salamanders are considered 
to be the most abundant vertebrate in most forested 
systems. Pound for pound, researchers have found that the 
total biomass of salamanders is greater than that of white-
tailed deer! Because of their abundance, salamanders are 
important components of the food web in forested systems 
both as predators of soil invertebrates and as prey for larger 
animals like birds and mammals. 
 

Scientists at the Institute have been tracking the salamanders 
on the property, studying the pools they use for reproduction 
and the species found in different areas of the property. The 
main types of salamanders that breed in vernal pools at the 
Institute are spotted salamanders (Ambystoma maculatum) 
and blue spotted salamanders (Ambystoma laterale). Red-
backed salamanders (Plethodon cinereus), which are also 
very abundant at the Institute, do not breed in vernal pools; 
they prefer to lay their eggs on the undersides of logs on the 
forest floor. Tiger salamanders (Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum) 
and four-toed salamanders (Hemidactylium scutatum) are 
occasionally found at the Institute, but they are much less 
common than the red-backed, spotted, and blue spotted 
salamanders. While monitoring the vernal pools this spring, 
staff will identify, count, and measure salamanders within 
the pools and look for egg masses. Salamander egg masses 
look different than frog or toad eggs. Salamander egg masses 
are surrounded by a layer of gel, making it difficult to see 
individual eggs as is possible with frog or toad eggs. 

Salamanders and salamander sampling at the Institute!
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A Quest Like None Other 
With their populations on the rise, ticks are some of the best ambush predators 
out there. Instead of jumping or flying to catch their prey, they crawl to the tip 
of a blade of glass and with outstretched legs wait for unsuspecting animals to 
come to them. Despite the stationary nature of this act, this strategy is ironically 
known as “questing.” As soon as outdoor temperatures reach at least 40˚F, 
ticks are on the hunt, detecting prey by their breath, odor, heat, vibrations, and 
even shadow.

There are hundreds of tick species, but only a few are known to bite and 
transmit disease to humans. Most ticks have a variety of hosts—reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, and mammals—and must feed on blood at every stage of 
their life—egg, larva, nymph, and adult—to survive. It is important to note ticks 
can carry and transmit disease at all life stages. 

Three common tick species at the Institute that use humans as hosts:
• Blacklegged ticks, also known as deer ticks, have reddish-orange bodies 

with black “shields” and legs. Named for their tendency to feed on white-
tailed deer, they are found in low forest vegetation along trails and are 
common carriers of Lyme disease. 

• Lonestar ticks have reddish-brown bodies and a distinct white dot or “lone 
star” on their back. They are found in wooded and grassy areas and are 
associated with Rocky Mountain spotted fever and allergic reactions to red 
meat consumption.

• American dog ticks have dark brown bodies and legs. Their habitat 
includes areas with little to no tree cover such as tall grassy fields and 
low-lying brush. Known to bite both humans and dogs, they are the primary 
transmitter of the bacteria that causes Rocky Mountain spotted fever.

Here are a few tips to avoid being a tick’s next meal:
1.  Wear long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and closed-toed shoes when walking in wooded areas or tall grass. 

Light-colored clothing also can help you spot dark-colored ticks.
2.  Use insect repellents containing 20 – 30% DEET.
3.  Stay near the center of trails and away from tall vegetation where ticks like to “quest.”
4.  Check your pets, as well as your clothes and skin, particularly your scalp, belly button, armpits, ears, and back of 

knees, for ticks after spending time outdoors or every 2 – 3 hours if you’re still outdoors.
5.  Download the Tick App at thetickapp.org, a free smartphone app with information on ticks and the chance to record       

your outdoor activities to help scientists learn more about ticks and prevent disease spread.

Blacklegged tick

Lonestar tick

American dog tickA full tick!
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Joe Pierce Celebrates 25 Years as an Institute Board Member 
Bill Pierce, the Institute’s founder, once described his son, Joe, as a jack of all trades, and Joe’s career 
has proven his dad right. He has worked in real estate, with the DNR, and in machine job shops and 
has owned three game rooms. He also enjoys fishing and playing pool. In fact, he recently won a 9-ball 
pool tournament!

