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One Day, Two Great Tree Care Workshops at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

 
  

Hastings, MI–Most trees will grow quite well on their own, but ornamental and fruit trees grow better with the proper 

care. On March 28, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute will offer two workshops where participants can learn how to care 

for the different varieties of trees on their property. From 9 am – Noon, Bill Shane of MSU Extension will teach an 

Introduction to Fruit Trees workshop and cover the basics of fruit tree variety selection, pruning, disease and pest 

control. In the afternoon, Barry County Conservation District Forester Shawn Kelly will present a beginner’s Tree Care 

Workshop from 1 – 3 pm. Kelly will talk about ornamental tree care and how to manage a small woodlot with 

specific attention to pruning and disease prevention.  

 

According to Institute Program Manager Matt Dykstra, planting ornamental and fruit trees can be an excellent way of 

diversifying a home landscape, and fruit trees are especially important for anyone interested in homesteading or 

permaculture. “Many fruit trees are quite attractive and can provide significant amounts of food with minimal care,” 

said Dykstra. “Proper pruning allows both ornamental and fruit trees to become more useful, attractive, and easier 

to integrate into a landscape. While pruning isn’t terribly difficult, proper timing and cutting will minimize problems 

with the trees.” 

 

Registration deadline for both programs is 5 pm on Wednesday, March 25. The cost for Introduction to Fruit Trees is 

$30 for Institute members and $37 for non-members. The Tree Care Workshop is $12 for members and $16 for 

non-members. Both instructors will provide handouts. 

 

For more information or to register, visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

is located near Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. 
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Proper care and pruning of trees is essential to their health. Learn more at tree care workshops offered by Pierce 

Cedar Creek Institute on Saturday, March 28. 
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