
One of the greatest challenges facing the world today is sustainability—of 
working with, instead of against, nature. The natural world is a closed-loop 
system and uses all “waste” produced; one organism’s waste is utilized by 
another organism. Humans must learn to close the loop in day-to-day living 
and business. Sustainability is a way of thinking when addressing the flow of 
resources and the leaking of value into landfills, the air, and our watersheds. 
From a business and environmental bottom-line perspective, waste is 
inefficient and detrimental. Learn more about what you can do to support a 
more sustainable environment by attending Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s 2014 
Sustainability Conference, Land Management Workshop, or Aquaponics and 
Permaculture Courses. Then make sure to check out all the “green” events 
during Earth Day week. 

 2014 Sustainability Conference 

 Small-Scale Aquaponics 

 Permaculture Design Course 

 Celebrate Earth Week at the Institute 

Small-Scale Aquaponics Workshop  
Saturday, April 5, 2014 
See page 4 for more information 
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Sustainability is a frequently used word but 
can mean very different things to different 
individuals. The flexibility in definition and 
usage can be problematic, but it also allows 
people to talk about environmental and 
economic issues with a broadly similar goal. 
Best described as activities that don’t 
diminish a resource over the long term, 
sustainability can be used by communities, 
businesses, universities, or other 
organizations to help evaluate practices and 
set forth goals. The commitment to 
sustainability requires continued evaluation 
and exploration to understand 
environmental impacts and work to reduce 
them. Individual households can also work 
towards sustainability. While sustainability is 
less commonly used to describe domestic 
applications, individuals and households can 
take steps to make more sustainable choices 
with their housing, energy usage, 
transportation, and lifestyle decisions.  
 

One particular lens through which an 
individual or a household can improve 
sustainability is the concept of 
permaculture. Permaculture combines the 
words “permanent” and “agriculture.” The 
basic tenets of permaculture can be 
summed up as caring for the earth, caring 
for people, and returning the surplus 
(Mollison 1988). Permaculture can operate 
on a variety of scales, from commercial 
farms to individual homesites. It looks to the 
natural world for inspiration in design, 
integrating food and other natural resources 
for humans into a complex landscape. While 
originally focused around food production, 
the concepts of permaculture have evolved 
to include energy production and usage, 
housing, and human social interactions.  
 

At a household level, permaculture 
encourages the integration of a variety of 
food sources into the landscape. This 
includes large fruit and nut trees or smaller 
shrubs or bushes. The plantings are 
integrated with gardens that produce 
vegetables or fruits. Animals consume a 
variety of plant material and produce 
additional food and manure for gardens. 
Waste is recycled through composting. 
Houses with more land area or farms may be 
able to produce some of the energy needed 
onsite for heating through small woodlots or 
coppicing (cutting off the tree top) of fast 
growing trees in a hedgerow. Water is 
conserved through collection structures 

such as rain barrels or cisterns, or through 
the landscape by rain gardens, berms, or 
swales. Where allowed, permaculture 
reuses and recycles gray water back into 
the landscape.  
 

One higher level of permaculture activity is 
the incorporation of aquaculture and 
hydroponic systems into food production. 
Even better, these can be combined into a 
system called aquaponics. This system 
cycles water from a small fish tank through 
a hydroponic system. The wastes from the 
fish help to feed the plants, and the water 
is aerated and cleansed for the fish by the 
plants. Both benefit from the relationship, 
and humans benefit from the consumption 
of the fish and plants.  
 

Fish-grown tomatoes  in a small aquaponics 
system, midwestpermaculture.org 

Large aquaponics system built by instructor 
Joshua Schultz, see Aquaponics Workshop page 4 



More often than not, the concept of 
sustainability is used in the context of 
businesses and organizations. The “triple 
bottom line” is one sustainability concept 
used by businesses. The triple bottom 
line refers to businesses not only 
pursuing economic gains, but also 
considering social and environmental 
costs and benefits as part of their 
planning and evaluation. In part, the goal 
of the triple bottom line is to support and 
protect the communities and resources  
they depend on for business. Ultimately, 
many companies hope that by taking 
these external factors into account, they 
will increase business. Beyond individual 
businesses, whole communities can look 
into sustainability. A local community 
that has made sustainability a priority is 
Grand Rapids. The city has a 
sustainability coordinator who works to 
integrate the efforts of the city. As a 
result of making sustainability a 
community priority, the city has 
increased its recycling rate, decreased its 
solid waste, reduced energy usage on city 
properties, reduced water runoff, and has 
worked to increase sustainable-minded 
businesses in the local community. The 
city follows the triple bottom line 
approach, with a goal of lowering 
environmental impacts, creating stronger 
social systems, and maintaining a viable 
economic system. 
 

