
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 6, 2015 

 

CONTACT: David DeDecker 

  Communications Director 

  Phone: (269) 721-4472   Fax: (269) 721-4474 

  Email: dedeckerd@cedarcreekinstitute.org 

 

Environmental Issues: Oil and Gas Drilling in Barry County Hosted by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute  

  

Hastings, MI – A significant portion of Barry County has been leased for mineral rights and yet many people in the 

community are concerned about oil and gas drilling in the county. On Thursday, January 22, Pierce Cedar Creek 

Institute will hold an “Environmental Issues Lunch and Learn” at the Barry Community Enrichment Center. The 

educational session, from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm, will feature two speakers to discuss the current status of oil and 

gas drilling in Barry County, as well as an overview of brine wells such as the one that was permitted by the DEQ for 

operation in Johnstown Township.  

“This is a great opportunity for local government officials and community leaders to hear about Michigan laws 

regulating oil and gas drilling, brine wells, and the permit process,” said Institute Executive Director Michelle 

Skedgell. “We hope city, township, county, and even state government officials will attend this educational session 

and learn their options for protecting the public trust and natural resources in Barry County.” 

Matthew Zimmerman, an environmental and energy law attorney from Varnum Law in Grand Rapids, will speak 

about what tools individuals and governmental entities have to address concerns about oil and gas drilling, brine 

wells, and the regulations governing such activities. Zimmerman leads the Environmental, Energy, and Natural 

Resources team at Varnum and represents municipalities and private developers in regards to water law. His 

practice involves a wide variety of projects including land use and permitting of development in protected natural 

resource areas.  

A representative from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will speak about local geology and 

well permitting, including current drilling in Barry County and the fact that Michigan is a non-recording state for 

mineral leases. The DEQ expert will also be available to answer questions about brine water injection wells and other 

water-quality issues facing Barry County. 

The event is FREE, open to the public, and will be held at the Barry Community Enrichment Foundation. Coffee, 

water, and cookies will be provided, but participants are welcome to bring a sack lunch. Registration is not 

necessary, but is encouraged. Please register by calling Pierce Cedar Creek Institute at (269) 721-4190 or online at 

www.cedarcreekinstitute.org. 

The Barry Community Enrichment Center is located at 231 South Broadway in Hastings, across from the Emmanuel 

Episcopal Church, at the corner of South Broadway and Center Street. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 

miles east of M-43. Seven miles of nature trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attorney Matthew Zimmerman, of Varnum Law, will speak about the options available to individuals and local 

governments when it comes to natural resources, water quality, and oil and gas drilling. 
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