
If Michiganders know one thing, it’s to enjoy summer while it lasts. 
Summer is a time to be outside, to commune with nature, and to make 
memories that will last a lifetime. Whether you’re in the mood for hands-
on science activities, great music, good food, a stimulating conversation, 
or a chance to explore and discover nature, what better place to savor the 
season than Pierce Cedar Creek Institute?  When you’re here, be sure to 
give yourself time to head out on the trails and observe the species that 
call our wetlands home (details on page 2).

Highlights by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute:
•	 A	Closer	Look	at	the	Cedar	Creek	Watershed
•	 Biological	Field	Station	Update
•	 Five	Years	of	No	Family	Left	Indoors

June – August 2015

A	shady	and	serene	spot	overlooking	Cedar	Creek	on	the	Cedar	Creek	(White)	Trail
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Kensinger	Jones
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A Special Man, Indeed 
“Lack	of	pretense,	intolerance	for	phoniness,	clarity	of	purpose,	and	
decisiveness,	these	are	the	qualities	that	come	to	mind.	Before	the	
word	was	in	common	use,	he	knew	all	about	FOCUS.	He	also	knew	
about	MOTIVATION	before	seminars	on	the	subject	were	popular.	
He attributed his own success to plain old common sense and a 
willingness to outwork any competition, outgrit any hardship, and 
outlast any problem. 

He never sweated the small stuff. He kept good humor and often 
used expressions or stories from his past to ease tensions. While he 
enjoyed	talking	about	his	roots,	his	heart	was	firmly	and	completely	transplanted	to	Barry	
County, Michigan. He truly cared about his fellow citizens, neighbors, and associates. He 
felt that they shared the best place in the world with him, and he wanted to keep it the 
wonderful way it was and even make a few improvements.”

These	eloquent	and	heart-felt	words	were	written	in	1999	by	Kensinger	Jones	about	his	
good	friend	Bill	Pierce,	about	one	year	after	Bill’s	death.	It	was	on	the	deck	of	Ken	and	
Alice	Jones’s	home	just	a	short	time	earlier	that	the	three	of	them	talked	of	the	beauty	
and wonders of nature and their “love for the country,” as Ken wrote, and with this, the 
inspiration for Pierce Cedar Creek Institute took hold of both men’s hearts.

Our	good	friend,	neighbor,	and	supporter	Kensinger	Jones	passed	
away	at	his	home	on	March	10	with	his	wife	Alice	providing	the	
strength	and	love	that	defined	their	71-year	partnership.	Ken’s	
words written about his friend, to me, speak of Ken himself—a 
writer and poet, a man who traveled the world as an advertising 
executive,	and	a	philanthropist	who	chose	to	call	Barry	County	
home—a man with many gifts, gifts shared with others so freely 
and graciously. Wit, humor, concern, care and commitment were 
all	what	Ken	Jones	gave	to	his	home	and	friends.	To	me,	this	is	
the	true	meaning	of	stewardship,	giving	back	for	the	benefit	of	all	
around you.

Executive Director Michelle

The Celebration Garden is a Growing Garden of Memories
In	the	summer	of	2009	a	new	Celebration	Garden	was	planted	as	a	special	way	for	
people	to	honor	family	and	friends,	while	also	providing	important	financial	support	to	the	
Institute.		The	Garden	is	located	by	Prairie	View	housing,	just	south	of	the	Visitor	Center,	
and	includes	beautiful	plantings	of	native	trees,	bushes,	wildflowers,	and	grasses.		With	
over	100	donations	since	its	creation,	the	Celebration	Garden	has	grown	into	an	inspiring	
representation of the many lives and memories it honors.

I	hope	you	can	stop	by	the	Celebration	Garden	on	your	next	visit	to	the	Institute	and	also	
page	through	the	donor	book	in	the	Visitor	Center.		The	Celebration	Garden	truly	is	a	
“Growing	Garden	of	Memories”	that	honors	the	past	while	helping	us	preserve	and	protect	
our future.

When you include Pierce Cedar Creek Institute in your estate plans, you are leaving 
a lasting legacy of environmental education and stewardship with an organization 

committed to making a difference now and long into the future.



Mini Wetland Board Walk Field Guide 
Look for these plants and animals while you are hiking through the wetlands on the Beech Maple Ridge (Blue) Trail near Cedar 
Creek this summer.  
Beavers (Castor canadensis)	These	semiaquatic	rodents	are	the	largest	rodents	found	in	North	America.	They	have	scaly,	paddle-
shaped	tails	and	webbed	hind	feet	and	will	grow	to	up	to	70	pounds	and	four	feet	long,	including	their	long	tail.	When	you	see	a	
beaver swimming, you will normally only see its head or its head, neck, and upper back exposed. 

River Otters (Lontra canadensis)	One	of	the	more	rare	mammals	to	see	in	Michigan,	the	river	otter	has	a	long,	low-profile	body	that	is	
dark	chocolate	brown	in	color.	They	have	webbed	feet	and,	as	their	name	suggests,	are	normally	found	near	water.	Although	they	can	
be	found	at	other	times	of	the	day,	river	otters	are	most	active	at	twilight.	Their	numbers	have	been	largely	reduced	by	overhunting,	
water pollution, and habitat loss. 

Yellow Warblers (Setophaga petechial)	These	small,	uniformly	yellow	birds	are	found	at	the	tops	of	bushes	and	small	trees.	The	males	
are	egg	yolk-yellow	with	brown	streaks,	and	the	females	and	juveniles	are	slightly	less	bright	and	lack	the	rusty	breast	streaks.	They	
can be seen throughout the summer but head south for the winter. 

