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Undergraduate Research Grants for the Environment (URGE)

URGE Travel Grant Application 
1. Purpose: 

The purpose of this grant is to provide travel support for URGE participants who have completed their summer research to present their results at a regional, national, or international scientific conference. This award, along with any monies provided by the grantee’s home institution, will lower the financial barriers for students to complete the sharing of their research results with the scientific community.  Awards will be made based on the desired conference, the quality of the research performed during the URGE program, quality of the abstract and application, and available funds.  Applicants can request up to $400 for conferences within the U.S. and $600 for international conferences to reimburse registration fees, travel, room, and board costs for the conference.  
2. Eligibility:  

The URGE travel grant is available to former URGE researchers who are full-time undergraduate students or are recent college graduates who will be presenting at their desired conference within six months following graduation.  Student researchers must be presenting the results of their research completed as an URGE researcher.  Applicants can be presenting their results as either a poster or an oral presentation at the conference.  Conferences may be regional, national or international and must be relevant to the completed research.  
3. Grant Award:  

The Pierce Foundation Board and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute will review and approve grant requests based on the following:

a. Quality of the application including researcher’s statement

b. Appropriateness of the conference to the research 

c. Past performance as an URGE researcher
d. Originality and strength of the research to be presented
e. Available funds
Grantees will be reimbursed for their expenses after they have been incurred. Awards will be made until the budget has been expended. 
4. Application Process:

To be considered, applicants must submit the following:

1. Application (found below), including an abstract of the poster or presentation.

2. A letter of support from a faculty member from their institution. The letter should speak specifically to the quality of the student’s scholarship and their ability to actively engage in the conference proceedings.  Please indicate the faculty member who will be providing the letter in your application.  
3. Provide documentation that the student’s poster or presentation has been accepted at the conference.
An original signed copy of the materials above must be received at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute at least 30 days prior to the conference.  Candidates will be notified of their award within 10 business days of receiving the application.
Applications should be mailed to: 

Matthew Dykstra

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

701 W. Cloverdale Road

Hastings, MI 49058

5. Responsibilities and Reporting:

Grantees are expected to present at the conference for which they have requested funds.  If a grantee is not able to present or attend the conference they requested funds for they will not be reimbursed for any expenses.  

Grantees are asked to provide a copy of the section of the conference schedule in which they appear and a photo of their poster or presentation (if possible) from the conference that may be used by the Institute for promotional purposes.  Grantees will be reimbursed for their expenses at the following rates up to the total of the grant award.  Grantees may not be reimbursed for the same items from the grant and any grants provided by their home institution.  Original receipts are required for rental cars, airfare, and lodging and must be submitted to Pierce Cedar Creek Institute for reimbursement.
Reimbursement Rates:

Personal Vehicle Mileage - 50¢ per mile from campus or home, whichever is less. 
Rental Cars - Original bill required.

Airfare - Original invoice or receipt required.

Parking, Tolls - No receipt required.

Meals - including tips, excluding alcoholic beverages 
Breakfast - $ 6.00; Lunch - $9.00; Dinner - $15.00; Full Day - $30.00

Lodging - Original bill required showing all charges. Deduct personal charges such as phone and movies.

URGE Travel Grant Application
Must be typed

College or University:      
Applicant
Name:      

Student #:      
Local Address:       

Permanent Address:        

Phone:                  
E-mail:      
Major:       

Emphasis (if applicable):      
Anticipated graduation date:        

Current GPA:                       

Faculty Member
Name:      

Department:      
Address:      



Phone:                        E-mail:      
Conference information

Name of conference:       
Sponsoring organization:      
Conference Date:      
Conference Location:      
Title of Research Presentation/Poster:      
Abstract of Research Presentation/Poster:      
Please describe in a short paragraph why you are a good candidate for this scholarship. Include a statement of your career goals, and any other considerations you feel would help the selection committee. 

     
Budget Summary 

Registration fees
     
Estimated costs for travel (mileage, car rental, airplane tickets, etc.)  
     
Estimated lodging costs for the conference
     
Estimated per diem costs (food, beverages, etc.)
     


  Total                                                    $      

Amount of support that you will be receiving from your home institution:
     
Signatures

___________________________________       ________      
 Student Researcher


            Date


___________________________________       ________      
 Faculty Mentor


 
            Date 
   

