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Enjoy the Wonder and Beauty of Spring Wildflowers at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute  

Hastings, MI–See the best of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute property during the annual wildflower hikes on Saturday, 

May 2 in the Little Grand Canyon, a 60-foot deep glacial gorge. The area is consistently full of early spring 

wildflowers such as trillium and marsh marigolds. Institute Program Manager Matt Dykstra will lead two separate 

two-hour hikes starting at 9 am and 11 am.  

“Old favorites like spring beauty and trillium, as well as less familiar flowers like woodland anemones and even 

Dutchman’s breeches abound in the Little Grand Canyon,” said Dykstra. “The secluded area has an especially rich 

diversity of plants, allowing participants to experience them in a wonderful setting.” 

 

Many of the plants emerge for only a couple of months and the flowers for as little as a day. Those interested in 

seeing this seasonal splendor are encouraged to make a special effort to join these hikes. Other spring flowers to 

look for are the blue flag iris, hepatica, spring cress, and toothwort. The hike has steep terrain and can be 

strenuous.  

 

The hikes are $3 for Institute members and $6 for non-members. Space is limited. Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or 

call (269) 721-4190 to register, and for a calendar of upcoming events. Follow the Institute on Facebook. Pierce 

Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles 

east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image 1:  

Hikers look for spring wildflowers on the trails of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s Little Grand Canyon. 
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