Horsetails (Equisetum sp.)	This	genus	of	plants	are	“living	fossils,”	meaning	they	are	the	only	living	members	of	a	family	of	plants	
that reproduce using spores instead of seeds. Horsetails are perennials with very small, non-photosynthesizing leaves arranged 
around	the	photosynthesizing	stem.	They	often	grow	in	groups	due	to	their	ability	to	spread	by	root.

Showy Lady Slippers (Cypripedium reginae)	The	showy	lady	slipper	is	a	rare	temperate	orchid	found	in	Northern	North	America.	
This	plant	inhabits	tamarack	swamps	and	fens,	and	it	can	reproduce	using	seeds	as	well	as	spreading	by	rhizomes	under	the	soil.	
Wetland draining and habitat destruction have resulted in its decline. 

Poison Sumac (Toxicodendron vernix)	A	small	tree	or	shrub,	poison	sumac	produces	a	chemical	called	urushiol,	the	same	rash-
causing	oil	found	in	poison	ivy.	This	native	shrub	is	often	found	in	tamarack	swamps	and	bogs	and	can	be	identified	by	its	compound	
leaves	composed	of	7-13	leaflets	and	round,	gray-white	berries	hanging	from	the	end	of	its	branches.		

Tamaracks (Larix laricina)	Tamarack	trees	are	found	in	swamps,	bogs,	and	other	wetland	areas.	Tamaracks	are	conifers	and	
reproduce	using	cones,	which	are	less	than	1”	long	and	have	shiny	brown	scales.	Unlike	most	other	conifers,	though,	tamaracks	are	
deciduous.	In	the	fall,	the	needles,	which	are	small	and	form	in	groups	of	10-20,	turn	yellow	and	fall	off.		 						
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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is named in part 
after the creek that runs through the middle of its 
property. Cedar Creek is not only an identifying 
feature of the property, though; it forms the 
backbone of the Cedar Creek Watershed, and all 
the water in the watershed drains into it. Cedar 
Creek	begins	as	an	outflow	of	Big	Cedar	Lake,	
flows	northeast	through	Institute	property,	and	
continues	northeast	to	join	the	Thornapple	River.	
The	Thornapple	River	then	travels	northwest	
through Hastings and then into Kent County to 
join	the	Grand	River.	The	Grand	River	then	flows	
west	through	Ottawa	County	to	empty	into	Lake	
Michigan.	The	Grand	River	Watershed	is	the	
second largest watershed in Michigan, and it 
accounts	for	13%	of	the	Lake	Michigan	drainage	
basin. While the Cedar Creek Watershed is 
only	a	small	portion	of	the	larger	Grand	River	
Watershed, it is one of the least human-impacted 
portions	of	the	Grand	River	Watershed.	In	fact,	
due to the high-quality of the wetland habitat near 
Cedar Creek, it is home to many wetland species 
no longer common elsewhere in Michigan.

Here	at	the	Institute,	water	flows	from	Brewster	
Lake,	through	Massasauga	Creek,	under	the	
boardwalk,	and	out	into	Cedar	Creek.	The	outflow	
from	Brewster	Lake	through	Massasauga	Creek	
has	been	the	worksite	of	beavers.	Their	dams	
have	significantly	slowed	the	flow	of	water	from	
the lake. In recent years, these dams have 
caused	water	levels	in	Brewster	Lake	to	rise	into	

A Closer Look at the Cedar Creek Watershed

adjacent	wetlands	and,	as	a	result,	have	increased	the	overall	size	of	Brewster	Lake	
and	created	additional	flooded	wetland	habitat.	By	slowing	the	flow	of	drainage	
from	Brewster	Lake	into	Cedar	Creek,	the	beavers’	activity	has	caused	the	water	
temperature	to	increase	and	suspended	sediments	to	settle	out	of	the	water.	Be	
sure to look for the beavers and other wildlife during your visit through the wetlands 
and	trails	near	Cedar	Creek	and	Brewster	Lake.	



Undergraduate Research Grants for the Environment 
Calvin College
Kara Smit and Phil Tubergen, mentored by Dr. Dave Dornbos, will 
be	studying	the	influence	of	autumn	olive	on	its	rhizosphere	soil	
chemistry and neighboring plant community composition.

Central Michigan University
Alec Zuhorski and Olaniyi Ajala,	mentored	by	Dr.	Brad	Swanson,	
will be investigating the factors affecting infestation of Canada 
thistle by Urophora cardui.

Cornerstone University
Whitney Lambert and Darien Lozon,	mentored	by	Dr.	Rob	
Keys,	will	be	studying	the	influence	of	habitat	and	landscape	
associations on breeding birds in managed grasslands of 
Southwest Michigan. 

Grand Rapids Community College
Nico Simon and Jacob Swets,	mentored	by	Dr.	Pam	Laureto,	
will be looking at the effects of purple loosestrife on wetland 
biodiversity and the impacts of biocontrol insects.

Grand Valley State University
Nate Kudla and Jeff Bartman,	mentored	by	Dr.	Jennifer	Moore,	
will be investigating the implications of effecting population size 
and demography in three populations of eastern massasauga 
rattlesnakes. 

Nick Preville and Olivia Cooley, mentored by Dr. Eric Snyder, will 
be studying aquatic insect drift as a tool for evaluating food web 
dynamics. 

Valparaiso University
Paula Stoller and Adithya Subramanian Sahasranamam, 
mentored	by	Dr.	Kristi	Bugajski,	will	investigate	how	predator	
presence	influences	blow	fly	oviposition	through	chemical	and	
visual cues.

