
December 2014 – February 2015 

Highlights by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute: 
 Fun Winter Activities 

 Winter Festival 

 ScienceStrong and Grow Native! 

 Maple Syrup Workshop 

 Nature In Words Poetry 

Just the mention of winter or snow can make some people cringe, but 

there are many opportunities to witness beauty and get outside to be 

active in winter. This season the Institute is hosting its second annual 

Winter Festival packed with family sledding, snowshoeing, storytelling, and 

wintery crafts. Be sure to sign up for Chef Richard Centala’s heart-warming 

monthly brunches, the snowshoe-making or maple syrup workshops, 

backyard bird counting, and don’t miss out on Colin Alexander’s art exhibit. 

Winter doesn’t have to mean being stuck inside for months, so get outside 

and explore the opportunities the Institute has to offer. 

Winter trail at the Institute by Jim Toburen 



 Make ice bubbles—When the 

temperature drops below 32OF, blow 

bubbles and watch them freeze. 
 

 Decorate the snow—Give kids spray 

bottles of water tinted with food 

coloring to decorate snow sculptures 

(or any snow, really!). 
 

 Have a scavenger hunt in the snow—

Make colored-water ice cubes and hide 

them around the yard for a wintertime 

scavenger hunt. 
 

 Go sledding and tubing—Check out the 

Institute’s sledding hill this winter! 
 

Not only does winter present a perfect 

time for outdoor physical activities, but it 

can also be a time for a little 

experimentation with the science of cold. 
 

 

 Unique snowflakes—On a snowy day, 

take a piece of black construction 

paper and catch snowflakes. Use a 

magnifying glass to observe the 

individual snowflakes. Draw or 

describe the differences between 

flakes. 
 

 Magic with ice—Place an ice cube in a 

cup of water. Cut a piece of string a 

few inches long. Try to pick up the ice 

cube by touching the string to the wet 

ice. Nothing happens. Now dip the 

end of the string in the water and lay 

it across the ice cube. Sprinkle salt on 

top of both the ice cube and the 

string. Wait a minute and then pull 

the ice cube out of the cup with the 

string. The salt melted the ice slightly, 

and the water refroze around the 

string making a solid bond between 

ice cube and string. 
 

Michigan is historically a “Winter 

Wonderland,” and according to the 

Farmer’s Almanac, the winter of 2014-15 

will be colder and snowier than normal in 

West Michigan. Luckily, there is beauty in 

the shorter days and frigid nights of winter. 

A real Michigan winter is the opportunity to 

get outside (properly dressed and fed) and 

experience the many winter wonders only 

snow and cold can create. One such 

wonder is the phenomenon known as a 

“Sun Dog,” a refraction of sunlight through 

ice crystals similar to the warm weather 

spectacle of a rainbow.  
 

Gaining a fresh perspective on the coldest 

season is easy. Simply doing something 

unconventional in the snow, such as the 

often-overlooked winter activities of shovel 

sledding, snow labyrinth building, powder 

broomball, wildlife tracking, snow kayaking 

in the yard, or using the barbeque grill to 

make hot cocoa and s’mores while 

watching the clear, frigid night sky, can add 

to winter fun. 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute encourages 

you to get outside this winter and discover 

something new about your yard, 

neighborhood, or county during the colder 

months. Here are some ideas for being 

active this winter:  

 Go snowshoeing—Rent snowshoes at 

the Institute for a winter hike on one of 

the trails. If you are an Institute 

member, snowshoe use is free. 
 

 Go cross-country skiing—While downhill 

skiing can be exhilarating, cross-country 

skiing will really get the heart pumping 

on the seven miles of Institute trails.  
 

 

 Make snow sculptures, snow forts, 

snow castles, and snow people—Get 

creative and bring out the beach 

buckets and shovels, along with other 

tools, to help sculpt snow and ice. 
 

Winter Fun 

Hours 
 

Visitor Center 
 

Monday – Friday 9 am – 5 pm 

Weekends – Open for programs only 

 

Holiday Hours 
Closed 

Wednesday, December 24 

Thursday, December 25 

Wednesday, December 31 

Thursday, January 1 

  

Trails 
Open Daily 

Dawn – Dusk 
 

Trails will be closed for Firearm Deer Season 

November 15 – 30 
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Jonas, Ben, and Audrey Howell had a great time on 

the sledding hill located behind the dining room. 

