
As spring approaches, many people turn their thoughts to getting outside more, 
planting a garden, landscaping, or making other improvements to their homestead. 
One of the easiest ecological steps a local gardener or landscaper can take is 
to use native Michigan genotype plants instead of commercial hybrids. In the 
next few months, the Institute will offer a variety of educational programs about 
native plants, fruit trees, sustainability, and permaculture, including a visit from 
sustainable gardening leader and author Douglas Tallamy. During April’s Earth 
Week, Tallamy will speak about biodiversity and why your garden matters, Dr. Elena 
Litchman will discuss water quality and Barry County lakes, and families can explore 
Institute property for turtles, frogs, snakes, and salamanders. Observing nature 
renew itself is one of the great joys of spring, so gather at the Institute and have 
some fun!

Highlights by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute:
•	 ScienceStrong	Meets	Goal
•	 Award-winning	Author	Douglas	Tallamy	
•	 The	Importance	of	Native	Plants
•	 Family	Herpatology	Hike
•	 Permaculture	Design	Course

March – May 2015
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The	Institute’s	butterfly	garden.	Various	native	
plants	with	native	echinacea	or	purple	coneflower	in	
foreground of bottom photo.
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As gardeners become increasingly aware 
of sustainable gardening practices, native 
plants	are	becoming	trendier.	Native	
plants are species that naturally and 
historically occur in a particular region, 
state, ecosystem, or habitat. In order to be 
truly native, a plant must be propagated 
from	locally-grown	seed	and	planted	in	an	
ecosystem in the geographic region from 
which it evolved. 

Native	plants	have	many	virtues:	they	are	
adapted	to	the	local	climate,	are	drought-
tolerant	and	disease-resistant,	require	less	
maintenance (water, fertilizer, pesticides, 
etc.),	improve	water	quality,	lessen	the	
impacts of global warming, and provide food 
and shelter for native wildlife.

Despite their ecological importance, native 
plants are often not readily available. 
Chances are the only “native” plants 
found at a local nursery are actually 
native cultivars or plants selected and/
or bred by humans based on one or more 
desirable traits. To determine if a plant is 
a native, check the plant label; it should 
have a genus and species name only. If 
the genus and species name is followed by 
another,	usually	descriptive	word(s),	then	
it is a cultivar. These plants are sometimes 
referred to as “nativars.” When considering 
whether	to	incorporate	these	pseudo-native	
plants into a landscape, it is important to 
ask	the	question:	are	these	“native”	plants	
native enough to support local wildlife? In 
other words, do these cultivars serve the 
same ecological function as native plants 
with a Michigan genotype?

Cultivars	have	two	major	limitations:	loss	of	
genetic diversity and loss of characteristics 
valuable	to	wildlife.	Genetic	diversity	is	
the basis for biodiversity, which, in turn, 
is the foundation for healthy ecosystems. 
Native	plants	provide	this	genetic	diversity;	
nativars, which are often partially or 
entirely cloned to manipulate desirable 
characteristics, likely do not. While 
genetic uniformity is great for maintaining 
ornamental traits, it does little to promote 
genetic diversity within the species. 
Genetic	similarity	severely	compromises	a	
species’s ability to adapt to new diseases 
or other threats. These plants will likely 
become more vulnerable by virtue of their 
sameness. This scenario has played out 
repeatedly in agricultural crops, perhaps 
most infamously, during the Irish potato 
famine	in	the	1840s.	The	Irish	were	
dependent on one variety of potato, which 
was vulnerable to late blight (Phytophthora 
infestans).	Whole	fields	of	potatoes	rapidly	
died leaving the Irish with little food.

Moreover, the nativar trait most desirable 
to gardeners may render a plant less 
beneficial	to	wildlife.	An	example	of	this	is	
double blooms. In nativars like Echinacea 
purpurea	“Pink	Double	Delight,”	double	
blooms	make	it	difficult,	if	not	impossible,	
for pollinators to access pollen. Without 
pollination, plants are unable to serve as 
a food source for native pollinators or even 
reproduce. In this instance, ecological 
function has been compromised in favor 
of plant aesthetics. Therefore, planting 
locally-grown	Michigan	native	species	
is key to supporting local ecosystems. 
These plants are capable of providing 
ecosystem services such as healthy soil 
formation,	nutrient	cycling,	flood	and	
erosion	control,	water	purification,	and	
a pollen source that local wildlife (and 
humans)	depend	on.	For	Douglas	Tallamy,	
author of Bringing Nature Home: How You 
Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants, 
and	like-minded	gardeners,	the	ecosystem	
services a plant provides may be the most 
important reason to plant natives.



Restoring Biodiversity at Home: Why Your Garden Matters
Saturday, April 18  11:30 am – 2 pm 

As	part	of	the	2015	Grow	Native!	Campaign,	the	
Institute is pleased to welcome renowned author and 
speaker Douglas Tallamy for an exciting fundraising 
event.	Following	a	strolling	tapas	lunch	by	Chef	Richard	
Centala,	Tallamy,	a	leader	in	the	field	of	sustainable	
gardening, will discuss the ways garden plants can 
have	a	positive	impact	on	biodiversity.	Professor	
and Chair of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at 
the	University	of	Delaware,	Tallamy	won	the	Garden	
Writer’s	Association’s	Silver	Medal	for	his	book	
Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife 
with Native Plants.	He	is	co-author	of	The Living 

Landscape: Designing for Beauty and Biodiversity in the Home Garden and a contributor to The New 
American Landscape: Leading Voices on the Future of Sustainable Gardening. 