Graduate Research Grants 
Grand Valley State University
Danielle Bradke,	mentored	by	Dr.	Jennifer	Moore,	will	be	
investigating the implications of effecting population size and 
demography in three populations of eastern massasauga 
rattlesnakes.	Danielle	holds	two	Bachelor’s	degrees,	one	
in	Natural	Resources	Management	from	Grand	Valley	State	
University	and	one	in	Accounting	from	Central	Michigan	
University.	Danielle	has	a	previous	Master’s	degree	in	business	
administration	from	Central	Michigan	University.	

Gordon Art Fellowship
Grand Rapids Community College
Hana Christoffersen, mentored by Paul Krieger, will be working 
on	a	project	titled	“Knock	Knock,	Who’s	There?”	This	project	will	
explore and showcase species of woodpecker that inhabit the 
deciduous	forests	and	wetlands	of	the	Institute.	This	project	will	
produce a series of linoleum prints.
 

Nature in Words Fellowship
Hope College
Thomas D’Addario, mentored by Dr. Susanna Childress, will be 
completing	a	project	titled	“Cedar	Creek:	Linked	Short	Stories	
Inspired	by	Nature.”	This	project	will	create	a	series	of	five	linked	
fictional	stories	inspired	by	the	resources	found	at	Pierce	Cedar	
Creek Institute.

Western Michigan University
Alice Kinney,	mentored	by	Dr.	Alisha	Siebers,	will	be	working	on	
a	project	titled	“Children	in	Nature:	An	Exploration.”	This	project	
will include a research report on the effects of nature on children, 
a brochure about the impacts of nature on children, a children’s 
book, journaling, and a series of public readings. 

Biological Field Station Update
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This	summer	eighteen	researchers	from	eight	colleges	and	universities	will	live	and	conduct	independent	projects	at	the	Institute.	This	is	
the eleventh year Pierce Cedar Creek Institute has hosted students, and this year, the undergraduates will be joined by graduate student 
Danielle	Bradke,	the	first	student	participating	in	the	Institute’s	graduate	research	program.	Danielle	was	an	undergraduate	researcher	
at	the	Institute	in	2013,	and	since	her	graduation	from	Grand	Valley	State	University	in	2014,	she	has	been	a	research	technician	
conducting	research	on	eastern	massasauga	rattlesnakes	for	researchers	from	Northern	Illinois	University.		

Introducing the 2015 Student Researchers . . . 
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Cedar Creek Scenery

Snake Fungal Disease 

Because	of	the	high	quality	ecosystems	found	at	
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, it has historically 
been home to a sizable and healthy population of 
eastern	massasauga	rattlesnakes.	This	species	is	
listed as a species of special concern in Michigan, 
as well as a federally protected candidate species. 
Unfortunately,	snake	fungal	disease	caused	by	
the fungus Ophidiomyces has been detected on 
the	Institute’s	property.	Dr.	Jen	Moore	and	her	
undergraduate	researchers	from	Grand	Valley	State	
University	are	responsible	for	this	important	finding.	
Snake fungal disease causes wounds and scarring 
that can eventually lead to blindness and death in a 
variety of snake species. While many snake species 
seem to be susceptible to the disease, it appears to 
be most lethal in eastern massasauga rattlesnakes.  
Currently, very little is known about snake fungal 
disease and how it is spread. Dr. Moore and her team 
of researchers will be returning to the Institute this 
summer to further monitor the Institute’s eastern 
massasauga rattlesnake population while also looking 
for ways to improve the long-term viability of the 
Institute’s	population.	To	learn	more,	be	sure	to	attend	
Dr. Moore’s presentation on snake fungal disease on 
July	23	at	7pm	(see	page	11	for	more	detalis).	

New Trail Expansion Project 

In	August	2014,	a	waterfowl	observation	deck	was	installed	along	the	shore	
of	Cedar	Creek.	The	deck	can	be	accessed	from	a	short	one-way	trail	off	of	
the	NE	portion	of	the	Beech	Maple	Ridge	(Blue)	Trail.	This	April	Eagle	Scout	
Tim	DeMars	and	a	crew	of	24	scouts	and	adult	volunteers	representing	Troup	
292	worked	to	expand	the	out-and-back	trail	to	create	a	circular	spur	trail.	Tim	
was responsible for planning, budgeting, fundraising, and recruiting workers 
for	this	295	foot	trail	expansion	project,	which	includes	nearly	100	feet	of	
boardwalk.	This	trail	expansion	will	help	traffic	flow	when	the	observation	deck	
is	utilized	by	groups	of	students,	researchers,	or	Plein	Air	artists.	Regarding	
his	motivation,	Tim	said,	“My	goal	as	an	Eagle	Scout	is	to	make	a	difference	in	
helping this world that we all live in. My goal for the trail is that artists may use 
it so that people can see the full beauty of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.”

Consider	visiting	the	site	soon,	so	you	can	appreciate	all	of	Tim’s	hard	work!

A New Maintenance Facility
The	Institute’s	first	new	building	since	opening	in	2001	will	be	a	5,400	square	foot	maintenance	building	that	will	provide	valuable	
space,	so	the	Institute	can	continue	to	take	care	of	its	buildings,	equipment,	and	property.		A	maintenance	building	may	not	seem	too	
exciting, but this addition is a real investment in the long-term well-being of the Institute and all it works to accomplish.  

Thanks	to	the	incredible	vision	of	the	Pierce	Foundation	Board	of	Trustees	and	generous	support	from	Doug	and	Margaret	DeCamp,	
through	their	newly	formed	foundation,	and	George	and	Barbara	Gordon,	who	have	provided	funding	for	the	Gordon	Art	Fellowship	
since	2010,	a	new	maintenance	facility	will	be	built	this	summer.	It	will	be	used	for	many	years	into	the	future	as	the	Institute	
continues to work toward its vision of becoming a leading force and vibrant center for environmental education and research, resulting 
in awareness, appreciation, and preservation of the natural world.  