Snowshoe rental is free to Institute members and only 

$5 for non-members. 



 Make icicles—Take an empty can and 

punch a small hole in the bottom. 

Punch two holes near the top of the can 

and attach string to make a handle. Fill 

the can with water and hang it outside 

on a day when temperatures are at or 

below 32OF. Leave it overnight and 

observe the icicles that have formed. 

Add food coloring to the water and 

make awesome icicles! 
 

For even more winter fun, Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute will be celebrating the 

season during its second annual January 

Brunch and Winter Festival on Sunday, 

January 11 from 10 am – 4 pm. The 

Festival will give everyone the chance to try 

out snowshoeing and sledding, along with 

making some winter-related crafts (see 

page 11 for more details and a complete 

schedule). 
 

Sara Parr Syswerda,  

Education and Field Station Director 

Dressing Appropriately for 

Winter Activity 
 

Sir Rannulph Fiennes, described by 

The Guinness Book of Records as the 

world’s greatest living explorer, 

remarked, "There is no such thing as 

bad weather, only inappropriate 

clothing." 
 

During the winter, dress in layers, so 

each layer can be removed or added 

as activity or temperature changes. 

Avoid wearing cotton, as cotton holds 

on to moisture. Synthetic fabrics or 

wool blends will retain warmth when 

wet. Mittens keep fingers warmer 

than gloves, and always wear a hat. 

Choose wool or synthetic socks and 

wear waterproof boots or shoes—once 

feet get wet and cold, it is harder to 

keep the rest of the body warm. 
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Snowshoe Lacing Workshop 
Saturday, January 24  9 am – 4 pm (includes lunch) 

Saturday, January 31  2 – 5 pm (optional follow-up session) 
 

Traditional snowshoes really come into their own off-trail and in deep snow. 

Participants of this workshop will learn how to hand lace their own traditional style 

snowshoes. The white ash framed snowshoes are laced with a nylon material that is 

easier to work with than rawhide and is more durable. The workshop includes 

snowshoe frames, lacing, bindings, and finishing materials. An optional session to 

help participants complete the lacing is scheduled for the following Saturday. Pre-

registration and pre-payment is required. The deadline for registration is January 12. 

 

$175 for Members   |   $195 for Non-Members 
Lunch is included. Additional lunches $10 each 

 

Snowshoe options: 
Model   Dimensions  Suggested Weights* 

Green Mountain   10" x 36"  Up to 200 lbs. 

Huron    12" x 42"  Up to 220 lbs. 

Ojibwa S  10" x 48"  Up to 140 lbs. 

Ojibwa M  11" x 54"  Up to 240 lbs. 

Ojibwa L   12" x 60"  Up to 260 lbs. 

Alaska L   10" x 56"  Up to 260 lbs. 

Alaska XL  12" x 60"  Up to 300 lbs. 

 
*Suggested maximum weight includes the weight of the snowshoer and load they are carrying. 

Snow conditions will also impact the recommended size; deep and/or fluffier snows require 

larger snowshoes. 

Ojibwa snowshoes have a pointed tail and toe 

and are relatively long. Their long, narrow shape 

makes them fast and easy to use. They are 

intermediate in flotation but are less maneuverable than 

the Bearpaw or Huron. 

Huron or Michigan snowshoes have a short, wide toe 

but a long, pointed tail. They are an intermediate 

style, having the long tail for good tracking but a 

short toe for easier maneuverability.  

Green Mountain or Bear Paw snowshoes are 

typically the widest and shortest snowshoe. 

They offer good maneuverability but may have 

less flotation and speed than other styles. 

Alaskan style snowshoes are the largest and provide the 

most flotation. They have a rounded toe and pointed 

tail like the Hurons but are very long and relatively 

narrow. They are best for the deepest snows and 

the largest loads. 



Conservation and Stewardship 
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The goal of prairie restoration is to 

preserve the species richness of the 

past by removing any vegetation (native 

or exotic) that was not an integral part of 

the original community. But, having an 

admirable goal doesn’t mean actual 

hands-on management always looks 

pretty or feels pleasant. At times, it can 

be extremely hard to feel good about 

deciding which plant gets to live and 

which plant must be extracted from the 

earth or severed from its roots. 
 