Tickets	are	$40	for	the	fundraiser.	All	proceeds	help	the	Institute	reach	the	Grow	Native!	fundraising	
goal	of	$10,480.	The	funds	will	help	Institute	staff	and	volunteers	replace	the	invasive	weeds	and	
non-native	grasses	on	the	Education	Building	berm	with	a	native	prairie	planting	as	they	did	with	
the	Visitor	Center	berm	in	2013.	By	joining	our	efforts	to	Grow	Native!,	you	are	helping	promote	the	
aesthetic	and	ecological	benefits	of	native	plants	for	generations	to	come.	Thank	you!

Lunch, Program, and Book Signing $40 
      	Event	sponsored	by:

Additional sponsorships available. 
Call	(269)	721-4190	for	reservations	or	sponsorship	information.

Unable to attend? You can still help the Institute Grow Native!

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________
Street	Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________State___________	Zip________________________		
Phone(s)______________________________________________	Email_________________________________________

Gift Recognition: All donations will receive recognition on a donor appreciation plaque.
Name	recognized	on	plaque:	________________________________________________					□	Please	keep	anonymous.
Donor Level:
	 □		Black-Eyed	Susan	($25	-	$199)		 	 □		Butterfly	Milkweed	($200	-	$499)
	 □		Wild	Blue	Lupine	($500	-	$999)	 	 □		Silphium	($1,000	-	$3,499)
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 □		Prairie	Partner	($3,500	and	above)
Donation	Amount	$____________			
Form	of	Payment:	Check	#_____________	CC	#__________________________________	Exp.	Date_________________	
Signature_________________________________________________________________	Date______________________

Donations may also be made online at cedarcreekinstitute.org/donate 
or by calling us at (269) 721-4190.

If	you	are	interested	in	volunteering	for	Grow	Native!	projects,	please	contact	
Stewardship	Manager	Jen	Howell	at	(269)	721-4198	or	howellj@cedarcreekinstitute.org.
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For	most	gardeners,	the	
debate over whether natives 
are better than cultivars is 
almost moot because, as 
mentioned earlier, nativars 
are far more readily available 
than natives. Luckily, for 
local gardeners, this is 
not the case in Michigan. 
The	Michigan	Native	Plant	
Producers	Association,	
comprised of 7 independently 
owned nurseries, specializes 
in	providing	over	400	species	
of native Michigan genotype 
plants. To learn where native 
plants can be purchased in 
Michigan, visit mnppa.org. 

Native	grasses	and	
wildflowers	will	be	available	
for purchase during the 
Institute’s annual Mother’s 
Day	Brunch	and	Native	
Plant	Sale	on	Sunday,	May	
10.		For	more	information	
and inspiration about the 
importance of native plants, 
be	sure	to	attend	“Restoring	
Biodiversity	at	Home:	Why	
Your	Garden	Matters”	with	
Douglas	Tallamy	on	Saturday,	
April	18.



Homesteading	is	an	important	movement	
within the American experience. 
Homesteads	existed	in	the	United	States	
since it was settled; however, the idea 
and promotion of homesteads was 
strongly	advanced	by	the	Homestead	
Acts,	the	first	of	which	was	signed	into	
law	by	Abraham	Lincoln	in	1862.	These	
Acts provided free or inexpensive land 
to people who were willing to live on and 
make “improvements” to the land for a 
period of time and created strong interest 
in western migration, helping to settle 
much of the land west of the Mississippi.

Homesteading	for	settlers	was	primarily	
focused on survival and meeting 
immediate needs. Once on a piece of 
land, there was a rush to develop shelter 
and provide food to support the family 
over	the	first	winter.	Eventually,	as	the	
homestead developed, settlers had the 
time and energy to grow some cash crops 
or livestock to sell. The additional money 
would provide the family with important 
items that couldn’t be provided on the 
homestead. Traditional homesteading 
continued	through	the	mid-20th	century,	
but	since	homesteading	was	difficult	and	
lonely work, many homesteads did not 
last very long. As homesteads failed, the 
land was consolidated into larger farms 
growing products for outside markets. 

Despite these failures, many of the ideals 
of homesteading never went away. They 
received periodic renewal, conjuring up 
deep American values like independence 
and	self-sufficiency.	One	period	of	
significant	renewal	was	in	the	late	1960s	
and	1970s.	Many	young	people	of	that	
generation were disillusioned with 
aspects	of	their	society.	Getting	“back	
to the land” was a way of developing an 
alternative lifestyle that appeared simpler 
and more authentic. 

Current interest in homesteading is often 
different than in the past. Originally, 
homesteading was promoted as a 
way of developing an area. In modern 
times, the term typically refers to 
households	interested	in	self-sufficiency	
and	other	values	(see	sidebar)	and	
cultivating an intimate connection and 
interdependence with the land. Today’s 
homesteaders are interested in exploring 
ways of integrating these values into 

their lives. It often involves growing a 
portion of a household’s food, most often 
with a vegetable garden. It may include 
animal husbandry, raising honey bees or 
chickens, and for those with more space, 
goats	or	a	cow.	Some	households	heat	and	
cook by growing, harvesting, and burning 
wood. Depending on location and interests, 
households may even include the building 
of the home, barn, or shop as part of their 
goals. 

Permaculture,	a	practice	that	encompasses	
many of the same values as homesteading, 
implies some additional steps and better 
fits	what	many	people	aspire	to	today.	
Specifically,	permaculture	is	about	
designing and implementing ways to live 
abundantly while also leaving the land in 
better condition. The practice is grounded in 
a respectful approach to the environment, 
others, and future generations. As such, 
while homesteading focuses on “home” and 
the often romanticized rugged individual or 
family, permaculture focuses on “culture” or 
community and the ways humans live within 
communities and depend on each other. 