Thank you, Doug, Margaret, George, and Barbara for donating the funds that have made this exciting new building 
possible. Your investment is appreciated beyond words!

Tim	(at	his	home)	in	front	of	the	lumber	he	purchased	with	donated	
funds	for	the	boardwalk.		Tim	raised	over	$1,200	for	this	project.	

Trail Enhancement
To	help	accommodate	active	birders/wildlife	viewers,	as	well	as	leisurely	hikers,	
the	stewardship	staff	has	constructed	and	installed	three	additional	Aldo	
Leopold-style	benches	along	the	Lupine	(Green)	and	Black	Walnut	(Purple)	
trails.	These	new	rustic	benches,	which	follow	famous	author	and	ecologist	Aldo	
Leopold’s	classic	design,	have	been	located	at	strategic	wildlife	viewing	spots	
but are also at convenient locations where hikers are likely to appreciate some 
rest.	Hopefully,	guests	find	that	these	benches	add	to	their	experience	the	next	
time	they	hit	the	Institute’s	trails!



Supporting The Mission
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ScienceStrong—Explore,	Experience,	Engage	has	seen	a	significant	amount	of	growth	in	
2015	with	several	new	programs,	new	partnerships	with	local	teachers	and	school	districts,	

new	field	trips	to	the	Institute,	new	users	of	
the new lending library, and new volunteers 
to help with many of these new programs.  
This	summer	the	Institute	will	welcome	
its	first	cohort	of	high	school	students	for	its	Summer	Science	Exploration	Program,	a	
pilot program the Institute is hoping to expand into a for-credit summer science course 
in	2016.	The	students	will	learn	from	real	scientists	here	at	the	Institute	about	how	to	
prepare	for	college,	as	well	as	opportunities	and	careers	in	science.	The	Institute	offered	
its	first	ScienceStrong	Professional	Development	program	for	early	childhood	educators	
on	April	24,	featuring	Rachel	Larimore	from	Chippewa	Nature	Center.	The	education	
staff has also continued to offer science programming to local preschools and daycare 
centers,	including	programs	on	plant	life	cycles	and	birds.	The	Institute	has	been	in	the	
process of digitizing a lending library and is considering expanding it to include a school 

supply	pantry	for	local	students	in	need.	Thank	you	to	the	Institute’s	many	generous	supporters	and	volunteers	for	helping	make	these	
programs	possible!

Family Science Nights
Wednesday, June 24    6 – 8 pm 

Kid-friendly, free programs introduce participants to research 
being done by Institute 
researchers and students. 
During the free Ice Cream 
Social, participants will 
have the opportunity to 
speak with the researchers, 
enjoy hands-on activities, 
and learn more about the 
different habitats and 
organisms found at the 
Institute.

Free

Thursday, August 6    6:30 – 8 pm

Students	from	Grand	Rapids	Community	College’s	biodiversity	
class and local high school 
students from the Summer 
Science Exploration 
Program will share their 
discoveries. Participants at 
Family	Science	Night	will	
have the opportunity to see 
a wide variety of organisms 
and learn about what it is 
like to be a scientist.

Free

Mark Your Calendar Now and Save the Date!

Saturday, September 12
6 – 9 pm

ScienceStrong Professional Development: 
Integrating Nature into Early Childhood Classrooms
Thursday, July 23 – Friday, July 24  9 am – 4:30 pm

Staff	from	Chippewa	Nature	Center's	nature-based	preschool	
program will be 
offering a two-day 
intensive workshop 
on integrating nature-
based practices 
into early childhood 
education programs. 
Early childhood 
educators working 
with students ages 
three to six will learn 
about	the	benefits	
of nature-based 
programming, discuss 
outdoor risks, learn 
various seasonal activities, and create props and materials for 
implementing these concepts. Educators will also learn about 
on-going	support	and	field	trip	opportunities	available	through	
ScienceStrong—Explore,	Experience,	Engage.	Lunches,	snacks,	
and take-home materials are included. Pre-registration is required.

Members $45 | Non-Members $50

Thanks to the generous support of our members and 
the DeCamp Foundation, this program is discounted 
from the regular program cost of $150 per participant. 

A Latesummer Night ’s Green



Grow Native! Update
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Phase II is Underway! 
Thanks	to	the	generous	support	of	our	members,	friends,	and	sponsors,	Phase	I	of	the	Grow	Native!	Project,	completed	in	September	
2013,	was	a	huge	success!	Now	that	the	Visitor	Center	looks	so	grand,	the	staff	is	inspired	to	transform	the	Education	Building	berm	into	
a	matching	native	prairie	garden,	as	well.	Also,	since	the	Education	Building	berm	location	is	so	convenient	for	educational	opportunities,	
staff has created curriculum that will be used to teach preschool and early elementary students about native plants and their importance 
to native pollinators.

The	on-the-ground	restoration	work	for	Phase	II	of	the	Grow	Native!	Project	began	in	early	May.	The	first	task	was	to	mow	the	tall	grasses	
and	weeds	and	rake	the	thatch	on	the	Education	Building	berm.	In	order	to	create	a	clean	slate	for	the	native	planting,	herbicide	was	
applied to the site this past spring and may need to be re-applied later in summer. Once weeds have been controlled, the berm will be 
mulched	with	double-shredded	red	pine	bark.	This	variety	of	mulch	is	especially	effective	at	eliminating	erosion	on	the	steep	slope	of	the	
berm	while	also	providing	weed	control.	A	few	days	later,	staff	and	volunteers	will	enjoy	the	rewarding	task	of	planting	60	flats	of	native	
grasses	and	30	flats	of	native	wildflowers—over	3,400	plants!—onto	the	berm.	