More and more people are concerned 
about the sustainability of their lifestyles 
and of human existence. To learn more 
about the issue of sustainability, attend 
the 2014 Sustainability Conference (see 
page 4 for more information). 
 

 

Mollison, Bill (1988). Permaculture: A 
Designers' Manual. Tagari Publications. 
p. 2. ISBN 0-908228-01-5. 

This is an intensive week-long course that will provide participants with the skills and 
experience necessary to develop and create a permaculture landscape on their property. 
It includes the application of permaculture principles to food production, home design 
and construction, energy conservation and generation, and explores the social and 
economic structures that support a culture that cares for the planet and all its 
inhabitants. Participants who complete the full curriculum earn a Permaculture Design 
Certificate. The course requires study prior to the beginning of class and will be led by 
Bill Wilson of Midwest Permaculture, with additional support from local permaculture 
practitioners. Information on Midwest Permaculture can be found at 
midwestpermaculture.com. Additional information on the course can be found at 
cedarcreekinstitute.org.  
 

All meals are included. Lodging is available at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. Off-site 
camping may be available. A $250 deposit is due at the time of registration with balance 
due on April 7. Registration deadline for the Permaculture Course is April 7. If cancelling 
after April 7, participants will receive a refund of payments made minus $365.  
 

Students at Midwest Permaculture mixing sand, 
clay, and straw to make cob 

Becky Wilson of Midwest Permaculture with 
her peach tree harvest 

Permaculture plant grouping with peach tree, 
currants, comfrey, mint, and strawberry 

Bill Wilson of Midwest Permaculture (far left)  
looks on as students learn to use the A-frame to  
find contours 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-908228-01-5
http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org


Beginning with a presentation on renewable energy in Michigan and ending with a discussion on 
community, this year’s conference will engage and inform participants on a variety of topics related 
to sustainability. The opening keynote 
presentation will be from Douglas Jester, 
who is a principle with 5 Lakes Energy, 
an energy consulting firm. Jester will be 
talking about “Renewable Energy in 
Michigan’s Near Future.” Michigan is 
near the end of its renewable energy 
mandate, where 10% of the state’s 
electricity is to come from renewable 
sources. The state’s energy companies 
are on target to meet that goal. Jester 
will be talking about what happens after 
we meet that goal, whether or not 
Michigan will continue to expand its 
renewable energy production, and what 
factors will drive our energy sources. The 
final session will be by Tony Kaufman, 
who has lived as a part of the Lake 
Village Homestead for the past 20 years. 
His talk, “There is no experiment other 
than the real situation: The Lake Village 
Homestead Farm 42 years later,” will 
discuss what it means to be a part of a 
community and how communities can 
provide for their food and other needs. 
 

Additional information on sessions, as well as speaker information, are available at cedarcreekinstitute.org. Includes lunch 
 

Lodging is also available. For more information, or to register, go to cedarcreekinstitute.org  

 

From modified aquariums to purpose-built systems, this workshop will 
provide participants with the knowledge to build a small-scale aquaponics 
system. This one-day workshop will cover the basics of what aquaponics is, 
why it works, and how you can grow your own salad greens year round with 
no pesticides, herbicides, or artificial fertilizers. Learn about nutrient film 
technique (NFT), deep water and media bed hydroponic systems, as well as 
biofilters, clarifying tanks, bell siphons, aeration systems, and more. 
Instructor Joshua Shultz has five years of experience building and operating 
many different size systems for personal, educational, and commercial 
lettuce and herb production. The workshop includes a hands-on tutorial 
assembling a desktop, all-in-one system built from locally-available 
materials and will provide information on how to develop a system to meet 
needs and interests. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required. 
Deadline for registration is March 28. Includes lunch. 
 

