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Overwhelming Community Support for Environmental Education at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute  

 

Hastings, MI—Tremendous support for environmental education programming was shown and felt at Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute’s annual fundraiser, “A Latesummer Night’s Green,” on Saturday, September 13. Nearly 200 

community members participated and the money raised exceeded the Institute’s goal for this year. Funds raised are 

used to support students and courses focused on environmental science. 

 “Pierce Cedar Creek Institute's annual fund raiser is one of my favorite events of the year,” said Battle Creek 

Outdoor Education Center Executive Director Amy Cherry. “It’s an elegant, well-run event that is great fun and 

supports environmental education right here in Barry County. The staff and volunteers certainly know what 

hospitality is all about.” 

The “Fund a Future” portion of the live auction was the most successful of the evening with a majority of people 

participating—nearly doubling last year’s donation. This five-minute auction allows numerous people to quickly 

donate a designated amount by simply holding up their bid number, whether it is $50 or $500. Fund a Future raised 

$8,250 this year which is the equivalent of funding one undergraduate researcher for the entire summer. 

“We are so thankful to all the people who came out to support us last Saturday night,” said Institute Executive 

Director Michelle Skedgell. “The support was tremendous and greatly appreciated. Everyone had a wonderful time 

with great food, conversation, and fun bidding on quality donated items. Students from pre-school through college, 

along with the community, will benefit from the field trips, classes, workshops, and research opportunities made 

possible by the success of this year’s fund- and friend-raiser.” 

Celebrity auctioneers were another successful addition to this year’s event. Former State Senator Patty Birkholz and 

current State Representative Mike Callton graciously donated their time to the cause. WOOD TV8 Chief 

Meteorologist Bill Steffen auctioned off a tour of the television studio. Barry County District Court Judge Mike 

Schipper donated a court gavel made by his late father and the highest bidder intends to send it to their daughter 

who recently became a judge in the Chicago area. J-Ad Vice President Fred Jacobs raised a remarkable amount for a 

beautiful photograph of the Barry County Courthouse after jokingly peeling off a Hastings Reminder cover 

photograph. 

“It was great fun with lots of great food and it gave me a chance to see so many supporters of Pierce Cedar Creek,” 

said Jacobs. “It was fun to take part in the celebrity auction, especially with so many political personalities and to 

add to the list of donations to such a good cause. For those who were thinking of coming - I hope they put the event 

on the top of their list of things to do in 2015.” 
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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is a non-profit environmental education center in southwest Michigan. Set on 661 

acres, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute provides visitors with an exposure to a blend of diverse habitats including 

wetlands, forests, marshes, streams, lakes, and prairies.  

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org for more information or to view a calendar of events. Find the Institute on Facebook. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 

miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image LSNG 2014:  

Nearly 200 supporters and volunteers help make Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s annual fundraiser an outstanding 

success. 

 

Attached Image Fred Jacobs:  

Local publisher Fred Jacobs displays his surprise donation of a framed Hastings Reminder cover photograph. Jacobs 

peeled off the cover to reveal a beautiful photograph of the Barry County Courthouse. 

 

Attached Image Mike Schipper:  

Barry County District Court Judge Michael Schipper auctions off a court gavel made by his late father. Schipper’s 

father made many gavels used in district court during child adoption proceedings. Schipper then gives the gavel to 

the adoption family. 

 

Attached Image Patty Birkholz and Michelle Skedgell:  

Former State Senator, and now West Michigan Director of The League of Conservation Voters, Patty Birkholz (left) 

and Institute Executive Director Michelle Skedgell (right) have a wonderful time during the live auction. 
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