During the summer, Marie Hallinen, 

2014 Nature In Words grant recipient, 

volunteered to remove woody vegetation 

(both native and non-native) from the 

Institute’s prairies. Hallinen thoughtfully 

points out in her poem “Burns” (see 

below) the very ethical dilemma many 

conservationists struggle with: When, if 

ever, is it appropriate to eliminate native 

vegetation from a natural community? In 

many conservationist’s minds and 

hearts, it never feels right to cut down a 

healthy native tree. 
 

As Aldo Leopold suggests in his “Axe in 

Hand” essay, “It is a matter of what man 

thinks about while chopping, or while 

deciding what to chop. A conservationist 

is one who is humbly aware that with 

each stroke he is writing his signature on 

the face of his land.”  
 

At the Institute, every effort is made to 

ensure our signature is ecologically 

appropriate, and the motivation behind 

our management actions is to support the 

perpetuation of the natural integrity of the 

entrusted plot of land. When Institute 

land managers make a decision to 

remove trees from open prairie habitat, 

they are motivated by the effect the tree’s 

absence will have on the overall habitat. 

When a tree is removed, the grassy 

habitat that most prairie species, many of 

which are threatened or endangered, 

depend upon is maintained or improved. 

Left unchecked, woody vegetation will 

convert a prairie to a less complex 

woodland habitat in a couple of decades 

through succession.  
 

According to The Nature Conservancy, 

prairie habitat is globally imperiled and 

may be Michigan’s most endangered 

ecosystem. In fact, a 1995 survey 

conducted by the Michigan Natural 

Features Inventory revealed that of the 

prairie ecosystems found in the early 

nineteenth century only one percent 

remains. Because so few acres remain, 

their continued existence depends almost 

entirely on a program of active restoration 

by individuals and conservation 

organizations (Packard, 1988).  
 

Ultimately, Institute stewardship practices 

rely on Leopold’s thoughtful guidance: “A 

thing is right when it tends to preserve 

the integrity, stability, and beauty of the 

biotic community. It is wrong when it 

tends otherwise.”  
 

Packard, S. (1988).  Just a few oddball 

species: Restoration and the rediscovery of 

the tallgrass savanna. 

Burns 
By Marie Hallinen 
 

Sara selects lethal-looking clippers with red handles and a three-foot wingspan.  

I settle on a rusty handsaw.  

Our mission: cut down young trees.  

It may seem like an odd task in a nature preserve, but hey, this is what maintaining a nice ecosystem takes.  

We’re clearing trees out of the “prairie” area, where they, by definition, don’t belong.  

It’s for good reason: many bird species need big open grassland habitats to survive.  

Hated invasive trees like Autumn Olive die at our hand, along with beloved elms and oaks. 

Research Update 
 

This summer the Institute welcomed 20 

students from six colleges and universities, 

as well as Hastings High School science 

teacher Marty Buehler and numerous short-

term researchers. Researchers worked on a 

variety of questions, from trying to identify 

raccoons by their paw prints to tracking 

invasive plant species. Some of the big 

highlights from this summer include:  

 The Blanchard’s cricket frog was 

documented for the first time at Pierce 

Cedar Creek Institute. This frog is listed 

as a species of special concern in 

Michigan.  

 

 
 Student researchers Jeff Bartman and 

Nate Kudla set a new record for eastern 

massasauga rattlesnake captures in one 

season with 88 total captures. The 

massasaugas are a species of special 

concern in Michigan. Jeff and Nate were 

also able to document massasaugas 

mating in the wild, a first for researchers 

at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.  

 Student researcher Melena Grady 

identified several species of spiders 

never documented before at Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute, including the black widow 

spider. 

 Visiting researcher Doug McWhirter 

identified three species of insects never 

before documented at the Institute— the 

spotted spreadwing and fragile forktail 

damselflies and the black saddlebags 

dragonfly.  
Marie Hallinen, 2014 Nature In Words grant 

recipient, removes woody vegetation from the 

Institute’s prairies. 

The Path to Prairie Restoration Isn’t Always Pleasant  

Blanchard’s Cricket Frog by Karan A. Rawlins, University 

of Georgia, Bugwood.org  



ScienceStrong – A Challenge Worth Taking! 
 

Through the new ScienceStrong initiative at the Institute, 

work has already started to improve science literacy for 

students in Barry County. This past summer, the 

Institute’s Education and Field Station Director Dr. Sara 

Syswerda provided hands-on science programs for 

students at the Hastings Area Childcare Center, Delton-

Kellogg Preschool Program, and Panther Clubhouse. 