For	permaculturists,	like	Institute	members	
Brian	and	Josh	Shultz,	it	is	through	these	
connections, or culture, that people’s lives 
have value. Brian and Josh, both graduates 
of	Midwest	Permaculture,	own	successful,	
working permaculture farms in Barry 
County.	Brian	operates	Fair	Lake	Farm	
where, among other things, he raises beef 
in a natural and sustainable manner, while 

Values often associated with homesteading: 
• Frugality—due	to	simplification	of	lifestyle
• Health—due	to	fresh,	local	foods	and	the	exercise	involved	with	such	a	lifestyle
• Environmental	stewardship—due	to	resources	procured	locally	and	responsibly	and	

lower consumption and waste

Land Management
Living the Good Life through Homesteading and Permaculture

Local	permaculturists	Brian	and	Josh	Shultz’s	farm
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Homesteading	often	involves	growing	a	portion	of	a	
household’s food, most often with a vegetable garden.

his	son	Josh,	recently	named	Permaculture	
Coordinator for Western Michigan University, 
incorporates the practice of aquaponics 
into his permaculture mix, growing 
greens	alongside	fish,	at	his	Cedar	Creek	
Permaculture	Farm.	

Committed to its community, the Institute 
has a variety of opportunities to help 
build skills in both homesteading and 
permaculture.	In	March,	Don	Snoeyink	will	
return to the Institute to lead a workshop on 
beekeeping.	Later	in	March,	William	Shane	
of	MSU	Extension	will	lead	a	workshop	on	
developing and maintaining fruit trees, and 
Barry	Conservation	District	Forester	Shawn	
Kelly will head a workshop on pruning and 
other	forms	of	tree	maintenance.	Finally,	at	
the end of May, the Institute will again be 
offering	a	Permaculture	Design	Certificate	
Course. More information on the course can 
be	found	on	page	5.

Josh	Shultz	at	Cedar	Creek	Permaculture	Farm



Animal Rehabilitation
As the interface between natural and 
manmade communities grows, there is an 
increased threat to native wildlife due to 
more	frequent	animal-human	interaction.	
Humans	are	often	“rescuing”	baby	animals,	
but the “rescue” typically causes more 
harm	than	benefit.	If	left	alone,	many	baby	
animals will be found by their parents, and 
some animals, such as deer, strategically 
hide their young. The young are additionally 
protected from predators by their lack of 
scent and cryptic markings.

Most often, rescued animals will not survive 
if released into the wild, or they die in 
captivity. Many people try to rehabilitate 
baby animals on food not suited for their 
proper development. Although often used, 
cow’s milk is extremely toxic to wild animals 
and leads to diarrhea and dehydration.
Only rescue an animal if it is visibly weak, 
injured, or in serious danger. Even then, 
use extreme care when handling animals. 
In all instances, the animal should only be 
housed and cared for by a licensed animal 
rehabilitator or veterinarian.

For	more	information,	be	sure	to	attend	the	
brunch	program	on	Sunday,	April	5	when	
professional wildlife rehabilitator Dawn 
Koning will be speaking on wild animal 
rescue	and	rehabilitation	(see	page	9).

Permaculture Design Certificate Course 
Saturday, May 30 – Saturday, June 6
8 am – Evening
For	the	second	year,	the	Institute	will	host	a	
week-long	permaculture	certification	course	in	
partnership	with	Midwest	Permaculture.	Led	
by	Bill	Wilson,	Midwest	Permaculture’s	lead	
instructor	and	designer,	the	Permaculture	Design	
Certificate	Course	will	help	participants	understand	
permaculture concepts and develop their own 
permaculture designs. Topics will include food 
production, home design and construction, energy 
conservation and generation, and social and 
economic issues that all support a culture that 
cares for the planet and its inhabitants. The course 
will primarily take place at the Institute with visits to local farms and additional 
instruction	by	local	permaculturists	Brian	and	Josh	Shultz.	Participants	who	complete	
the	course	earn	a	Permaculture	Design	Certificate.	The	course	requires	study	prior	
to	the	beginning	of	class.	Lodging	is	available	at	Pierce	Cedar	Creek	Institute.	Off-site	
camping	may	be	available.	Registration	deadline	for	the	Permaculture	Course	is	May	
1.	A	$250	non-refundable	deposit	is	due	at	the	time	of	initial	registration	with	the	
balance	due	by	the	deadline	of	May	1.	Registration	is	10	–	11:30	am	on	May	30,	with	
lunch	to	follow.	The	class	will	end	at	3	pm	on	June	6.	Additional	information	on	the	
course is available at cedarcreekinstitute.org. All meals are included.

Lodging at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute: Members $1,345  |  Non-Members $1,375 
Without lodging: Members $1,145  |  Non-Members $1,175 

Bill	Wilson	of	Midwest	Permaculture	
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The mother of this fawn can be gone for several hours 
at a time. While it may look as if it’s been abandoned, 
it is more likely waiting for the mother to return.

A Place to Learn

Photo	by	Mark	Boaz

Students	and	instructors	from	the	2014	
Permaculture	Design	Certificate	Course	at	Pierce	Cedar	Creek	Institute	

midwestpermaculture.com

Raccoon	mothers	typically	move	their	babies.	If	
you	find	baby	raccoons	and	they	appear	healthy,	
understand that if they are left behind, their mother 
may not risk returning for them until after dark. 



Environmental Leaders Series with Dr. Elena Litchman
Friday, April 24  7 – 8:30 pm
A new series of talks will begin at the Institute this spring. As 
part	of	Earth	Week,	Michigan	State	University	Professor	Elena	
Litchman will speak about local lake structure, how to preserve 
the quality of area lakes and prevent problems caused by 
undesirable algae and cyanobacteria. Litchman came to the 
Kellogg	Biological	Station	in	2005	and	conducts	research	in	
Kalamazoo	and	Barry	County	lakes,	as	well	as	Siberia’s	Lake	
Baikal	(the	largest	freshwater	lake	in	the	world).	She	researches	
the roles of humans in changing the structure of plankton 
communities	in	lakes.	Her	lab	investigates	the	ecology	of	invasive,	
potentially toxic cyanobacteria, which have been spreading into temperate regions 
from	the	tropics.	She	will	talk	about	her	research	on	harmful	algal	blooms	and	how	
scientists	can	monitor	the	blooms	using	autonomous	robotic	fish.