Above all else, though, Joe is passionate about Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. His parents, Bill and 
Jessie Pierce, formed The Willard G. Pierce and Jessie M. Pierce Foundation in 1988 as a way to give 
back to the community, but his dad wanted to do more. After much discussion, the foundation’s board 
approved starting an environmental education center on property purchased after his parents’ deaths. 
Although they never saw it, Joe knows his parents would be proud: “I think dad would be proud of the 
Institute and what we have done, but he would have started it with one big metal building as a school 
room—like a quonset hut!”

During his time on the Board, Joe has served as chairman of the investment committee for 23 years 
and was Board treasurer for three years. He also advocated for building the DeCamp and Gordon 
Maintenance Facility because he felt it was necessary to continue to take care of the Institute. Joe 
enjoys being on the board because he likes to keep up with what is going on at the Institute and to 
help move things in different directions. He also enjoys many of the Institute’s events such as A Latesummer Night’s Green, and he loves 
to attend brunches to talk with all the attendees. Thank you Joe, for all you do for the Institute!

Beyond Aesthetics: Adaptations and Mutualistic Relationships
Native plants are incredibly adapted to their natural communities and as a result have lasting 
adaptations and relationships with the species around them. As the Institute’s Native Plant Sale 
approaches, we would like to highlight what is hidden beyond the aesthetics for just a few species:

Compass plant (Silphium lanciolatum) is a staple prairie species and one of the tallest, often 
reaching ten feet in height! With its magnificent array of yellow flowers, it is typically accompanied 
by perching birds scanning for insects. Compass plant earns its name for its historical use as a 
natural compass. The enormous leaves at the base of the plant are adapted to orient themselves 
with the sun north to south. This adaptation enables it to maximize the rising and setting light from 
east to west, while at noon standing trim to avoid the overhead heat and leaving the leaves cool to 
the touch. This coolness is also a result of its deep roots, reaching 10 – 15 feet and pulling up the 
cool groundwater. These combined adaptations enable the compass plant to survive occasional 
drought and prairie fire. 

Cup plant (Silphium perfoliatum) has a particularly unique leaf shape. Two leaves emerge opposite 
on the stem and are “perfoliate,” meaning they are connected, forming a little cup with the stem in 
the middle. During rainfall, these leafy basins fill with water and hold it for days! These suspended 
reservoirs are heavily frequented by thirsty insects, bees, butterflies, birds, and even the occasional 
tree frog. Many predatory insects like jumping spiders, praying mantis, ladybugs, and wheelbugs 
will linger by these aerial watering holes looking for a tasty meal. Cup plant flowers are a favorite 
nectar source for monarch, painted lady, eastern tiger swallowtail, and red admiral butterflies. In 
the fall, American goldfinches cannot resist a stop to snack on the seeds.  

Wild lupine (Lupinus perennis) is a key indicator of remnant sand prairie and the sole host 
plant for the federally endangered Karner blue butterfly. The caterpillar of the Karner blue 
feeds exclusively on the highly nutritious lupine tissue. 
This tissue is so nutritious that after the caterpillar 
excretes it as a waste, other scavenging insects like ants will eat 
it. Ants have a highly beneficial mutualistic relationship with the 
Karner blue caterpillar; they will harvest the larvae waste and in 
return provide protection from predators. Ant colonies function as 
“farmers” for many species of insects that excrete nutrient rich 
plant material. In this case, research has shown that the ants’ 
“farming” results in higher offspring success rates.

Compass plant

Cup plant

Wild lupineKarner blue on wild lupine.

Willard “Joe” Pierce
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Calendar of Events
April Storywalk Book: 
The Secret Pool 
by Kimberly Ridley, 
Illustrated by Rebekah Raye
Explore the secret world of vernal 
pools. Often mistaken for mere 
puddles or mud holes in the woods, 
learn how these pools are home to 
many forest creatures and change 
throughout the seasons.

