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Winter Festival at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Offers Free Family Fun 

  

Hastings, MI – Get outside in 2015 beginning with the Second Annual Winter Festival at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

on Sunday, January 11. The Institute will offer a wide variety of winter-oriented activities from 10 am – 4 pm, with 

two seatings for a hot and hardy brunch at 11:30 am and 1 pm. 

“Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is a community gathering place for plenty of winter activities,” said Communications 

Director Dave DeDecker. “Whether you like to walk, be crafty, listen to stories, or eat s’mores, there is so much to do 

at our Winter Festival. Bring the whole family and explore the many fun and varied activities!” 

With over seven miles of trails through fields and hardwoods, the Institute offers walkers, birders, skiers and 

snowshoe enthusiasts an abundance of landscapes to enjoy. Beyond the warmth and comfort of the Visitor Center’s 

fireplace is a new sledding hill, so bring a sled, tube, or toboggan and race to the bottom. The Institute also has 

several pairs of snowshoes for those who would like to try the fun and healthy activity. 

Traditional storyteller Dick Strader will weave folktales from around the world, at 12:15 pm, in the Visitor Center 

auditorium. Strader will delight children and adults alike with his lively tales and animated style. 

Chef Richard Centala will prepare a wealth of comfort foods for the winter brunch, including pastries, omelets, 

pancakes, braised beef in burgundy sauce, stuffed pork loin, smoked turkey breast, baked ziti with saffron sauce, 

salads, and numerous desserts. 

Afterwards, encourage the kids to create wintery crafts and make s’mores at the fireplace. Handcrafted 

marshmallow roasting forks are available for use or purchase as well. From 2 – 4 pm, Program Manager Matt 

Dykstra will also guide a free winter hike to explain basic snowshoeing techniques and the various ways trees can be 

identified during the winter. 

So, bundle up and take a drive to Pierce Cedar Creek Institute for the 2015 Winter Festival. Reservations are 

required for brunch and equipment rental, but all other programming is free and open to the public. Snowshoe use 

is FREE for Institute members and $5 for non-members. To make reservations, visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call 

(269) 721-4190.  

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 

miles east of M-43. Trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Award-winning storyteller Dick Strader will thrill young and old alike with his renditions of folktales from around the 

world. Strader will be presenting a free program at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s Winter Festival on January 11. 
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