Members FREE   l   Non-Members  $5

Volunteer Spotlight
“We came, we saw, we skied, and I picked 
up a brochure.” While not the most 
obvious of origin stories for an Institute 
volunteer,	according	to	Ric	Gendernalik,	
this is exactly how it happened for him. 
After	he	and	a	friend	came	to	Pierce	Cedar	
Creek Institute for a day of cross country 
skiing, he became an Institute volunteer in 
2008	through	the	Conservation	Stewards	
program.  

In	Stewardship	Manager	Jen	Howell’s	
estimation, “We totally hit the jackpot 
when	Ric	committed	to	helping	at	the	
Institute!”	Over	the	years,	Ric	has	played	
an	integral	role	in	many	projects.	He	has	
acted as project engineer and builder of all 
boardwalk and observation deck projects, 
served as a prescribed burn volunteer, 
helped control invasive plants, assisted in 
the	Celebration	Garden’s	installation,	and	
monitored the nest boxes on the Bluebird 
Trail.

When	he’s	not	at	the	Institute,	Ric	enjoys	
spending time with his family and being 
outdoors:	“I	have	a	wonderful	wife,	five	
children, two grandchildren, and I love 
them all. I enjoy hiking, skiing, counting 
bluebird nestlings, and I recently took up 
sailing—it’s	harder	than	it	looks.”	

A Place to Meet and Volunteer

Ric	enjoying	a	finished	project—observation	deck	
overlooking Brewster Lake.

Ric	(second	from	right)	and	the	crew	in	the	beginning	
stages of the Brewster Lake observation deck.

Michigan	State	
University	Professor	
Elena Litchman

Herpetology Short Course
Thursday, May 28  8:30 am – 5 pm  
   and 8 – 10 pm
Friday, May 29  8 am – 4:30 pm
Those passionate about amphibians 
and reptiles can learn more about 
their	favorite	creatures	at	a	field	
herpetology course offered at the 
Institute.	Dr.	Jennifer	Moore	(Grand	
Valley	State	University)	and	Dr.	Edythe	
Sonntag	(University	of	Michigan)	will	
help	participants	find	and	identify	
turtles, snakes, salamanders, frogs, 
and toads of Michigan. This course, 

a	mixture	of	indoor	lecture	and	field	
work, is for college students, aspiring 
naturalists, wildlife professionals, and 
nature	enthusiasts.	Participants	should	
be comfortable walking and standing 
outside on uneven ground.

Members $125   l   Non-Members  $135  
Includes two breakfasts and two lunches
Institute housing is available for an 
additional $50 per night.

Share Your Photos of the Institute
Putting	together	each	newsletter	takes	new	photos,	and	the	Institute	is	reaching	out	to	
its	readers	for	help.	Please	share	your	photos	of	wildlife,	the	trails	or	waterways,	and	
people outdoors hiking, snowshoeing, or bird watching at the Institute. Your photos will 
be credited if published in Naturally Speaking,	on	Facebook,	or	on	the	Institute	website.	
Email photos to info@cedarcreekinstitute.org	or	call	(269)	721-4190	for	more	details.

The perfect shot 
by Jim Toburen
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The Blanding’s turtle is	a	medium-sized	
turtle of special concern in Michigan and is 
found	at	Pierce	Cedar	Creek	Institute.	The	
turtle’s	black,	domed	shell	is	about	6	–	10	
inches long and can be recognized by the 
yellow specks and lines that cover it. The 

Blanding’s	turtle	can	also	be	identified	by	
its bright yellow chin and underside of the 
neck.	This	turtle	is	also	called	the	“semi-
box” turtle because its shell closes much 
like that of a box turtle when threatened. 
The turtle is declining in Michigan, partially 
due to the fragmentation of wetlands, 
degradation of habitat, mortality from 
vehicles, and population increases in large 
mammal	predators.	With	a	lifespan	of	80	
years, the species does not reach sexual 
maturity	until	20	years	old.	These	turtles	
are	easiest	to	find	during	the	April	to	June	
breeding season when they are more active.

The Blanchard’s cricket frog, once 
abundant in southern Michigan, is now 
considered a threatened species. Its 
population has decreased drastically 
since	the	1970s,	likely	due	to	the	loss	of	
habitat and increased use of pesticides 
and other chemical contaminants. It is the 
most	aquatic	of	all	the	tree	frogs	in	North	
America and inhabits the muddy edges 
of	permanent	ponds,	lakes,	bogs,	flood	
plains,	and	slow-moving	streams.	This	small	
frog averages one inch in length and can 
be	identified	by	its	warty	skin	and	a	black	
triangle between its eyes. It is easiest to 
find	these	frogs	during	the	breeding	season,	
from	mid-May	to	mid-July,	when	you	can	
hear the males metallic clicking call. These 
frogs often hibernate from late October until 
early April. 

The eastern massasauga rattlesnake 
is Michigan’s only venomous snake. 
Ranging	from	18	to	30	inches,	it	is	a	
slow-moving	snake	with	a	thick	body.	Its	
triangular head quickly tapers into a thin 
neck and then widens back out. While 
snake bites are rare and massasauga 
venom is mild, if a person is bitten, 
they should receive immediate medical 
attention. These snakes are becoming 
rarer due to the loss of their wetland 
habitat and persecution by humans. 
Massasaugas are a vital part of the 
natural ecosystem, feeding on rodents 
and other small animals and serving 
as food for eagles, herons, and some 
mammals. They are thought to live up to 
20	years.	Reproductive	gestation	lasts	
3.5	months,	and	typically	5	–	20	live	
baby snakes are born at a time. 

