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devices developed at the time. Buoyant and pod-shaped, the metal life-car was used to rescue shipwreck victims when the vessel was foundering near land. While 
standing on the beach, a person from a lifesaving station used a cannon-like gun to shoot sturdy lines out to the ship, which woÕÌÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÂÅ ÔÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÍÁÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ
-car was attached to, and pulled, along these lines. Up to four people were bolted into the airtight compartment. They laid flat as they were hauled through the rough 
waters to the safety of the shore. - americanhistory.si.edu 
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As maritime traffic expanded in the early 19th century, especially 
with the rise in passenger travel, water safety became a top priority 
for American shipping inventors. The life-car, patented by Joseph 
Francis in 1845, was one of the most successful life-preserving 
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that it began around 1582 in France with the reform of the calendar under Charles IX. The Gregorian Calendar was introduced, and New Year's Day was moved from 
March 25 - April 1 (new year's week) to January 1.  Communication traveled slowly in those days and some people were only informed of the change several years later. 
Still others, who were more rebellious refused to acknowledge the change and continued to celebrate on the last day of the former celebration, April 1. These people 
were labeled "fools" by the general populace, were subject to ridicule and sent on ΅ÆÏÏÌȭÓ ÅÒÒÁÎÄÓȟ΅ ÏÒ sent invitations to nonexistent parties and had other practical jokes 
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A ship canal, about 82 km (51 mi) long, crossing the Isthmus of Panama in the Canal Zone and connecting the Caribbean 
Sea with the Pacific Ocean. It was begun by the French in 1881, but the project was abandoned in 1889. The United States 
gained construction rights after Panama declared its independence in 1903, and the canal was opened on August 15, 1914. 
A 1977 treaty stipulated that the Panamanians gained full rights of sovereignty over the canal on December 31, 1999. 
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