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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Hosts Nationally-Known Painter for Winter Art Exhibit 

 

Hastings, MI—The strength and beauty of nature is apparent in the paintings of Kalamazoo artist Colin Alexander, 

whose exhibit is now on display at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. Featuring 29 oil and watercolor paintings, the exhibit 

of western landscapes, bears, deer, wolves, and bison runs now through the end of February, 2015. The exhibit is 

FREE and open to the public Monday – Friday from 9 am – 5 pm. 

“I started painting when I was a kid and my parents encouraged me all along,” said the Illinois native. “After high 

school I worked for a machine tool company and decided it was not what I wanted to do. So, I went to the American 

Academy of Art in Chicago. At the time, if you wanted to study illustration that’s where you went.” 

 

Alexander was a graphic designer and illustrator with his own business in the Kalamazoo area, where he drew and 

painted such things as Kellogg’s Tony the Tiger. He retired seven years ago to pursue his passion of fine art painting.  

 

Four years ago he entered the “Paint the Parks” competition which was designed to illustrate the importance and 

beauty of public land and America’s National Parks. 

 

“They pick the top 100 paintings in the country and divide the country up into three regions for a top 33 in each 

region,” he said. “I was fortunate to get a piece selected. I did Yellowstone Park for my first piece. The painting was 

‘Spring on the Firehole’ and it had a couple of bison and geysers going off in the background. In 2011, I did two 

pieces for the competition featuring Glacier National Park and both pieces were selected.”  

 

His most recent accomplishment is being juried into the Western Heritage Artists of Great Falls, Montana.  

 

“It is quite an honor to be part of that professional group,” he said. “They do one big show a year. They call it ‘March 

in Montana’ which is a Charles M. Russell event. It celebrates Russell’s birthday and the whole town is nothing but 

art. I am already seeing full page ads for that event. The Western Heritage Artists take over the Holiday Inn there and 

each artist sets up a gallery in their rooms. People fly in on private jets for the weekend to buy art.” 

 

When asked how he got interested in the West and specifically Montana, Alexander said it was a ski trip with his 

son. Now, his son and daughter live in Montana and he and his wife, Susan, go west for a couple months each year.  

 

“And, my parents took us out west when I was a kid and I fell in love with it,” Alexander said. “My great grandfather 

worked for the Denver-Rio Grande railroad and my grandfather used to tell me these funny stories about the West. 

So, I developed an interest early on.” 
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According to Alexander, the best thing about being a wildlife artist is spending time with the animals.  

 

“That’s just so cool to me,” he said. “In Montana, I have been out there so many times that if I want to paint white-

tailed or mule deer, I know when and where to find them. I have always had a love for animals. I think that comes to 

me from my grandfather and father. My dad liked to duck hunt and I did a lot of that. I don’t hunt anymore and 

would rather shoot with a camera.”  

 

When Alexander began painting wildlife and landscapes full-time it was in watercolors, but the very fine brush work 

of depicting fur and feathers was not for him.  

 

“It was very tedious and it drove me crazy,” he said. “I am a little more impressionistic now which I like. It’s very 

colorful and you don’t spend a lot of time rendering things. It’s light and shadow.” 

 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute will host an artist’s reception for Colin Alexander on Sunday, December 14. The 11 am– 

2 pm reception is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. 

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for a calendar of upcoming events. Find the Institute on 

Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-

37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Miles of trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image:  

The wildlife paintings of nationally-known artist Colin Alexander will be exhibited at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute from 

December through February. Alexander is pictured with one of his current favorites “1,000 Pounds of Trouble” 

depicting a grizzly bear kicking up dust. 
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