The blue-spotted salamander is one 
of the most common salamanders in 
Michigan. It is distinguished by black 
skin and blue dots that cover much of 
its	body	and	arms.	Many	blue-spotted	
salamanders are hybrids, which result 
from breeding with other members of 
the Ambystoma	genus.	Blue-spotted	
salamanders live in hardwood forests 
and swampy woodlands and require 
ephemeral ponds for breeding. They are 
much	more	tolerant	to	human-disturbed	
habitat than other salamanders. When 
attacked or threatened, they will thrash 
their tails around, and if captured by the 
tail, it will detach while the salamander 
escapes.	It	is	easiest	to	find	these	
salamanders	after	the	first	spring	rains	
in March or April when they are visiting 
fishless	vernal	ponds	to	breed.

The blue spotted salamander is one of the most 
common salamanders in Michigan.

The Blanding’s turtle is of special concern in 
Michigan and has been seen at the Institute.

Cedar Creek Scenery
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Have you seen . . . Family Fun can be Educational!
Over the past couple of months the 
Institute has welcomed many families to 
fun, educational events such as the Bats of 
Michigan	program	and	Winter	Festival.	

In	November,	the	Institute	hosted	the	
Organization for Bat Conservation with 
over	80	people	attending	the	exciting,	
informative	event.	Families	learned	about	
which bats live in Michigan, what they eat, 
how they survive the harshness of winter, 
and	the	threat	of	white-nose	syndrome	to	
bat populations. 

During	January’s	Winter	Festival,	families	
were able to use the sledding hill, try out 
snowshoeing, make s’mores, and listen 
to	master	storyteller	Dick	Strader.	Many	
couples and families also enjoyed the 
hearty winter brunch prepared by Chef 
Richard	Centala	and	his	staff.

Families,	students,	and	bird	watchers	
routinely use the seven miles of public trails 
on their own all year long, but there are also 
many guided nature hikes and workshops to 
enjoy throughout the year.

Don’t miss 
upcoming 
family programs 
this spring. 
Look for frogs, 
turtles, and 
salamanders 
at	the	Family	
Herpetology	
Hike,	make	
a bird house 
for a Mother’s 
Day gift, or 
find	leaves,	
animals, and 
more	on	the	Nature	Scavenger	Hike.	Visit	
cedarcreekinstitute.org for a calendar of 
events	and	other	ways	to	have	fun	at	Pierce	
Cedar Creek Institute.

Photo	by	Doug	Jonas

Even Executive Director Michelle 
Skedgell	likes	looking	for	frogs,	
turtles, and salamanders!

. . . if you have, help us keep track!
When you see these or any other frog, toad, salamander, snake, or turtle species at the 
Institute,	stop	in	the	Visitor	Center	and	record	your	find	in	the	Herpetological	Log	Book.



Thanks to You – A Challenge was Met, and Met Early
This	fall	the	Douglas	and	Margaret	DeCamp	Foundation	issued	the	Institute	a	challenge	grant,	
the	Institute’s	first	challenge	grant.	The	DeCamp	Foundation	agreed	to	match	all	donations	to	
the	Institute’s	new	ScienceStrong	program,	up	to	$10,000,	with	a	deadline	of	May	2015.		

Thanks	to	over	60	donations	from	individuals	and	companies	inspired	by	the	ScienceStrong	program,	the	goal	has	been	met—and	
exceeded.	With	over	$10,000	in	donations	and	the	DeCamp	Foundation’s	$10,000	matching	grant,	the	funds	are	in	place	to	begin	
supporting	area	teachers	and	students,	from	pre-kindergarten	through	high	school,	in	science	education.

Specifically,	this	summer	the	Institute	will	offer	an	expansion	of	its	college	research	program	to	high	school	students.	Through	hands-on,	
field-based	research	experience,	interaction	with	college	faculty	and	students,	and	information	on	science	careers	and	college	options,	
high school students will gain the inspiration, experience, and knowledge needed to possibly pursue a career in the sciences.   

This is just the beginning, but what a beginning it is!

Thank you to the following ScienceStrong donors!*
Your support made the creation of ScienceStrong possible, 

and your continued support will make it a real game-changer for science literacy.

Douglas A. & Margaret E. Decamp Foundation - $10,000 matching grant

Jim and Mary Atkinson
Donald and Dorothy Ayer
Joe	and	Helen	Barr

Scott	Bloom
Jim and Donna Brown
Jim and Albie Brunner

David and Jo Carr
Mark and Margaret Christensen

Jim and Judy DeCamp
Pete	and	Barb	DeDecker

Jean	DeMott	and	Fritz	Seegers
David and Caroline Dimmers

Matthew Douglas
Carrie Duits

Michelle Duits
Marge	Faber

Jim	and	Alice	Fish
Chelsey	and	Jillian	Foster

Graduate and High School Students 
In	2015,	Pierce	Cedar	Creek	Institute	will	launch	two	new	
initiatives that will expand the current summer education 
programming. A graduate student research program will 
begin this year, and students will be able to complete 
multi-year	research	projects	on	a	topic	of	their	choice.	The	
graduate student will be provided a stipend, housing, and 
partial meal support while in residence at the Institute. 

The Institute will also pilot a new high school student 
science exploration program this July that allows local 
students to work with researchers at the Institute and learn 
about current science research, careers in the sciences, 
and the transition between high school and college.

