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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute and Pennock Health Services Partner on Trees for Life Program 

  
 

Hastings, MI – Twice a year, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute partners with Pennock Health Services to celebrate 
the arrival of newborns with the gift of a live oak sapling. Proud parents receive a certificate for the tree in their 
Pennock baby bag and later pick up a sapling, at the Institute, to plant in honor of their new child. 

 
Since the Trees for Life program began in 2003, nearly 4,500 certificates have been distributed to parents 

whose babies were born at Pennock Hospital, and over 250 oak saplings have been given to families. The program’s 
goal is to help commemorate the value of a new life coming into the world, while highlighting the importance nature 
plays in all our lives.   

 
According the Michelle Skedgell, executive director of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, the Trees for Life idea 

was brought to the Institute by one of its supporters. The couple wanted to make a difference in Barry County, and 
they have funded the program since the beginning.   

 
 “Children can say, ‘This is my tree, planted for me,’ and the families can enjoy seeing their oak tree grow as 

their child grows,” said Skedgell. “And, that’s important because it’s what each person and family does with their 
own property that determines the environment in which we all live. We are very excited that Pennock Health Services 
is a partner with us on this project and are helping to bring trees to Barry County with a very special meaning.” 

 
Trees add beauty, produce oxygen, and reduce pollution. Shade trees can reduce energy bills in summer and 

winter. They provide nesting sites for song birds, plus food and cover for wildlife. With an average life span of 100 to 
300 years and an average height of 50 to 90 feet, an oak is a testament to strength and longevity. As the family 
raises their child, they also nurture the tree in a healthy, sustainable environment— which is a great message to 
share with children and families. 
             

This spring’s tree give-away will be Saturday, April 12 from Noon – 3 pm at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 
Saplings will also be available for pick-up the following week, Monday – Friday, 9 am – 5 pm, while supplies last. 
Families are encouraged to pre-register by calling (269) 721-4190. 

 
Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 to register and for a calendar of upcoming events.  

Follow us on Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles 
west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn 
to dusk. 
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Attached Image: Max and Lisa Wilson with Avery Annalynn and their Trees for Life oak sapling in the fall of 2013. 