The	plant	species	selected	for	the	Education	Building	berm	will	be	the	same	variety	of	species	planted	on	the	Visitor	Center	planting.	
These	species	were	specifically	chosen	because	they	are	well-adapted	to	the	growing	conditions—sandy	soil	and	full	sun—and	because	
they	provide	important	wildlife	habitat	for	a	wide	variety	of	native	pollinators	and	songbirds.	Guests	who	have	been	curious	about	
the	plants	selected	may	enjoy	knowing	that	100	plant	identification	tags	were	installed	on	the	Visitor	Center	berm	this	spring.	These	
identification	tags	provide	the	common	and	scientific	names	of	each	species	planted.	Guests	desiring	more	specific	information	about	
the	plants	can	view	a	Grow	Native!	field	guide	on	the	Institute’s	web	site.	

Volunteer to Grow Native!
Save	the	Date!	Many	hands	make	light	work!	Please	consider	joining	the	stewardship	staff	as	they	prepare	the	planting	by	spreading	
mulch	on	Thursday,	September	17	at	9	am.	There	is	also	an	opportunity	to	install	the	native	plant	plugs	during	our	berm	planting	day,	
which	is	scheduled	for	Saturday,	September	19	at	9	am.	Contact	Stewardship	Manager	Jen	Howell	at	howellj@cedarcreekinstitute.org 
or	(269)	721-4198	for	more	information.	

Volunteers	raking	the	berm The	berm	in	bloom	July	2014

Grow Native! Fundraiser a Complete Success!
On	Saturday,	April	18,	the	Institute	welcomed	Doug	Tallamy	as	the	keynote	speaker	for	“Restoring	Biodiversity	at	Home:	Why	Your	Garden	
Matters,”	a	fundraiser	for	the	2015	Grow	Native!	Campaign.	To	say	that	the	event	was	a	success	is	an	understatement—the	weather	was	
gorgeous,	the	food	was	delicious,	the	attendees	were	enthusiastic,	and	Doug	Tallamy	was	inspiring.	During	his	talk	“Restoring	Nature	by	
Restoring	Food	Webs	at	Home,”	Tallamy	emphasized	the	importance	of	native	plants	to	insects,	the	foundation	of	all	local	food	webs.	By	
incorporating native plants into the home landscape, gardeners can provide the food sources for hundreds of native species and thereby 

support populations of native insects, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and mammals 
threatened by habitat destruction. 

Plus, through the generosity of all who 
attended, the Institute raised almost 
$3,800,	thus	bringing	its	fundraising	goal	
of	$10,480	for	Phase	II	of	the	Grow	Native!	
project	well	within	reach.		To	support	Grow	
Native!,	please	make	a	donation	online	at	
cedarcreekinstitute.org/donate	or	by	calling	
(269)	721-4190.	

Staff and volunteers planting the berm 
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Volunteer Spotlight—Rebecca Brown
“Volunteering	is	a	great	way	to	meet	people,”	said	Rebecca	Brown	when	asked	about	her	donation	of	time	to	the	
Institute.	Brown’s	husband	Hugh	was	the	Institute’s	field	station	director	from	2011–2013	and	her	first	volunteer	
experience	was	decorating	for	the	Institute’s	annual	fundraiser,	A	Latesummer	Night’s	Green.	She	has	continued	
to generously volunteer in many ways since.

	“Every	time	I	visit	Pierce,”	she	said,	“whether	it’s	filing	membership	applications,	archiving	news	articles,	watering	
the	plants,	helping	with	the	Holiday	Gift	Show,	or	just	going	to	brunch	and	hiking	the	property,	I	feel	welcomed	and	
part of a family. It’s a pleasant place to be and it reminds me of home—of having fun in the outdoors with friends.” 

Growing	up,	her	family’s	backyard	was	adjacent	to	a	city	
park. She recalled that every day there was a large group 

of	neighborhood	kids	who	would	explore	the	park;	climb	trees;	go	fishing	in	the	
pond;	play	Red	Rover,	Capture	the	Flag,	or	Kick	the	Can;	go	sledding;	or	swim	in	
the pool.  

After	college	Brown	worked	as	a	developmental	therapist	with	infants	and	
toddlers who lived in depressed socio-economic conditions. She never forgot 
how much being outdoors meant to her as a kid and made it a point to get those 
children outdoors too. 

“Research	shows,”	said	Brown,	“that	children	who	experience	natural	
environments in their neighborhood, such as Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, 
develop a respect for nature and use all their developmental skills to become 
better problem solvers and scientists.”

Mark	S.	Carlson	was	born	in	Lansing,	Michigan,	and	has	explored	the	natural	beauty	of	the	Great	Lakes	
State from shore to shore all his life. His passion for nature and photography quickly led to his profession 
after	his	first	image	was	published	in	1980.	Since	then	Mark’s	work	has	appeared	in	magazines,	
books, calendars, and various other publications. Some notable highlights include National Wildlife and 

Nature’s Best magazines and the 
Self-Realization	Fellowship’s	Inner	
Reflections	engagement	calendar.	
He is also a featured photographer 
in the acclaimed book Michigan 
Simply Beautiful	from	Farcountry	
Press and the sole author of the 
photography/haiku	book	Lights in 
the Forest. Mark’s yearly nature 
calendars have become essential 
wall décor for many of his devoted 
followers,	and	his	fine	art	prints	
have been exhibited in galleries, 
businesses, and private residences 
through the midwest. Mark also 
established	Great	Lakes	Photo	
Tours	and	conducts	tours	all	around	
the	Great	Lakes	region	and	beyond.	Mark’s	greatest	satisfaction	

comes	from	inspiring	others	by	sharing	his	vast	knowledge	of	nature	and	photography.	He	and	his	wife	Debra	reside	at	their	30-acre	
private	nature	sanctuary	bordering	the	Looking	Glass	River	in	Shiawassee	County,	Michigan.