*Donations received from September 2014 – January 2015

Supporting the Mission

Elisabeth	French
Mike	and	Diane	Gaertner

Ric	and	Roberta	Gendernalik
Janice	Gerhart

Brandon	and	Tiffany	Greenfield
Douglas	and	Elizabeth	Hart
Doug	and	Jan	Hartough
Larry	and	Noel	Hayward
Tom	and	Bonnie	Hildreth
Dale	and	Diane	Hoekstra

Mark Jenness
Brad and Karin Johnson

Ken and Alice Jones
Michael	and	Frances	Jones

Martin and Cheryl Kane
Jeffrey A. Keessen

Fred	and	Jeanette	Kogge
Tim and Cindy Larsen

Stephen	and	Kay	Loftus
Don	and	Nancy	Lubbers

Nelson	Lumm
Bill and Mary Ann Menck

Shaily	Menon
Bill and Laurie Miller

Robert	and	Sandy	Mobley
W.L.	Joe	and	Shari	Pierce

William	Powaser	and	Julie	Jackson
Kenneth	and	Evelyn	Rensch

Carl	Schoessel
Steve	and	Michelle	Skedgell

Ken	and	Susan	Smith
Hilary	Snell

Daniel	and	Dora	Stanton
Jack	and	Sue	Steeby
Phillip	and	Susan	Stott

Doyle Tankersley

Randy	and	Brenda	Teegardin
Ruth	Tenbroek	and	Mark	Atma	

Jim and Barbara Toburen
Russ	and	Linda	Trongo

Steve	and	Sharon	Van	Loon
Barbara	and	Joel	VanDyken

Wesley	Von	Seggern
Don Weaver
Shirley	Wietnik

Gordon	and	Carolyn	Worth

Companies:
Bright	Start	Pediatrics

Coleman	Agency	of	Hastings
Gun	Lake	Casino
Hastings	City	Bank

Hastings	Internal	Medicine
Southside	Pediatrics
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ScienceStrong Professional Development
Friday, April 24  9 am – Noon 
Chippewa	Nature	Center	Director	of	Education	Rachel	Larimore	is	
coming to the Institute to provide a professional development session 
for early childhood educators. In this workshop, Larimore, a leader in 
the	nature-based	preschool	and	forest	kindergarten	movement	in	the	
United	States	and	author	of	Establishing a Nature-Based Preschool, will 
focus	on	the	need	for	and	the	benefits	of	outdoor	play.	The	three	hours	
will	absolutely	fly	by,	and	participants	will	go	home	with	lots	of	ideas	
and information, including presentation handouts, a list of resources 
for	finding	materials,	a	list	of	favorite	books,	and	a	song	book.

FREE through ScienceStrong funding

For more information on ScienceStrong, visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call Michelle Skedgell at (269) 721-4470.



Sunday Brunch and Program 
Schedule
Brunch programs are free. You do not 
need to attend brunch to enjoy a program.
Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm  
Program at 12:15 pm

March Brunch Cost:
Member Adults $14; Children $7
Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8
(Plus	6%	sales	tax.	Children	ages	4-10)

Easter and Mother’s Day Brunch Cost:
Member Adults $16; Children $8
Non-Member Adults $18; Children $9
(Plus	6%	sales	tax.	Children	ages	4	–10

March Brunch and Program
The Black Hawk War
Sunday, March 8   12:15 – 1 pm
The	Black	Hawk	War,	a	brief	but	significant	
conflict,	paved	the	way	for	European	
settlement of the upper Midwest and 
the	removal	of	Native	Americans	from	
their	land.	John	Gorentz,	local	amateur	
historian, will share how Michigan 
residents	participated	in	this	conflict.	

Easter Brunch and Program
Wildlife Rehabilitation
Sunday, April 5  12:15 – 1 pm
Dawn Koning, a local, licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator, has been helping injured and 
orphaned	wild	animals	for	over	47	years.	
Koning will share stories and photos from 
her wildlife rehabilitation experiences. 
According to her, audience members 
can expect to “laugh, cry, and walk away 
knowing more about wild animals and 
how to care for them.”

Mother’s Day Brunch and Program 
All Season Native Flower Gardening
Sunday, May 10   12:15 – 1 pm
Vern	Stephens,	owner	of	Designs	by	
Nature,	will	talk	about	how	to	extend	a	
flower	garden’s	blooming	season	from	
spring	through	fall.	Incorporating	flowers	
that bloom during different seasons 
ensures a garden always has color. 
Stephens	will	specifically	discuss	how	
these	flowers	will	be	used	by	butterflies,	
moths, bees, and birds in a residential 
setting.	Designs	by	Nature	will	also	have	
native	plants	for	sale	from	11	am	–	2:30	
pm	(see	page	11	for	more	details).

Calendar of Events
March Brunch and Program   
Sunday, March 8  Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm Program at 12:15 pm
Member Adults $14; Children $7  |  Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10)

Photographer Diane Huhn Artist Reception and Exhibit 
Exhibit: March through May    Monday – Friday 9 am – 5 pm
Reception: Sunday, March 8   Noon – 2 pm   

Beekeeping 101
Saturday, March 14  9 am – 3:30 pm
Members $70  |  Non-Members $80  |  Additional immediate family members $40 
 (Lunch included)

Macroinvertebrate Program
Saturday, March 28 9 am – 3 pm  Cost $5

Introduction to Fruit Trees 
Saturday, March 28 9 am – Noon  Members $30  |  Non-Members $37

Tree Care Workshop
Saturday, March 28 1 – 3 pm  Members $12  |  Non-Members $16

Easter Brunch and Program
Sunday, April 5  Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm Program at 12:15 pm
Member Adults $16; Children $8  |  Non-Member Adults $18; Children $9
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10)

Trees for Life
Saturday, April 11 Noon – 3 pm  FREE

Volunteer Work Days
Friday, April 17 and 24 Friday, May 1, 8, 15, and 22   9 am – Noon 