Syswerda helped evaluate programming with teachers 

and prepared for an expanded offering of support to the 

community’s youngest learners. In late summer and early 

fall she also worked with Hastings Area School 

elementary teachers to review the current science 

curriculum and how it is being used in the classroom and 

helped them develop some common assessments for 

each grade level. Potential collaborations are also being 

developed with the area Great Start Readiness Program.  

 

The goal of ScienceStrong is to help empower preschool 

teachers and daycare providers to engage young 

students in science activities, helping the students to 

develop greater scientific literacy and inquiry skills which 

are building blocks for successful learning in a variety of 

areas throughout a student’s life.   
 

But, the program does not stop there. The Institute is developing a high-school research  

program to pair high school students with college students and faculty who conduct  

summer research at the Institute.  
 

To assist this important effort, the Douglas and Margaret DeCamp Foundation has 

generously awarded the Institute a $10,000 matching grant. Funds raised for the 

ScienceStrong program at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute through May of 2015 will be 

matched, dollar for dollar, by the DeCamp Foundation.  
 

If you haven’t had a chance to send your donation, please help us improve science literacy 

in our local community starting with our youngest students. Donate online at 

cedarcreekinstitute.org, click on the “Get Involved” tab, and then “Donate Now” or simply 

call (269) 721-4190. It is an exciting endeavor you will be hearing much more about! 
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Supporting the Mission 

Visitor Center Berm 2013 

Think Spring – Grow Native! 
 

It may seem like a long way off, but spring always has a way of creeping up. This year the 

Institute has an exciting way to welcome spring—another phase of Grow Native! Through 

the Grow Native! project in 2013, the Institute was able to transform the Visitor Center 

entry area from a berm of non-native grasses and weeds into a beautiful and welcoming 

prairie habitat with nearly 50 varieties of native grasses and wildflowers. In 2015, we 

hope to continue that transformation but this time on the Education Building berm. In 

2016, the goal is to complete the campus transformation by turning the Visitor Center 

parking lot swale into prairie. The whole campus area will be a welcoming site for all who 

come to the Institute—whether visiting or living here! 

Membership Renewal 

Environmentally Sustainable 
 

In an effort to make our membership 

renewal process more efficient and, 

more importantly, more 

environmentally sustainable, we are 

moving our renewal process online. 

Instead of sending out paper renewal 

reminders, we will now contact you 

via email, and you can reciprocate our 

efforts by renewing your membership 

online.  
 

If you would like to update your email 

address to ensure you receive your 

renewal reminder via email, feel free 

to drop us a line at 

info@cedarcreekinstitute.org to let us 

know. Together we can make a 

difference! 

Visitor Center Berm 2014 Education Building Berm 2014 

The Institute’s Education and Field Station Director, Sara Syswerda, provides 

hands-on science programs for young students. 



Cedar Creek Scenery 
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Deer Exclosures  
This summer, Research 

Assistant A.J. Smith was 

responsible for 

installing two deer 

exclosures along the 

Beech Maple Ridge Trail 

(Blue Trail). The seven-

foot tall exclosures were 

installed in mature 

mesic southern forest 

where over-browsing is 

evident. Healthy habitat 

should have an 

abundance of 

understory vegetation, 

particularly native tree 

seedlings and spring 

ephemeral wildflowers 

such as trillium, hepatica, and trout-lilies. Since this area is practically devoid of such 

plants, staff wanted to see what the understory might look like if the pressure of over-

browsing was eliminated.   
 

The exclosures will allow staff, researchers, and guests to compare the protected 

vegetation within the fence to the unprotected vegetation outside the fence and allow 

observers to determine the overall effect of deer browsing on native plant diversity over 

time. Two more deer exclosures will be constructed in 2015 to provide the replication 

needed for scientific study. 

Waterfowl Observation Deck  
After securing necessary DEQ permits, a 

group of dedicated volunteers and staff 

installed an observation deck along the 

shore of Cedar Creek. The newly 

established trail to the observation deck 

can be accessed at the northern portion 

of the Beech Maple Ridge (Blue) Trail just 

south of the bridge. This observation deck 

is ideal for observing waterfowl during fall 

and spring migration. Whether a hiker, 

birder, researcher, or artist, make sure to 

find the time to come out and enjoy the 

most recent trail improvement!  
While Research Assistant A.J. Smith (middle) spear-headed this 

project, he was assisted by his father Craig Smith (not pictured), 

Stewardship Manager Jen Howell (L), and Stewardship Assistant 

Kyle Tomczyk (R). 