Art Exhibit

Dewy dandelion seedhead 
14	1/4”	x	16”	light	gold	frame

Gray-headed	coneflowers	in	fog.	31”	x	37	1/2”	gold	frame

Rebecca	and	friends	showing	off	their	terrarium	made	for	the	
Institute’s	annual	fundraiser,	A	Latesummer	Night’s	Green

Don’t miss the chance to meet Mark at the Artist’s Reception on Sunday, June 14.  
Mark will also be presenting a free program from 12:15 – 1 pm that same day. 

For more information see page 10. 



Five Years of No Family Left Indoors
Originating	as	a	series	of	summer	hikes	at	Pierce	Cedar	Creek	Institute,	No	Family	Left	Indoors	is	now	in	its	fifth	year.	The	program	
was	inspired	by	Richard	Louv’s	book	Last Child in the Woods, which highlights the loss of outdoor play time and its importance and 
benefits	for	youth.	To	help	address	these	issues	locally,	the	Institute	created	No	Family	Left	Indoors,	which	offers	free,	fun	activities	that	
encourage	families	to	spend	time	together	outside	while	exploring	Barry	County.	While	targeted	towards	families,	anyone	is	welcome	
to	participate.	The	program	has	been	successful	as	a	result	of	numerous	partnering	and	sponsoring	organizations.	All	sessions	are	on	
Tuesdays	from	6:30	–	8	pm.

Date  Name of Event   Host     Location of Event       

June 9  Summer Stories and Activities Thornapple Kellogg Schools   Thornapple Kellogg Schools and 
Listen	to	stories	and	have	fun	in	Middleville.	 	 	 	 	 	 Community Library (same building)

June 16  Nesting Season at Otis Sanctuary Michigan Audubon Society   Otis Sanctuary
Join	a	skilled	birder	for	a	discussion	about	birds’	nesting	habits	and	then	go	for	a	hike	on	the	trails	to	identify	birds	and	look	for	nests.	
The	approximate	length	of	the	hike	is	1.5	miles.

June 23  Pond Exploration   Battle Creek Outdoor Education Center Clear Lake Camp
Catch	wiggling,	hopping,	or	diving	pond	critters	on	the	boardwalk.	If	there	is	time,	the	evening	will	end	with	a	campfire	and	a	story.

June 30  Art in Nature   Charlton Park    Charlton Park
Families	will	have	a	chance	to	explore	Charlton	Park	and	use	items	found	in	nature	as	the	tools	for	an	art	project.

July 7  Summer Outdoor Concert  Community Music School   Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
Students from the school will be playing an outdoor concert. Instruments will be available to touch and explore.

July 14  Sidewalk Art   Thornapple Arts Council   Barry Community Enrichment Center
Create individual works of art on the sidewalks and add to a collaborative piece.

July 21  Finding Frogs at Hidden Pond Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy Hidden Pond Preserve
Kids will have the opportunity to get their feet wet and look for their favorite amphibians.

July 28  Hike the North Country Trail North Country Trail Association  North Country Trail 
A	hike	on	the	North	Country	Trail,	highlighting	some	of	the	recent	work	on	the	trail.		 	 NE of Middleville at Crane Rd.

August 4  Exploring McKeown Bridge Park Barry County Parks and Recreation  McKeown Bridge Park
Enjoy	a	family	night	together	fishing,	building	and	flying	a	kite,	and	roasting	hot	dogs	and	marshmallows.

August 11 Bug Hunt   Pierce Cedar Creek Institute  Pierce Cedar Creek Institute
Explore	fields	and	forests,	look	for	the	creatures	that	call	them	home,	and	learn	about	what	it	takes	to	make	it	as	an	insect	in	the	wild.

August 18  Family Camp Night  YMCA of Barry County   Camp Algonquin
Families	can	enjoy	a	concentrated	camp	experience,	including	camp	games,	a	climbing	wall,	and	a	boat	ride.

 

	 Generously	sponsored	by:
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Calendar of Events
Garlic Mustard Work Days 
Thursday, June 4  9 am – Noon
Thursday, June 11  9 am – Noon

Join	the	Stewardship	staff	in	controlling	
garlic mustard in the Institute’s woodlands. 
This	plant	has	
rapidly spread 
throughout 
woodlands, 
impacting the 
ecology of these 
areas. Participants 
should wear long 
pants and closed 
toe	shoes.	Gloves	
can be helpful but 
are not required. 

June Brunch, Mark S. Carlson 
Artist’s Reception, and Program – 
The Psychology of Nature Photography: 
How to Select and Capture Interesting 
Subject Matter
Sunday, June 14
Brunch seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm
Program: 12:15 – 1 pm
Artist’s Reception: 1 – 3 pm

Naturalist	photographer	Mark	S.	Carlson	
discusses his natural inspirations and how 
he captures them. With illustrative photos, 
Mark explains his philosophical approach 
and step-by-step process for capturing his 
vision.	From	creative	thought	to	recording	it	
in	the	camera,	this	presentation	demystifies	
the procedure for making an interesting 
photograph. Program concludes with a 
slide show celebrating the beauty of native 
Michigan orchids.