Restoring Biodiversity at Home: Why Your Garden Matters
Saturday, April 18 11:30 am – 2 pm Tickets $40 (Lunch included)

ScienceStrong Professional Development 
Friday, April 24  9 am – Noon  FREE

Photo	by	Diane	Huhn



March Brunch and Program 
Sunday, March 8
See	page	9	for	more	information

Photographer Diane Huhn 
Artist Reception  
Sunday, March 8  Noon - 2 pm
See	back	page	for	more	information

Beekeeping 101
Saturday, March 14  9 am – 3:30 pm
Learn the basics of beekeeping with 
Don	Snoeyink	of	Thornapple	Woodlands.	
Participants	will	learn	about	proper	
equipment, starting and maintaining a 
healthy hive, and harvesting honey. The 
workshop includes the book Starting Right 
with Bees. Deadline for registration is 
Wednesday,	March	11.	Lunch	is	included.
Members $70 | Non-Members $80  
Additional	immediate	family	members	$40	

Macroinvertebrate Program
Saturday, March 28 9 am – 3 pm
Start	the	day	with	aquatic	ecologist	Dr.	
Steven	Kohler	(Western	Michigan	University)	
and	entomology	student	Denny	Stelzer,	
who will talk about the background, 
sampling	techniques,	and	identification	
of macroinvertebrates in local waterways. 
In the afternoon, participants will join 
the	Institute,	Southwest	Michigan	Land	
Conservancy,	and	Kalamazoo	Nature	
Center staff to sample several bodies of 
water on Institute property. Back in the 
lab,	participants	will	use	identification	
guides,	microscopes,	and	on-hand	experts	
to analyze aquatic macroinvertebrate 
populations to assess water quality. 

Participants	must	register	through	
the	Stewardship	Network	at	http://
stewardshipnetwork.net/southwest-corner-
cluster-events	Please	bring	a	sack	lunch.
Cost $5

Introduction to Fruit Trees 
Saturday, March 28 9 am – Noon
Apples, pears, and peaches are all 
nutritious resources of West Michigan’s 
local bounty that can be easily incorporated 
into	your	yard.	Join	Bill	Shane	of	MSU	
Extension as he covers the basics of fruit 
trees, including siting, variety selection, 
pest	control,	and	pruning.	Participants	will	
receive handouts. Deadline for registration 
is	March	25.
Members $30  |  Non-Members $37

Calendar of Events
Environmental Leaders Series with Dr. Elena Litchman
Friday, April 24  7 – 8:30 pm   Members FREE  l  Non-Members  $5

Family Herp Hike 
Saturday, April 25 1 – 3 pm 
Members FREE  |  Non-Member Adults $6   |   Non-Member Children $3

Spring Wildflower Hikes
Saturday, May 2  9 – 11 am and 11 am – 1 pm
Members $3  |  Non-Members $6

Bird House Workshop 
Saturday, May 9  10 – 11:30 am
Members $15  |  Non-Members $20  |  Additional bird houses $15

Mother’s Day Brunch and Program 
Sunday, May 10  Brunch seatings 11:30 am and 1 pm Program at 12:15 pm
Member Adults $16; Children $8  |  Non-Member Adults $18; Children $9
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4-10)

Native Plant Sale
Sunday, May 10   11 am – 2:30 pm

Spring Bird Hike
Saturday, May 16 8 – 10:30 am  
Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6   |   Non-Member Children $3

Nature Scavenger Hike
Saturday, May 16 1 – 3:30 pm  Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6

Herbal Tea Workshop 
Thursday, May 21 7 – 9 pm  Members $19  |  Non-Members $22

Herpetology Short Course
Thursday, May 28 8:30 am – 5 pm and 8 – 10 pm
Friday, May 29  8 am – 4:30 pm
Members $125  |  Non-Members  $135  Includes two breakfasts and two lunches
Institute housing is available for an additional $50 per night.

Permaculture Design Certificate Course 
Saturday, May 30 – Saturday, June 6  8 am – Evening 
Lodging at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute: Members $1,345  |  Non-Members $1,375 
Without lodging: Members $1,145  |  Non-Members $1,175

Photo	by	Ryan	Webb



Tree Care Workshop
Saturday, March 28 1 – 3 pm
 

Barry	Conservation	District	Forester	Shawn	
Kelly will help homeowners with ornamental 
and	woodlot	tree	care	basics,	specifically	
disease	identification	and	prevention	and	
pruning	methods.	Participants	will	receive	
handouts.	Pre-registration	is	required.
Members $12  |  Non-Members $16

Easter Brunch and Program
Sunday, April 5
See	page	9	for	more	information

Trees for Life
Saturday, April 11  Noon – 3 pm
The	Institute	partners	with	Pennock	
Hospital	twice	a	year	to	celebrate	newborns	
with	the	gift	of	a	live	oak	sapling.	Families	
with	babies	born	at	Pennock	since	the	fall	
of	2014	are	invited	to	pick	up	a	free	sapling	
at the Institute. While supplies last, saplings 
can also be picked up the following week 
Monday	–	Friday	from	9	am	–	5	pm.
FREE

Volunteer Work Days
Friday, April 17 and 24
Friday, May 1, 8, 15, and 22  9 am – Noon 
Help	the	stewardship	department	meet	
its goal of removing over a ton of garlic 
mustard	from	Institute	property.	Volunteers	
are encouraged to wear long pants, long 
sleeves, and sturdy shoes. Water, work 
gloves, and good company will be provided! 
Meet fellow “Weed Warriors” in the lobby of 
the	Visitor	Center.