Poetry on the Trails: A Celebration of the 25th 
Anniversary of National Poetry Month
Thursday, April 1 – Friday, April 30
Celebrate nature and its inspiration to poetry by walking our 
trails and reading the writings of past Nature in Words fellows. 
Poems include “Budding” by Gabriela Lantinga on the Tall 
Grass Prairie Trail, “rewrites: cedar wood forest, southwest” 
by Addissyn House on the east side of the Beech Maple Ridge 
Trail, and “There is something about the trees” by Paige 
Chung on Brewster Lake Trail. After your walk, return to the 
Visitor Center and pick up some poetry prompts, a pencil, and 
some paper and try writing your own poem. We invite you to 
submit your poem to the Institute to be entered into a contest. 
The winning poet will win a $20 Event Pass, and the winning 
poem will be included in an upcoming issue of the Institute’s 
newsletter. 
FREE 

Spring Break STEAM Grab-and-Go Kits
Saturday, April 3 – Sunday, April 11
Stop by the Institute or your local Barry County library and pick 
up a free kit of fun hands-on STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) activities to keep learning during 
Spring Break. Kit topics include insects, animal tracks and 
scat, birds, food chains, and much more.
FREE

Virtual Creature Feature: Our Amphibian Friends
Tuesday, April 6   10 – 11 am
Join us for a little learning and a lot of fun with a live animal 
program featuring Michigan’s amphibians and Battle 
Creek Outdoor Education Center. Discover their amazing 
adaptations to live both in water and on land and what makes 
these creatures one of the most endangered animal groups 
in the world. This program will be live-streamed through Zoom 
and Facebook Live, so you will have an opportunity to interact 
with and ask questions of the speaker.  
FREE

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Cacophonous Croakers 
Friday, April 16   10 – 11 am
Discover the many sights and sounds of Michigan’s amphibians 
in spring through stories, hands-on activities, and suggestions for 
short “strolls” on trails or through your neighborhood. This program 
will be live-streamed through Zoom and Facebook Live, so you will 
have an opportunity to interact with Community Program Manager 
Ellen Holste. This program is open to all ages but is geared towards 
families with preschool through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Science Storytime: Salamanders and Vernal Pools
Friday, April 23   10:30 – 11:15 am
Learn about salamanders and their habitat through stories, songs, 
and engaging activities in this storytime hosted by the Hastings 
Public Library and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. This storytime will 
be live-streamed through Zoom and Facebook Live, so you will have 
an opportunity to interact with and ask questions of Youth Services 
Librarian Paige Brandli and Community Program Manager Ellen 
Holste. Although open to all ages, this storytime is recommended for 
toddlers through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Virtual Lunch and Learn: 
PLANT POWER!: Native Plants in Your Landscape for 
Birds, Butterflies, and Bees
Friday, April 30   Noon – 1 pm
Join Christopher Hart, horticulturist at HartScapes, as he discusses 
how to incorporate native plants in your landscape, the specific 
plants that will attract our native animals and insects to your 
backyard, and the importance of natives in gardens.
Members FREE  | Non-Members $5

May Storywalk Book: 
Flowers are Calling 
by Rita Gray,
Illustrated by Kenard Pak
Have you ever wondered what 
flowers would say if they could 
talk? Who would they talk to? 
How would they talk? Take 
a journey through different 
habitats in this month’s storywalk and learn the who, what, why, and 
how of “flowers are calling.”

Endangered Species Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, May 1 –  Monday, May 31
Pictures of some of Michigan’s many endangered and threatened 
species have been hidden on our trails. Try to find them all 
while learning fun and interesting facts about each one. Collect 
and unscramble the letters associated with them to discover a 
hidden code to win a prize and be entered into a drawing for a big 
prize. Come to the Visitor Center or email your code to holstee@
cedarcreekinstitute.org for your prize.
FREE 



Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
Pre-payment may be required for some events.
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Virtual Lunch and Learn: The Rarest of Them All: 
A Personal Journey with Butterfly Conservation
Thursday, May 20   Noon – 1 pm

Join Dr. Nick Haddad, Professor in the 
Department of Integrative Biology and 
W.K. Kellogg Field Station at Michigan 
State University and author of the 2019 
critically-acclaimed book The Last 
Butterflies: A Scientist’s Quest to Save 
a Rare and Vanishing Creature, as he 
discusses his personal experiences 
working with some of the rarest and 
lesser-known butterflies, the challenges 

we all face in conserving them, and his hope for their recovery. 
Members FREE  |  Non-Members $5

Native Plant Sale
Saturday, May 22   8 am – Noon
Please check the available species list on the Institute’s 
website. This sale is drive-thru only; all plants must be ordered 
prior to the sale by Friday, May 7 at 5 pm. 