Brunch Cost: Member Adults $14; Children $7
Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8
(Plus	6%	sales	tax.	Children	ages	4-10)
Program and Artist’s Reception are free. You do not 
need to attend brunch to enjoy either.

Environmental Leaders Discussion:
Is Sustainable Agriculture Sustainable? 
Thursday, June 18   7 – 8:30 pm

David Dornbos, Calvin College professor, 
will discuss modern agriculture and 
sustainability issues and answer the 
question: is sustainable agriculture 
sustainable or is it a band-aid on a fatally 
flawed	process?	Dessert	included.

Members Free  |  Non-Members $5

Ice Cream Social
Wednesday, June 24  6 – 8 pm

Not	only	will	there	be	plenty	of	ice	cream	
to enjoy, you won’t want to miss Moxieville 
with	special	guest	Chuck	Whiting.	Formed	
in Kalamazoo, Moxieville combines 
prohibition-era swing and torch-style music 
with early rock, soul, and rhythm and blues 
influences.	Blending	sharp	original	style,	
fierce	whistling,	and	a	modern	approach	
with a classic feel, Moxieville will leave you 
yearning	for	a	bygone	era	of	music.	Joining	
Moxieville	is	Kalamazoo	born	singer/
songwriter Chuck Whiting. Steeped in the 
great	vocal	tradition	of	Jimmie	Rodgers,	
Hank Williams, and Wayne Hancock, Chuck 
hollers, moans, and yodels his way through 
witty originals and carefully chosen covers, 
incorporating country, blues, western swing, 
and jazz to make for his own unique take on 
American	roots	music.

Free

Family Science Night
Wednesday, June 24 6 – 8 pm

See	page	6	for	details.

Thornapple Paddle Trip
Saturday, June 27  9 am – 1 pm

See	Barry	County	from	a	different	
perspective during this paddle trip. 
Participants will have the opportunity 
to learn some basic canoe and kayak 
paddling techniques and will then travel 
from Charlton Park to Hastings along the 
Thornapple	River.	Registration	includes	
boat	and	personal	flotation	device	rental,	
transportation to the launch, instruction, 
and snacks for the trip. Deadline for 
registration	is	June	25.

Members $18 for canoe, $21 for kayak
Non-Members $22 for canoe, $25 for kayak

Spotted Knapweed Work Days
Thursday, July 9  9 am – Noon
Thursday, July 23  9 am – Noon

Join	the	Stewardship	staff	in	controlling	
spotted knapweed in the Institute’s prairies. 
This	plant	is	allelopathic,	poisoning	off	
nearby plants and reducing the biodiversity 
found in grassland areas. Participants 
should wear long pants and closed toe 
shoes.	The	Institute	will	provide	gloves,	but	
volunteers are welcome to bring their own. 

July Brunch and Summer Research 
Projects Program
Sunday, July 12
Brunch seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm
Program: 12:15 pm – 1 pm
Program is free. You do not need to attend brunch 
to enjoy the program.

Several	2015	researchers	will	share	their	
projects.	Find	out	what	it	is	like	to	spend	
the summer at the Institute focusing on an 
in-depth	scientific	or	creative	project.

Brunch Cost: Member Adults $14; Children $7
Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8
(Plus	6%	sales	tax.	Children	ages	4-10)

Wild Foods Hike
Saturday, July 18  9 – 11:30 am

Many	plants	in	Michigan’s	fields	and	forests	
can serve as 
food.	Learn	
to identify the 
plants and 
their edible 
parts and 
prepare them 
safely. Wild 
foods will 
be available 
to	try	along	the	way.	A	shorter,	easier	hike	
and a longer, more strenuous hike will be 
offered. Pre-registration is required.

Members Free
Non-Member Adults $6; Non-Member Children $3

ScienceStrong 
Professional Development: 
Integrating Nature into Early Childhood 
Classrooms
Thursday and Friday, July 23 and 24
9 am – 4:30 pm both days

See	page	6	for	details.
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Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
Pre-payment may be required for some events.

Calendar of Events
Environmental Leaders Discussion:
Snake Fungal Disease
Thursday, July 23   7 – 8:30 pm

Jen	Moore,	professor	at	Grand	Valley	State	
University,	will	provide	an	update	on	snake	
fungal disease, a new disease affecting 
several snake species. Of particular 
vulnerability is the eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake. Dessert included.

Members Free  |  Non-Members $5

Lake Monitoring Workshop 
Saturday, July 25  9 am – 12:30 pm

Lake	monitoring	is	an	effective	way	to	
determine the status of a lake and to 
evaluate	lake	management.	Jo	Latimore	
of	MSU	Extension	and	the	Cooperative	
Lakes	Management	Program	will	
instruct participants in a basic set of 
lake	monitoring	activities.	The	workshop	
will include instruction outside on 
Brewster	Lake;	participants	should	dress	
accordingly.	Program	is	limited	to	20	
participants. Pre-registration is required.

Members $16  |  Non-Members $20

Wetland Weeds Work Day 
Thursday, July 30  9 am – Noon 

The	Institute’s	wetlands	have	both	
phragmites and purple loosestrife. 
Volunteers	will	work	to	identify	and	treat	
these	plants.	Volunteers	should	wear	long	
pants.	Rubber	boots	and	gloves	are	a	plus	
but will be available from the Institute. 