Winter Trail Use  
 

Winter is a great time to enjoy the trails at 

the Institute! The trails are open to the  

public for hiking, snowshoeing, and  

cross-country skiing from dawn to dusk, 

seven days a week. Snowshoes are  

available for rent during weekdays from  

9 am – 4 pm and on the second Sunday of 

each winter month from 11 am – 3 pm.* 
 

We ask that hikers and snowshoers walk along the sides of trails—reserving the center for cross-country skiers. This year, Institute 

staff is equipped with a snowmobile and track setter that, when feasible, will be used to groom the trails to further enhance the 

cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. 
 

*Rentals are free for Institute members and only $5 per non-member. Call (269) 721-4190 to reserve snowshoes. 

Many thanks go out to our dedicated 

observation deck building crew: L to R, front 

row; Jim Randall, Jim Brunner, Ric 

Gendernalik, Dave Ruble, L to R, back row; 

A.J. Smith, Jen Howell, and Kyle Tomczyk. 

Missing from the photo is Dick Root. 



Nature in Words 
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Nature in Words  
The Nature in Words Fellowship is a unique opportunity offered to creative writers at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. The grant provides 

undergraduate students in the Institute Consortium of colleges and universities an opportunity to nurture and cultivate his or her 

writing abilities while living within the beauty of the Institute's natural setting. The goal of the fellowship is to develop the writer’s 

creativity by deepening his or her appreciation of nature and the sciences.  
 

During the summer of 2014, the Institute welcomed Marie Hallinen from Kalamazoo College and Patricia Schlutt from Aquinas College 

as Nature in Words recipients. Hallinen is a biology major, while Schlutt is majoring in community organization. The impact of nature is 

dramatically revealed in each poet’s work, although their approach to subject matter and poetic style are quite different.  
 

“I was interested in the entire process of science, especially the human element,” said Hallinen. “Why do science? I followed 

researchers around and wrote about their projects. I also wrote about popular scientific metaphors.” 
 

Schlutt dedicated herself to a writer’s life for three months and said the fellowship offered her the time to experiment with meter and 

form which would not have been possible otherwise.  

Reflection on the Mystery and Glory of Soil 
By Patricia Schlutt 
 

Soil is where our bodies came from 

and to where they are going. Even now 

it feels like home. 

From the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks 

and from the fullness of the earth 

wild phlox opens and beams up 

at blushing trillium and white oak 

and together they sing 

a song of where they are going: 

Glory to the overflow from which we came. 

 

Gossamer World 
by Marie Hallinen 
 

Cassie is painting protists: simple, incredibly intricate single-celled 

creatures found almost anywhere with a little water.  

Diatoms like living snowflakes drift around green-tongued paramecia 

in a sea of butterfly scales. She thinks one looks like an eyeball, or 

maybe a bomb. She nicknames it “bomb-ball.”  

She’s worried people won’t believe the unfamiliar forms snaking 

through her art really exist. 
 

Cassie collects pond water in little glass bottles, leaving lids ajar to 

allow oxygen in. 

Protists, like many of us, need to breathe.  
 

The water itself looks scummy and lifeless, all stringy green chunks and silty mud.  

It’s always a surprise to slip a prepared slide under the microscope and find a hundred speedy beings munching forests 

of algae with gusto, spinning in circles like flicked coins. They navigate their environment by feeling around with sticky 

pseudopodia or cilia, like a human patting the wall in search of a light switch in the middle of the night.  
 

Cassie watches one engulf another. She thinks of lions hunting on the savannah.  

But there’s no blood and guts, just two gossamer bodies becoming one. 

Cassie Ruso, 2014 Gordon Art Fellow, with one of her 

watercolor paintings of microscopic protists 

Read more of Schlutt’s and Hallinen’s poetry at cedarcreekinstitute.org 
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A Latesummer Night’s Green—Wow! What a Night! 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s main fundraising event, A Latesummer 

Night’s Green, was an overwhelming success this year. Nearly $32,000 

was raised, which exceeded our projected goal by 15% and realized a 

45% increase over last year’s fundraiser. The growing community of 

supporters donated more items, bought more raffle tickets, and raised 

their bid numbers into the air more often than ever before. As the 

Institute strives to become a vibrant center for environmental learning 

in Barry County and the West Michigan region, supporters 

enthusiastically doubled last year’s “Fund A Future” with $8,250 

donated during the live auction.  
 