Large aquaponics system that instructor Joshua Shultz built and 
will discuss as a portion of his workshop presentation 

Breakout Sessions: 
 

 Permaculture: Resilience and 
Abundance, Joshua Shultz, 
Proprietor, Cedar Creek Permaculture Farm 

 

 Attracting Butterflies with Native Plants, Ilse Gebhard, Conservation Specialist 
with Monarch Watch 

 

 Anaerobic Digestion – An Untapped Renewable Energy Resource, Steve Pugsley, 
Midwest Renewable Energy 

 

 Exploring Wood Gasification as a Renewable Energy Source, Brian Shultz, Fair 
Lake Farm 

 

 The Journey to Zero Waste at Aquinas College: Creating Transformational 
Change, Jessica Eimer, Director of Sustainability at Aquinas College 

 

 Backyard Storm Water Control – Fun Landscaping Projects You Can Do to Help 
Mitigate a Big Problem, Michael Bruggink, Fen View Designs 

 

 Weaning the U.S. off Oil, John Richter, Institute for Sustainable Energy Education 
 

 Michigan Net Zero Energy Passive House, Christine Snyder, Certified Passive 
House Consultant, Licensed Architect and Builder 

 

 Advocating for Water Quality in SW Michigan, Robert Whitesides 

Sustainability  
Conference 2014 

http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org


Donors and volunteers are vitally important to the Institute’s success. As a non-profit, 
the Institute depends on both to remain fiscally responsible and accomplish its mission. 
Larry and Noel Hayward are donors and volunteers who are truly making a difference.  
 

“Anyone who’s been to the Institute knows it’s a nice place with wonderful staff, but you 
can also see that it has a great Board that really cares and provides the leadership 
needed to keep it successful,” said Larry Hayward. “We volunteer when we can, help 
stuff envelopes or help greet at programs. It’s a great place to be, to meet new people, 
and we know our help and support are really making a difference.” 
 

“We’ve been involved with the Institute almost since the beginning, and believe in the 
mission to educate people about the environment—the importance of preserving and 
protecting it,” he said. “Noel and I have seen the programs grow, seen so many more 
activities offered, and more people being exposed to what the Institute offers over the 
years. It’s exciting to see!”   
 

Thank you Larry and Noel, and all the supporters who help make Pierce Cedar Creek 
Institute a wonderful, vibrant resource for Barry County and West Michigan. 

 

Many people enjoy seeing wildlife, and 
there are many opportunities to increase 
the likelihood of having native creatures 
inhabit a desired area. Each animal has 
basic requirements to survive: food, water, 
shelter, and space for carrying out its life 
cycle (e.g., breeding territories).  
 

The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources has listed 119 animals as 
threatened or endangered and another 156 
as species of special concern, all in need of 
protection. If a landowner wants to favor 
one (or several) of these animals, he or she 
must learn habitat requirements and 
manage land accordingly. This may mean 
just providing nest boxes or bird feeders, 
but it could involve more intensive actions, 
such as planting a prairie.  
 

Some birds, like cerulean warblers and 
scarlet tanagers, prefer large blocks of 
mature forest. Managing for one species 

will benefit others who use similar habitat 
but may not directly benefit those who 
depend on a different plant community. As 
an example, Jason Oosterhouse, Amber 
VanderGeld, and Dr. Robert Keys from 
Cornerstone University found that 
vegetative structure (tall trees, shrubs, 
grasses, etc.) influenced the choice of 
nesting habitat by songbirds at the 
Institute. 
 

There are a number of conservation 
organizations that support habitat 
restoration. National Audubon Society, 
National Wildlife Federation, the Nature 
Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, Quality 
Deer Management Association, National 
Turkey Federation, Pheasants Forever, and 

 

In this two-part workshop series, participants will: 

 Develop a land management plan specific to their property. 

 Identify goals and objectives for their site and discover the steps required to achieve 
those objectives. 

 Examine stewardship practices for several plant communities (forests, prairie, 
wetlands, and agricultural land). 

 Discuss techniques to attract/control wildlife (e.g., songbirds and white-tailed deer). 