If You Build It, Will They Come?: 
Virtual Bee House and Pollinator Habitat Workshop 
Saturday, May 22   1 – 3 pm
In this hands-on workshop, learn 
about the importance of native 
bees for both our ecosystems 
and our lives. You will receive 
materials and step-by-step 
instructions to make your own 
bee house and plants for a “bee-
friendly” backyard. Discover how 
you can also “bee” a positive 
change by contributing to a 
community science project. Space 
is limited; please register by Sunday, May 16. Materials can 
be picked up at the Institute May 17 – 22. This talk will be 
live-streamed through Zoom, so you will have an opportunity to 
interact with the speakers and other participants. 
Members $20  |  Non-Members $25  
$15 for each additional family member 
Due to the inclusion of live plants, no shipping option is 
available for this workshop.

Last Chance to See Southwest Michigan Watercolor 
Society Art Exhibit! 
The Southwest Michigan Watercolor Society members will 
continue their exhibit of recent watercolor paintings through 
May 20.  

A new exhibit will be on our walls on May 25. More details to 
come in our next issue.

Virtual BioBlitz: The Other Songs of Spring: 
Frogs and Toads
Thursday, May 6   4 – 5 pm 
Michigan is home to thirteen frog and toad species. Learn the 
physical differences between species; where and when to find them; 
how you can identify them by listening to their peeps, croaks, and 
ribbits; and why they are important to our lives! Participants will learn 
about these organisms in a Zoom presentation and then given the 
tools to go outside and identify and record their observations 
through smartphone apps and online reporting.
Members FREE  |  Non-Members $5

Science Storytime: 
Marvelous Morels and Other Mushrooms
Friday, May 7   10:30 – 11:15 am
Discover the fungus among us as we learn about morels and other 
mushrooms that we can find in the spring through stories, songs, 
and engaging activities in this storytime hosted by the Hastings 
Public Library and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. This storytime will 
be live-streamed through Zoom and Facebook Live, so you will have 
an opportunity to interact with and ask questions of Youth Services 
Librarian Paige Brandli and Community Program Manager Ellen 
Holste. Although open to all ages, this storytime is recommended for 
toddlers through elementary-aged students.
FREE

Self-Guided Spring Wildflower Hikes
Saturday, May 8   9 am – 4 pm
Celebrate National Wildflower week by taking a self-guided hike 
highlighting Michigan’s many, yet ephemeral, spring wildflowers. From 
trillium to spring beauty, flowers will be flagged along a two-mile trail 
loop. You will be given a paper guidebook as well as downloadable 
audio files with more information about these ephemeral beauties. 
Try making a game out of it with a wildflower BINGO sheet, marking 
the wildflowers you have or haven’t seen. Institute staff will be on site 
to answer your spring wildflower questions.
FREE

Virtual Stroll with Nature: Cicadas!
Friday, May 14   10 – 11 am
They’re back! Every 17 years the Great Eastern Brood of cicadas 
emerge from their underground burrows and deafen us with their 
collective buzzing and clicking sounds. Join us in exploring these 
periodic visitors while learning about when and where to find them, 
where they go the other 16 years, and why and how they make so 
much “noise!” through stories, hands-on activities, and suggestions 
for short “strolls” on trails or through your neighborhood. This 
program will be live-streamed through Zoom and Facebook Live, so 
you will have an opportunity to interact with and ask questions of 
Community Program Manager Ellen Holste. This program is open 
to all ages but is geared towards families with preschool through 
elementary-aged students.
FREE

Bee entering bee house similar to 
the one made in this workshop.  
  pixabay.com

Saint Francis’ satyr.   
          creativecommons.org


