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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Hosts Environmental Leaders Discussion: Snake Fungal Disease 

 

Hastings, Mich.–In the third installment of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s  Environmental Leaders Discussion 

Series, Dr. Jennifer Moore, professor of biology at Grand Valley State University, will provide an update on 

snake fungal disease in Michigan, specifically regarding the eastern massasauga rattlesnake, at the Institute 

on Thursday, July 23 from 7 – 8:30 pm. 

 

The eastern massasauga rattlesnake is a small 18-30 inch, venomous, thick-bodied snake typically found in 

small populations in wetland habitats. Though found across a broad range of Canada and the United States, 

these snakes are rare due to habitat destruction, persecution, and road mortalities. Michigan is one of the 

last strongholds of this species, and protecting it is important to maintaining the unique wetland ecosystems 

found in this area.  

 

In 2015, a group of scientists, including Moore, confirmed the presence of the fungus Ophidiomyces, which 

causes snake fungal disease, on five individual eastern massasauga rattlesnakes in three populations 

across Michigan using genetic analysis. Snake fungal disease is a skin disease that causes swelling, crusty 

scabs, or open wounds on the skin that can lead to death. The researchers confirmed a number of snake 

species can carry the disease, but the eastern massasauga rattlesnake is particularly vulnerable to the 

fungus. Researchers in North and West Michigan are monitoring for the disease to determine how it is 

spread and how likely an outbreak will be for larger populations. The largest concern is the possibility of a 

disease outbreak leading to rapid catastrophic declines from which already reduced populations could not 

recover.   

 

 “In some snake species, snake fungal disease can cause 100% mortality in clinical cases, yet impacts to 

wild populations remain unknown,” says Moore. “The sooner we can understand the dynamics of this 

disease, the better off we will be to try and mitigate its impacts and ensure long-term viability of remaining 

rattlesnake populations.” 

 

The Environmental Leaders Discussion is free for Institute members; non-members are $5. 

Dessert will be served. Participants may register at cedarcreekinstitute.org or by calling (269) 721-4190. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 

and 4.5 miles east of M-43. 
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