Restoring Biodiversity at Home: 
Why Your Garden Matters
Saturday, April 18               11:30 am – 2 pm 
See	page	3	for	more	information 

ScienceStrong Professional 
Development 
Friday, April 24  9 am – Noon
See	page	8	for	more	information

Environmental Leaders Series 
with Dr. Elena Litchman
Friday, April 24  7 – 8:30 pm 
See	page	6	for	more	information

Family Herp Hike 
Saturday, April 25  1 – 3 pm
Herps	is	a	short	name	for	reptiles	and	
amphibians. During this outdoor exploration, 
participants will look for and learn about the 
salamanders, snakes, and frogs that call 
the Institute home. Come dressed for the 
weather; rubber or waterproof boots are a 
plus. 
Members FREE
Non-Member Adults $6 | Non-Member Children $3

Spring Wildflower Hikes
Saturday, May 2  9 – 11 am and 
   11 am – 1 pm
Enjoy spring with the annual trip to the Little 
Grand	Canyon	and	see	the	wildflowers	in	
bloom.	This	1.5	mile	hike	will	travel	down	
into	the	60	ft.	deep	glacial	ravine	populated	
with trillium, spring beauty, and many other 
spring	wildflowers.	The	trail	can	be	rugged	
and steep in locations. 
Members $3 | Non-Members $6

Bird House Workshop 
Saturday, May 9  10 – 11:30 am
Birds will be looking for places to nest this 
spring, so create a dry, functional home for 
them	during	this	fun	workshop.	Participants	
will assemble a simple red cedar birdhouse, 
ideal for bluebirds, chickadees, or other 
small	cavity	nesting	birds.	Pre-registration	
and payment is required. Makes a great 
Mother’s Day gift!
Members $15  |  Non-Members $20
Additional bird houses $15

Mother’s Day Brunch and Program 
Sunday, May 10
See	page	9	for	more	information

Native Plant Sale
Sunday, May 10   11 am – 2:30 pm
This sale features native Michigan genotype 
plants	that	provide	many	benefits	to	the	
landscape.	Visit	cedarcreekinstitute.org 
after	April	1	to	view	a	complete	list	of	plants	
available.	Pre-sale	orders	can	be	made	on	
or before Thursday, May 7 by calling 
(269)	721-4190.	Since	availability	of	plants	
the day of the sale cannot be guaranteed, 
preordering is encouraged.

Spring Bird Hike
Saturday, May 16  8 – 10:30 am
By	mid-May	most	migrating	birds	have	
returned	and	are	in	song.	Take	a	2.5	mile	
hike through varied terrain and learn to 
identify birds by their song and by sight. 
Participants	are	encouraged	to	bring	
binoculars	and	field	guides,	though	some	
will be available at the Institute.
Members FREE  |  Non-Members $6

Nature Scavenger Hike
Saturday, May 16  1 – 3:30 pm
This is a hike designed for the families of 
Hastings	Middle	School	students	to	help	
with their nature scavenger hunt, but 
everyone	is	welcome.	Participants	will	hike	
about two miles, looking, listening, smelling, 
and even tasting their way through the 
forests,	fields,	and	wetlands	of	the	Institute.
Members FREE
Non-Members $6  |  Non-Member Children $3

Herbal Tea Workshop 
Thursday, May 21  7 – 9 pm
Local herbalist Christin Othmer will help 
participants learn how to make their own 
herbal teas. The program will begin with a 
short outdoor hike to identify some common 
herbs.	Participants	will	then	prepare	some	
tea	blends	to	take	home.	Pre-payment	is	
required.

Members $19  |  Non-Members $22

Herpetology Short Course
Thursday, May 28  8:30 am – 5 pm 
   8 – 10 pm
Friday, May 29  8 am – 4:30 pm
See	page	6	for	more	information

Permaculture Design Certificate 
Course 
Saturday, May 30 through Saturday, June 6

See	page	5	for	more	information

Look for the symbol
In celebration of Earth Day 
on April 22, the Institute 
is hosting several events 
during Earth Week. As an environmental 
education center, the Institute is devoted to 
bringing quality programs to West Michigan.

Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
Pre-payment may be required for some events.

Calendar of Events
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Homecoming: Rediscovering the Majesty of Michigan
Diane	Huhn	spent	her	childhood	split	between	Grand	Ledge,	Michigan,	and	St.	
Petersburg,	Florida,	giving	her	a	unique	appreciation	for	the	outdoors.	Moving	to	
Terrebonne	Parish,	Louisiana,	in	2008	brought	that	appreciation	to	a	new	level.	
While coastal Louisiana has high rates of unnatural land loss, it is also home to 
amazing	natural	surroundings.	Huhn	hopes	her	photographs	of	the	small	bayou	
fishing	community	of	Chauvin	capture	its	beauty	and	serve	to	inspire	people	to	
work together to ensure the survival of this American treasure. 

Since	leaving	Louisiana	in	2013	to	be	closer	to	her	family	in	Michigan,	Huhn	has	
enjoyed rediscovering the place she calls home through the lens of her camera. 
Huhn	received	the	People’s	
Choice	award	at	the	2011	
Grand	Isle	Juried	Art	
Exhibition	and	an	Honorable	
Mention	at	the	28th	Annual	
West	Michigan	Regional	

Art	Competition	and	was	recently	featured	at	the	Multi-Media	Museum–Moscow	
House	of	Photography	as	part	of	New	Orleans	in	Photographs.	Her	photographs	
have also been featured in numerous publications and video productions, including 
documentary exhibitions.

Visit	Huhn’s	photography	exhibit	in	the	Institute’s	Visitor	Center	March	through	May	
2015.	Meet	the	artist	between	Noon	and	2	pm,	Sunday,	March	8	at	her	Artist’s	
Reception.	Admission	is	free.	

Dune	grass	along	Sturgeon	Bay	at	Wilderness	State	Park	in	
northern Michigan

Pitcher	Plant	flower	at	Saul	Lake	Bog	in	Rockford,	Michigan

Art Exhibit
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