 Learn how to manage invasive species (e.g., emerald ash borer and autumn olive). 
 

All landowners, land stewards of camps and natural areas, and public officials involved in 
land planning are encouraged to attend. 
 

(Cost includes material fees and basic maps; optional mapping services will be available 
for an extra fee.) Refreshments will be served. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute volunteers, Noel and 
Larry Hayward  

others can provide information on how to 
help the animal on which they focus. State 
agencies, particularly the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, are 
great sources of information. See their 
publication: Managing Michigan's Wildlife: a 
landowner's guide for detailed information 
on providing beneficial habitat at 
michigandnr.com/publications/pdfs/
huntingwildlifehabitat/Landowners_Guide/
index.htm. 
 

For more detailed information, attend the 
Institute’s Land Management Planning 
Workshop. 
 

 

http://www.michigandnr.com/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/Landowners_Guide/index.htm
http://www.michigandnr.com/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/Landowners_Guide/index.htm
http://www.michigandnr.com/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/Landowners_Guide/index.htm


In the springtime, it is not uncommon for 
people to encounter young animals 
(particularly juvenile birds and fawns) that 
appear to be abandoned by their parents.  
The Institute frequently receives phone 
calls asking how a well-intentioned person 
should rescue these animals.  In the vast 
majority of cases, these animals are not 
actually orphans and should not be 
rescued at all.  In fact, most human-animal 
encounters can be quite detrimental to the 
wildlife concerned. 

While young animals may appear to be 
orphaned, in most cases they are still 
under the watchful eye of their parent(s).  
Some species, particularly mammals, leave 
their offspring alone temporarily because it 
is the best way they can protect their 
offspring while they forage close by for 
food.  For example, deer and rabbits spend 
much of the day away from their well-
camouflaged (and in the case of deer, 
scentless) offspring to minimize the 
chance of predators finding them.   
 

The Institute is fortunate to have more than 
100 acres of prairie fen habitat, a relatively 
rare type of wetland. The Michigan Natural 
Features Inventory documents only 2,000 
acres in the state, primarily in the southwest 
corner. Prairie fens develop in areas with 
springs where groundwater comes up to the 
surface. Because the water passes through 
calcium-rich deposits of till and outwash, the 
pH of the water is usually neutral or alkaline. 
In addition to some of the more common 
plants (e.g. sedges, tamaracks, and various 
asters and goldenrods) found in fens, the 
combination of hydrology and mineralogy 
make fens home to a special set of well-
adapted plants such as pitcher plants, 
sundews, and bladderworts .  

Prairie fens are home to endangered species 
such as the eastern box turtle and red-legged 
spittlebug, as well as swamp metalmark and 
Mitchell’s satyr butterflies.  
 

Fens are often found with aquatic areas on 
one side and wooded wetlands, such as a 
tamarack swamp, on the other border. These 
ecosystems depend on fire to exclude woody 
vegetation, so they tend to be invaded by 
shrubs and trees if allowed to go through 
natural succession. The Institute burns its 
fens (when conditions allow), but persistent 
shrubs can be controlled by cutting and 
treating the stump with an herbicide.  
 

One needs to be alert to a few hazards in fens 
including poison sumac, the eastern 
massasauga rattlesnake (which is quite 
reclusive), and floating vegetation which may 
not support a person’s weight. 
 

An animal is truly orphaned only when 
the parents have abandoned it. To 
determine if young wildlife is truly 
abandoned, check the animal periodically 
for 24-48 hours to see if the parents are 
still around.  Be sure to keep your 
distance and make sure to keep cats and 
dogs away from the area inhabited by the 
young animal.   
 

Once you have determined that the 
animal is truly an orphan, or if the animal 
seems to have sustained a serious injury, 
call a local, licensed wildlife rehabilitator.  
Barry County is fortunate to have Dawn 
Koning of Wildlife Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Foundation who has been 
taking in injured and abandoned wildlife 
for decades. Koning can be contacted at 
(269) 945-3994.   
 