This newsletter is packed with community classes, workshops, and 

research projects made possible in part by a generous giving of time 

and treasure. A big thank you to everyone for partnering with the Institute as we build a future of environmental education, research, 

preservation, and appreciation.  

  

          —Save the date! A Latesummer Night’s Green, Saturday September 12, 2015 

Michelle Skedgell, Executive Director 

Art Exhibit 
 

Colin Alexander's paintings reflect his life experiences and passions, all themed around the outdoors and wildlife. Alexander uses 

various mediums including watercolor, gouache, and oil to create his beautiful collection. His paintings include Montana landscapes, 

Michigan beaches, deer, bison, wolves, and even an occasional cowboy.  
 

For 31 years Alexander ran his own graphic design and illustration business, and for the 

past 10 years he has exhibited in numerous juried art shows. Today, he is painting full time 

and enjoying the outdoor world he loves. Every summer and sometimes winter, he travels 

from his rural home in southwest Michigan to Montana to paint the life and landscape 

there. Alexander was recently selected for 

membership in the prestigious Western Heritage 

Artists society headquartered in Great Falls, 

Montana.  
 

His paintings are available for viewing and 

purchase in the Institute’s Visitor Center 

December 2014 through February 2015. 

Alexander’s Artist Reception will be at the Institute from 11 am – 2 pm, Sunday, December 

14. The artist will be available to talk with guests, answer questions, and tell the stories 

behind his beautiful paintings. Admission to both the exhibit and reception is free. 

Gallatin River Moose Watercolor       18 x 26 

Play Time             Oil 18 x 26 

WOODTV8 Chief Meteorologist Bill Steffen auctions off a tour of the  

Channel 8 Studios . 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 

LuAnn Buschmann’s connection to the Institute began by chance in 2005 when she 

moved to Barry County with her fiancé, and they built a house on his family’s farm.  
 

“We would walk in the woods behind our property to the creek,” recalled Buschmann. 

“Beyond the creek is Pierce Cedar Creek Institute property. I always felt relieved that 

this area would stay natural and not be developed.”  
 

Buschmann first visited the Institute in 2006. Here for the Owl Program, she spoke with 

women working in the gift shop.  
 

“I really enjoyed the program so agreed to become a volunteer. I've done a lot of 

volunteer work in my life, and this really called to me because I enjoy being around 

nature and people,” she remembered.  
 

The rest, as they say, is history. LuAnn has been a volunteer in the gift shop ever since.  
 

Regarding her volunteer work, she explained, “I enjoy seeing the people, getting to know them, and helping them with their questions… 

I see myself being a part of the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute family for years.” 

LuAnn Buschmann (left) with volunteer Linda Boldrey 



Calendar of Events  A Place to Meet and Volunteer 

Annual Coat Drive  
Now through December 31 

 

History of the Landscape Hike  
Saturday, December 6   10 am – 12:30 pm 

Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6 

 

December Brunch, Christmas Concert, and Artist’s Reception 
Sunday, December 14 

Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm  Concert at 12:15 pm 

Member Adults $14; Children $7   |   Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 

(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4–10) 

Artist’s Reception for Colin Alexander from 11 am – 2 pm 

 

Winter Break at the Institute 
December 22, 2014 – January 2, 2015 9 am – 5 pm 

Monday through Friday 

FREE and Open to the Public  

 

January Brunch and Winter Festival 
Sunday, January 11   Festival 10 am – 4 pm 

Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm 

Member Adults $14; Children $7   |   Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 

(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4–10) 

 

Cooking Class—Hors D’oeuvres and Wine 
Saturday, January 17   3 – 5 pm 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $23 Program limited to 20 participants 

 

Snowshoe Lacing  
Saturday, January 24   9 am – 4 pm 

Saturday, January 31   2 – 5 pm (optional follow-up session) 

$175 for Members   |   $195 for Non-Members 

Lunch is included. Additional lunches $10 each 

Boardwalk on the Beech Maple Ridge Trail (Blue Trail) 

Sunday Brunch and Program 

Schedule: 
Second Sunday of each month.  

The Christmas Concert and programs are 

free and open to the public. Brunch 

attendance and reservations are not required 

to enjoy programs or the concert. 
 