Autumn Olive Work Days
Thursday, August 6  9 am – Noon
Thursday, August 20 9 am – Noon 

Autumn	olive	is	a	common	shrub	found	
in	old	fields	and	forests	throughout	
Barry	County.	At	the	Institute,	staff	
and volunteers have been working to 
reduce the populations, encouraging 
natural succession to occur. During the 
summer and fall, volunteers will have the 
opportunity to help with this endeavor. 
Volunteers	should	wear	long	pants	
and	closed	toed	shoes.	Gloves	will	be	
available, but participants are welcome to 
bring their own.

Family Science Night
Thursday, August 6  6:30 – 8 pm

See	page	6	for	details.

BBQ and Music
Who Hit John? and Red Tail Ring 
Sunday, August 9
Dinner 5 pm   |   Music 6 – 8:30 pm

A	collaboration	of	two	great	bands—Who	Hit	
John?	and	Red	Tail	Ring—takes	the	stage	
this year. Hailing from Kalamazoo, Who Hit 
John?	has	been	performing,	jamming,	and	
busking	since	2006.	With	all	five	members	
taking a hand at singing and songwriting, 
the	outcome	is	eclectic	and	honest.	Now	
weaving	gypsy	jazz	and	swing	flavors	into	
an already assorted collage of old time 
originals and traditionals, it blends music 
of the past with a new, vibrant breath of 
excitement and soul. Performing alongside 
them	is	Red	Tail	Ring,	the	musical	brainchild	
of two old-time-minded Michiganders, 
Michael	Beauchamp	and	Laurel	Premo,	
who blend the loving attention of revivalist 
fervor with the playful creativity of 
starting from scratch. Whether rendering 
a traditional tune or one of their many 
original compositions, the duo infuses each 
song with musical imagination, haunting 
harmonies, and instrumental artistry on 
fiddle,	banjo,	mandolin,	jawharp,	and	plain-
old foot stomping. 

BBQ and Music: 
Member Adults $22; Children $10
Non-Member Adults $24; Children $11
(Children ages 4 – 10) 
Music Only: 
Adults $10; Children $5
(Children ages 4 – 10)

No Family Left Indoors
Bug Hunt  
Tuesday, August 11  6:30 – 8 pm

Kids and adults will both enjoy going on a 
bug	hunt	at	the	Institute.	Explore	the	fields	
and forests while looking for the many 
wonderful small and hidden creatures that 
call it home. Plus, learn about what it takes 
to make it as an insect in the wild.

Free

Environmental Issues Forum
Emerging Issues in Forestry
Thursday, August 13 11:30 am – 1 pm

Forests	in	Barry	County	are	important	for	
the wood products, recreation, and wildlife 
they	support.	Forest	trees	are	vulnerable	
to a number of different threats from 
diseases,	pests,	and	climate	change.	Barry	
conservation	District	Forester	Shawn	Kelly	
and	Phillip	Kurzeja	from	the	DNR	will	lead	the	
forum and help members of the community 
and community leaders understand these 
problems and what might be done to mitigate 
their	effects.	Refreshments	included.

Free

Moon and Stars Viewing
Friday, August 28  8:30 – 11 pm

Come out to the Institute and enjoy a great 
view of the night sky. Watch the nearly full 
moon rise as the stars come out one by one. 
The	Kalamazoo	Astronomical	Society	will	
have telescopes on hand to see some of the 
amazing wonders of the universe. Program 
may be rescheduled or canceled due to 
weather conditions.

Members Free
Non-Member Adults $6 | Non-Member Children $3

Save the Date:
Barry County Outdoor Recreation Youth 
Day – Historic Charlton Park
Saturday, September 12 10 am – 5 pm 

Families	will	be	able	to	try	out	and	learn	
about many outdoor recreation activities, 
like	kayaking,	canoeing,	hiking,	fishing,	
bird watching, camping, archery, mountain 
biking, and hunting. Pierce Cedar Creek 
Institute will lead an activity that allows 
kids to search for aquatic critters in the 
shallows	of	the	Thornapple	River.	
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A Corporate Membership Thank You 

Willard G. Pierce and
Jessie M. Pierce Foundation

701 W. Cloverdale Road
Hastings, MI 49058

100% Post-Consumer

Non-Profit
Organization
US	Postage

PAID
Dowling, MI
Permit	No.	3

An	extraordinary	commitment	to	community	and	environmental	education	is	part	of	Bill	and	Jessie	Pierce’s	legacy	in	Barry	County.	Pierce	
Cedar Creek Institute is the result of the Pierce family’s vision to give back to the community they so loved and their commitment to 
building	a	better	place	to	live	and	learn.	From	preschool	to	graduate	school	and	beyond,	Institute	programming	continues	to	educate,	
inspire, and change perspectives on environmental issues for students of all ages. 

What	Bill	and	Jessie	planted	continues	to	be	cultivated	by	past	and	present	contributors.	The	Institute	thanks	all	its	supporters	for	their	
investment in environmental programming, including the generous support of its corporate members:

Eastern Bluebird - $250
Barry	County	Telephone

Coleman	Agency	of	Hastings
Critical Computer Systems

Edward	Jones
Haskin	Electric,	LLC
Hastings	City	Bank

Hastings	Family	Dental	Care
Lansing	Sanitary	Supply

Louis	Padnos	Iron	&	Metal	Company
Morgan Stanley
TNR	Machine,	Inc.

Henslow’s Sparrow – $1,000
Discovery	Financial,	LLC

Flexfab	Horizons	International
Hastings Mutual Insurance Company

Sandhill Crane - $500
Berends	Hendricks	Stuit	Insurance	Agency,	Inc.

Burnham	&	Dells	Advisors
Gun	Lake	Casino

Hastings	Fiber	Glass	Products,	Inc.
J-ad	Graphics

Walker,	Fluke	&	Sheldon,	PLC