Please remember that a young animal’s 
best chance for survival is to be raised 
by its natural mother.  It is important to 
make every effort to return the young to 
its mother.  Furthermore, it is illegal to 
possess most wildlife without the 
required state and federal permits.  
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute does not 
have the resources or licensing necessary 
to properly rehabilitate wild animals. 
Please visit our website 
cedarcreekinstitute.org/wildlife%
20rehab.pdf for a list of licensed wildlife 
rehabilitators, as well as additional tips 
on what to do if you encounter orphaned 
or injured wildlife. 
 

 

 

While participating in field and classroom activities, students will learn to identify 
wetlands using hydrology, soil type, and vegetation. Students will also learn about 
wetland ecology and government regulations pertaining to wetlands. 
 

Registration includes  The Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland 
Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region. Lodging is available for an 
additional fee. For more information call (269) 721-4190 or email 
info@cedarcreekinstitute.org 

Eastern box turtle 

Well-camouflaged fawn 

mailto:info@cedarcreekinstitute.org


 

On December 1, 2013, several acres of 
former hedgerows were disked and 
planted with nine species of native prairie 
grasses and 42 species of native 
wildflowers. The hedgerows were 
removed in the summer because they 
created corridors for predators of ground 
nesting birds. They also fragmented the 
current prairie ecosystems, making the 
prairies too small to serve as a breeding 
site for Michigan’s most rare grassland 
birds.  One of the most rare and vulnerable 
grassland bird species is the Henslow’s 
sparrow. This species, while routinely sited 
on the property, is not yet known to nest 
at the Institute.  
 

The diverse plant species selected for this 
planting will be especially attractive to 
native pollinators and various songbirds as 
well as ground nesting birds, mammals, 
and reptiles.  Visitors should not expect to 
see the colorful blooms of these 
wildflowers this growing season since the 
seeds will be investing their energy into 
germinating and growing extensive root 
systems.  However, within the next three-
to-five years, the area of the former 
hedgerows should come alive with color, 
fragrance, and the lively activity of birds, 
bees, and butterflies! 
 

This restoration project was made possible 
by the financial and logistical support 
provided by Michigan DNR Landowner 
Incentive Program Biologist Ken Kesson, 
and the expertise of Rob Baker of Baker 
Excavating and Keith Kluting of Black 
River Habitats.   

While the grassland restoration project plants will take 
time to mature from seed, the native prairie plugs 
planted on the Visitor Center berm as part of the Grow 
Native! project, will be ready to bloom this spring and 
summer!  Fifty species of native wildflowers, grasses, 
and even a few native cacti were planted into the berm 
by staff and volunteers this past September.  These 
plants, purchased with funds collected by generous 
donors, were planted as plugs.  These plugs were either 
purchased from, or donated by, Vern Stephens of 
Designs By Nature (a native plant producer located in 
Laingsburg, MI).  These one-to-two-year old plants 
were more mature, had already developed healthy root 
systems, and are now ready to invest their energy into 
creating flowers and seeds that will be readily available 
to local wildlife.   
 

Thanks to the generous donors and project partners for helping this long-term management 
goal come to fruition.  With donor support, we were able to upgrade a weedy hillside into a 
beautiful demonstration garden that will provide pollen, nectar, and seed for a variety of 
wildlife species at the Institute.  Every plant that blooms this spring and summer will serve 
as a reminder of the support we received from our generous project collaborators. 
 

 

This spring, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute welcomes the artistic works of local Hastings 
artist Joe Hull. 

 

Although starting out with airbrushing, stained glass, and 
many forms of mixed media, Joe soon realized that painting 
was his passion. He holds interest in a variety of subjects 
ranging from trains, nature, religion, and movies, to 
architecture. 
 

“Capturing these images  
of the natural world and 
the personalities that live 
within it is the most 
rewarding challenge.  
There is a sort of third eye 
that turns on when 

viewing nature from an artistic approach—trees, rocks, 
water, and animals are all individually unique, and to 
have the ability to bring them indoors and place them on canvas with water and oil truly 
puts a smile on my face,” said Hull. 
 

Joe Hull’s wildlife art will be on display and for sale in the Institute Visitor Center from 
March through the end of May. Meet Hull for an artists’ reception on Sunday, March 9 
from Noon – 2 pm. 