Brunch Seating Times: 11:30 am and 1 pm 

Program and Concert Time:  12:15 pm - 1 pm 
 

Member Adults $14; Children $7 

Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 

(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10) 

 

 

December Brunch and  

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 14 
 

Enjoy Christmas carols and other holiday 

favorites performed by Thornapple Brass. 

Band members include a circle of friends all 

from Barry County: Bill Johnson and Mike 

McMinn on trumpet; Tracy Texter on French 

Horn; Mark Hurless on trombone; and Jake 

Blough on tuba. The group plays a variety of 

music, from baroque to jazz. Stop out for a 

little musical entertainment to get you in the 

holiday spirit! 

 

 

January Brunch and Winter Festival 
Sunday, January 11  
 

All events are free excluding brunch. 

See page 11 for more information 

and a schedule of events.  

 

 

February Brunch and Program 
Sunday, February 8 
 

The Great Lakes Sled Dog Association will be 

providing a demonstration on dog sledding. 

From the animals to the necessary gear, 

participants will get a chance to see what it 

takes for the dogs and the musher to race 

through the snow.  

 

Two lucky participants will have the 

opportunity to take a ride on a sled! 
 

 



Calendar of Events 

Full Moon Hike 
Saturday, January 31   7 – 9:30 pm 

Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6 Snowshoe rental $5 

 

Maple Syrup Workshop 
Saturday, February 7   10:30 am – Noon 

Members $28  |  Non-Members $32 

 

February Brunch and Program 
Sunday, February 8 

Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm Program at 12:15 pm 

Member Adults $14; Children $7   |   Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 

(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10) 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count Hike 
Saturday, February 14   9 – 11:30 am  FREE 

 

Handmade Pottery Workshop 
Saturday, February 28   1 – 3 pm 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $22   Additional pots $18 each 

 

Annual Coat Drive  
Now through December 31 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is collecting gently-

used and new winter coats and blankets during 

regular business hours. All collected items will 

be distributed locally to those in need through 

Second Hand Corners in Hastings. 
 

In appreciation for a donation, the donor will 

receive a coupon good for $1 off per person in 

your group for any Sunday Brunch at the 

Institute.  

 

History of the Landscape Hike  
Saturday, December 6 10 am – 12:30 pm 
 

Even though the weather may not be warm and 

sunny, a hike in December is great for viewing 

the landscape and seeing human influence on 

the land. This 2.5 mile challenging hike will 

explore the south and east portions of the 

Institute property, looking at how Native 

Americans, settlers, farmers, and the Institute 

have impacted the land.  
 

Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6 
 

December Brunch and  

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 14 

Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm 

Concert 12:15 – 1 pm 
See page 9 for more information 

 

Winter Break at the Institute 
December 22, 2014 through January 2, 2015 

Monday through Friday 9 am – 5 pm  
 

The Institute trails and sledding hill are open to 

the public and are great opportunities for 

families during winter break. Snowshoe rental 

is free for members and $5 for non-members. 

Stop in the Visitor Center to warm up with some 

hot cocoa. There will also be a craft table.  
 

The Visitor Center is closed Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, and New 

Year’s Day. 

 

Cooking Class— 

Hors D’oeuvres and Wine 
Saturday, January 17 3 – 5 pm 
 

Chef Richard Centala will be creating and 

teaching the art of making hors d’oeuvres with 

wine. Learn how to make simple, but elegant 

appetizers using different types of wines. 

Chef’s classes always fill up quickly, so register 

soon to reserve your spot. 
 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $23 

Program limited to 20 participants 

To register, please call (269) 721-4190  
or visit cedarcreekinstitute.org 

Brewster Lake , Brewster Lake Trail (Red Trail) 

Save the Date! 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2015 



Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information. 

Pre-payment may be required for some events. 

Snowshoe Lacing  
Saturday, January 24 9 am – 4 pm 
See page 3 for more information 

 

Full Moon Hike 
Saturday, January 31 7 - 9:30 pm 
 

Whether cloudy or clear, the moon will 

illuminate the way during this popular 

hike. Participants will enjoy the deep quiet 

of the woods in winter while taking a 1.5 

mile or 2.5 mile hike. A fire and hot 

chocolate will be waiting for participants 

back at the Visitor Center. A limited 

number of snowshoes will be available  

for rent.  
 

Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6 

Snowshoe rental $5 
 

Maple Syrup Workshop 

Saturday, February 7 10:30 am – Noon 
See back page for more information 
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Winter Festival and January Brunch 
Sunday, January 11  10 am – 4 pm 
 

Enjoy a variety of free, winter-related activities all day at the Institute or bring the family for a hearty brunch prepared by Chef Richard 

Centala. Children and adults alike will be delighted by the free storytelling program featuring Dick Strader, who will share folktales 

from around the world. The young at heart can sled on the Institute’s new sledding hill, roast marshmallows, or make a craft in the 

Visitor Center. Those looking for some alone time with nature can rent 

snowshoes and take a quiet walk in the woods or simply sit by the 

warmth of the fireplace and read a book enjoying a cup of hot cocoa. 

 
 

Winter Festival Event Schedule 
 

10 am – 4 pm Snowshoe rental, sledding hill, marshmallow 

 roast, and craft table in the Visitor Center 
 

11:30 am and 1 pm  Brunch seatings – Reservations and pre-

 payment are required 
 

12:15 pm – 1 pm Dick Strader – Folk storytelling in the      

 Visitor Center 
 

2 pm – 4 pm A guided snowshoe hike focusing on basic 

 snowshoe skills and winter tree identification 

 
 

 

All events, other than the brunch, are free. 
Snowshoes will be available for rent (free for members, $5 for non-members, please call to reserve a pair). 

Handcrafted marshmallow roasting forks will be available for use and/or purchase 
 

Brunch Cost: Member Adults $14; Children $7   |   Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 

(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10) 

February Brunch and Program 
Sunday, February 8 

Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm 

Program at 12:15 pm 
See page 9 for more information 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count Hike 
Saturday, February 14 9 – 11:30 am 
 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an 

opportunity for everyone to provide 

useful information on local bird 

populations. The information collected 

helps scientists at Cornell University 

and the Audubon Society track bird 

populations around the world. 

Participants in the program will take a 

1.5 mile hike through a variety of 

natural areas counting birds along the 

way.  
 

FREE 
 

Handmade Pottery Workshop 
Saturday, February 28 1 – 3 pm 
 

Christyl Burnett of 

Red Clay Pottery 

will lead this fun 

workshop on 

creating a hand-

held pinch pot. 

The unglazed pot 

would be perfect 

to use as a small 

planter or for 

storing small items. During the workshop, 

participants will form and decorate the 

pot. The pot will be fired offsite and will 

be available for pick-up approximately 

two-weeks after the workshop. Program 

price is for one pot. You may make more 

than one pot for an additional cost. 
 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $22   

Additional pots $18 each 

The new sledding hill is open all winter long! Bring the whole 

family seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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            Maple Syrup Time . . . 
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As the late winter days get longer and 

the sunshine starts to push 

temperatures above freezing, trees 

begin to get ready for spring. The 

trees move sap and energy from their 

roots, where it was stored through the 

winter, to the branches and buds, 

where the energy will be used for 

growth and development of leaves 

and branches. While all trees do this, 

maple trees produce large amounts of 

mild-flavored sap with relatively high 

sugar levels. 
 

Humans have used maple sap for thousands of years as a food source. Native 

Americans discovered the sweet sap and developed techniques for cooking it down to 

produce maple sugar. The sugar was stored and used throughout the year to flavor foods. 

Early European settlers learned sugaring techniques from the Native People but brought 

new equipment to improve the production process. Metal spiles, a short pipe-like structure 

designed to collect sap, made tapping trees easier and produced more sap. Metal buckets, 

pots, and pans made it easier to boil off the water to make sugar.  
 

While Natives and early settlers were interested in making a hard sugar, today the sap is 

typically turned into a syrup. Current maple syrup production is centered in Quebec, Canada 

and the Northeastern United States. Michigan is in the top ten states and provinces for the 

production of maple syrup and produces approximately 1% of the world’s supply. 

Maple Syrup Workshop 

Saturday, February 7 

10:30 am – Noon 
 

The Institute will be hosting a workshop on 

maple syrup production on Saturday, 

February 7. Don Snoeyink of Thornapple 

Woodlands will help participants identify the 

different species of maple trees, learn how 

to install a spile, and safely produce maple 

syrup from sap. All participants will receive 

three spiles to tap their own trees.  
 

The deadline for registration is February 2.  
 

Members $28  |  Non-Members $32 


