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Thornapple River Paddle Trip Hosted by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

 

Hastings, MI—Learn about one of Barry Counties most precious resources, the Thornapple River, on a four-hour 

canoe tour. On Saturday, July 26, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Program Manager Matt Dykstra will guide the 

educational river “hike.” On a leisurely float from Charlton Park to Tyden Park, from 9 am – 1 pm, canoers can 

observe the many birds, mammals, and aquatic life along the river. Dykstra will also talk about the centuries of 

known human habitation within the Thornapple River Valley. 

 

“This trip down the Thornapple will be a great way to explore the stream and learn about some of the local natural 

history of the river,” said Dykstra. “As we travel down the river we will have the opportunity to see many of the wild 

creatures for whom the river is importan,t and we will be able to discuss how the river was utilized historically by 

both American Indians and European settlers.” 

The tour will begin with instructions on how to navigate a canoe and the basic elements of river safety. A local canoe 

livery with provide the water craft, life jackets, plus transportation for the event.  

Cost for Institute members is $18 per person and $23 for each non-member. Registration deadline is 5 pm on July 

22. Pre-registration and payment are required to participate. 

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 to register and for a calendar of upcoming events. Find the 

Institute on Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles 

west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn 

to dusk. 
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The Thornapple River has been inhabited by humans for thousands of years and has been used for everything from 

food to transportation. 
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