Henslow’s sparrow 

Wild blue lupine is one of the 50 
native species planted as part of the 
Grow Native! project 



Do you ever worry about the adverse effects household cleaners can 
have on your family and the environment?  Are you interested in living 
a simpler, healthier way of life?  If so, do not miss the Green Cleaning 
workshop presented by Jen Howell, stewardship manager.  During this 
informative program, learn the dangers and environmental impacts of 
common household cleaners.  Alternatively, learn how to use non-toxic 
ingredients to clean and disinfect your home.  Participants will have 
the opportunity to brush up on the chemistry learned in high school 
and will be taught the chemistry of stains. Learn how to remove stains 
such as coffee and grease using common, inexpensive household 
products such as baking soda and vinegar.   
 

During the hands-on portion of the workshop, participants will have the opportunity to make environmentally-
friendly laundry detergent, an all-purpose cleaner, and an herbal disinfectant to green clean after the 
workshop.  Take home many recipes to make additional green cleaning products ranging from dishwasher 
detergent to drain cleaners and flea shampoo for pets.   
 

Make an environmental difference locally and globally during the 44th annual celebration of Earth Day. Making the commitment to respect 
and take care of the environment becomes easier when a person decides to take ownership of his or her surroundings and community. We 
all need clean air to breath, clean water to drink, and a home safe from toxins. Every citizen must do his or her part to protect and improve 
living conditions for today and for generations to follow.  
 

This April, the Institute will offer several opportunities to learn more about our environment and to take action. The first of 11 Volunteer 
Work Days is April 18 to remove invasive plant species from Institute property. On April 23, a Green Cleaning class is offered to teach 
participants how to use non-toxic items, instead of harsh chemicals, to clean their homes. Then learn how the earth provides free 
nourishment with a Wild Foods Hike on April 26.  
 

Celebrate Earth Week, the coming of spring, and the bounty of the Earth this April by volunteering or learning more about environmental 
preservation and appreciation at the Institute. 

Join the Stewardship Department during the following Volunteer Work Days 
to remove garlic mustard from natural areas on the Institute's property: 
 

Volunteer Work Days Schedule 
9 am - Noon  
 

Friday, April 18 

Friday, April 25 

Saturday, April 26 

Friday, May 2 

Saturday, May 3 

Friday, May 9 

Saturday, May 10  

Friday, May 16 

Friday, May23 

Saturday, May 24  

Friday, May 30 
 

Volunteers are encouraged to wear long pants, long sleeves, and comfortable, 
sturdy shoes. Water, work gloves, and good company will be provided!  

Having covered both 
summer and fall wild 
foods previously, this 
hike will complete 
our growing season 
exploration of wild 
foods. Spring can be 
an excellent time to 
try some of the 
plants growing in the 
woods or even the 
backyard. Common 
types of food material found during this time include 
tender greens and shoots. During the 1.5 mile hike, 
participants will learn how to identify and safely prepare 
commonly found wild foods.   
 

Hike participant shows off her wild 
food  find from a 2013 hike 



All brunch programs are free, and you do not need 
to attend brunch to enjoy a program. 

 

Oil and gas drilling has received much attention 
over the past couple of years. Michigan Land Air 
Water Defense (MLAWD) has taken up the charge 
to protect Barry and Allegan counties from the 
effects of oil and gas drilling.  
 

The Thornapple Arts Council will host a kites and 
crafts table. Make a kite and fly it if weather 
permits. 
 

Local “Barn Lady” and author, Jan Corey Arnett, 
will be sharing her knowledge and passion for 
historic barns and other farm buildings. Author of 
American Barns, she will talk about barn 
architecture and local context, and her 
experience as an advocate and preservationist 
for these historic buildings.  
 

Many ornamental plants, while often beautiful, 
have the tendency to spill beyond garden 
boundaries and wreak havoc on natural areas.  
Fortunately, there are many attractive plant 
species native to Michigan that can offer the same 
desirable characteristics (color, fragrance, 
structure, etc.) while also behaving nicely and 
providing important habitat for native birds and 
pollinators.  Join Vern Stephens of Designs by 
Nature as he offers an extensive list of native 
wildflowers as alternatives to invasive wildflowers.  
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute will host Designs by 
Nature Native Plant Sale from 11 am – 2:30 pm. 

Land Management Planning Workshop 
Saturday, March 8 and 22  9 am – 1 pm 
Members $70 | Non-Members $90 | Includes materials and refreshments 
 

Sunday Brunch, Program, Kite Activities, and Artist Reception 
Sunday, March 9 
Seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm Program: 12:15 – 1 pm       Reception: Noon – 2 pm 
Member Adults $13; Children $6 | Non-Member Adults $15; Children $7 
Program, Kite Activities, and Artist Reception:  Free 
 

Pushing the Limits—Thunderstruck 
At the Hastings Public Library 
Thursday, March 13   Noon – 1 pm 
Free 
 

2014 Sustainability Conference 
Saturday, March 15  8:30 am – 4 pm 
See costs on page 4 
 

Gardening for Everyone 
Wednesday, March 19   6:30 – 8 pm 
Members $6 | Non-Members $8 
 

Small-Scale Aquaponics Workshop 
Saturday, April 5   10 am – 4 pm 
Members $40 | Non-Members $50  |  Includes lunch 
 

Trees for Life 
Saturday, April 12  Noon – 3 pm 
Free 
 

Pushing the Limits —Amy Leach, Book Reading 
At the Hastings Public Library 
Monday, April 14    6:30 – 8 pm 
Free 
 

Soups, Sauces, and Knife Skills 
Saturday, April 19  3 – 5 pm 
Members  $15 | Non-Members $18 
 

Easter Sunday Brunch and Program 
Sunday, April 20 
Seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm Program: 12:15 – 1 pm 
Member Adults $15; Children $7 | Non-Member Adults $17; Children $8 



See page 9 for more information. Artist Reception 
information is on page 7. 
 

See page 5 for more information. 
 

Beginning in February and continuing into the 
summer, participants will have the opportunity to 
read a book and join in a discussion focused on 
science led by an Institute staff member. March’s 
book is Thunderstruck by Erik Larson. This book 
examines the invention of radio. Please register 
with the Institute to guarantee sufficient program 
materials. 

 

See page 4 for more information. 
 

As wilderness diminishes and the human-
dominated landscape expands, creatures are left 
without a place to live.  Douglas Tallamy, an 
entomologist from the University of Delaware, 
reports, “Only five percent of the lower 48 states 
is even close to being in a pristine ecological 
state.” This suggests that the other 95% has been 
logged, tilled, paved, drained, grazed, or 
otherwise developed and/or compromised for 
human benefit. 
 

When planning a vegetable, herb, and perennial 
garden, we often focus on yield and beauty.  But, 
a landscape that is beautiful and productive for us 
might be a wasteland for microbes, insects, 
amphibians, and birds.  
 

Be sure to join Mike and Carol Klug as they share 
their extensive gardening experiences and how to 
create a peaceful co-existence between gardens 
and the wildlife which shares the same space as 
their crucial habitat. 

Green Cleaning Workshop 
Wednesday, April 23  6 – 8:30 pm 
$20 Members | $25 Non-Members 
 

Wild Foods Hike – Spring Edition! 
Saturday, April 26 1 – 3:30 pm 
Members Free | Non-Members $6  
 

Wildflower Hikes 
Saturday, May 3 9 – 11 am and 11 am – 1 pm 
Members $3 | Non-Members $6 
 

Permaculture Design Certificate Course  
Tuesday, May 6 – Tuesday, May 13  8 am – Evening 
See costs page 3  
 

Pushing the Limits – Land of the Painted Caves 
At Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
Thursday, May 8  Noon – 1 pm 
Free 
 

Morning Bird Hike 
Saturday, May 10 8 – 10:30 am 
Members Free | Non-Members $6  
 

Mother’s Day Brunch, Native Plant Sale, and Program 
Sunday, May 11 
Seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm Sale: 11 am – 2:30 pm     Program: 12:15 – 1 pm 
Member Adults $15; Children $7 | Non-Member Adults $17; Children $8 
Program and Plant Sale: Free 
 

Cutting Garden Program by Connie Hanson 
Wednesday, May 21  7 – 8:30 pm 
Members $20 | Non-Members $25 
 

Wetland Science Workshop 
Thursday, May 29, 10 am – 5 pm and Friday, May 30, 8 am – 3 pm 
See costs page 6 

To register, please call (269) 721-4190  
or visit cedarcreekinstitute.org 



Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information. 
Pre-payment may be required for some events. 

See page 4 for more information. 
 

The Institute partners with Pennock 
Hospital twice a year to celebrate 
newborns with the gift of a live oak 
sapling. Families with babies born since 
the Fall of 2013 are invited to pick up their 
free oak sapling on Saturday, April 12 from 
Noon – 3 pm. While supplies last, saplings 
can also be picked up the following week 
on Monday – Friday from 9 am – 5 pm. 

 

Award winning author Amy Leach will be 
reading passages of her recent book 
Things that Are at the Hastings Public 
Library. The book explores the intersection 
of science, religion, and nature from the 
microscopic to the cosmos through a 
series of essays. For more information 
about  Amy and to read sections of her 
book, go to milkweed.org/authors/amy-
leach. 

 

A superb sauce created to accompany 
food and enhance its flavors can turn a 
simple dish into a gourmet creation. Chef 
Richard Centala will teach fundamental 
techniques for creating classic sauces 
including the essential French “mother” 
sauces. Also learn how to handle a knife to 
reduce food preparation time and still 
maintain safety. 

See page 9 for more information. 
 

See page 8 for more information. 
 

See page 8 for more information. 
 

Spring is not complete without a 
wildflower hike. See the best of the 
Institute during the annual hike in  the 
Little Grand Canyon (a heavily vegetated 
glacial gorge). There will be two starting 
times, 9 am and 11 am. The hike can be 
strenuous and has steep terrain. Space is 
limited. 

  

See page 3 for more information. 
 

Read Land of the Painted Caves by Jean M. 
Auel and join in a discussion led by an 
Institute staff member. This novel is the 
last of Auel’s Earth Children series. It takes 
place in prehistoric Europe, focusing on 
the lives of the people that inhabit that ice
-age landscape. Please register with the 
Institute to guarantee sufficient program 
materials. 

Many bird species are best experienced on 
late spring mornings when they are at 
their most active and vocal. Learn more 
about the over 100 bird species that call 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute home. The 
hike will cover 1.5 miles of varied trails and 
habitats. Participants are encouraged to 
bring their own binoculars. Some 
binoculars will be available to borrow.  

 

See page 9 for more information. 

Plants featured in this sale are native to 
Michigan and provide many ecological 
benefits to the landscape.  Please visit 
cedarcreekinstitute.org after April 1 to view 
a complete list of plants available at the 
sale.  Pre-sale orders can be made on or 
before Thursday, May 8 by calling (269) 
721-4190.   
 

Have you seen those beautiful cut flower 
gardens in magazines? This class will 
provide many ideas for cut flowers, where 
to find plants and seeds, and how to 
design a cutting garden.  Each guest will 
receive four plants to get started! 

See page 6 for more information. 
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At the end of 2013, Dr. Hugh Brown stepped down as the Institute’s field station director. Hugh 
did an excellent job over the past three years building and developing the Institute’s research and 
education programs. He also played a key role in helping develop a strategic plan that will 
continue to guide the Institute’s environmental education and stewardship efforts far into the 
future.  A celebratory reception was held January 19 in Brown’s honor. It was an opportunity for 
the Institute’s college and university partners, board and staff members, and volunteers to thank 
Brown for his contributions. Hugh and his wife, Rebecca, who is a volunteer, will be staying in the 
area, and will no doubt be seen at the Institute from time to time assisting with various projects 
and efforts. 
 
With a seamless transition, Dr. Sara Parr Syswerda has 
taken over as the Institute’s new field station and 
education director. Syswerda comes to the Institute 
from Michigan State University’s Kellogg Biological Field 
Station as their K-12 Partnership Coordinator and Post-

Doctoral Researcher. She has an excellent background 
that has connected her with a number of the area school districts. Her research efforts focused 
on how students and teachers learn science.  She is very well qualified to move the Institute’s 
vision and mission forward, to become a leading force and vibrant center for environmental 
education and to promote research, appreciation, and preservation of the natural world.   

Dr. Hugh Brown  

Dr. Sara Parr Syswerda  


