
Calendar of Events 
June – August 2023 

Visitor Center Hours
Monday – Friday, 9 am – 5 pm

Closed Independence Day – Tuesday, July 4, 2023

Trails 
Open Daily, Dawn – Dusk
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Eat Your Invasives Series: Dandelion Dig and Dinner 
(Ages 15+, under 18 with adult) 
Wednesday, June 14  6–8 pm
Join us in learning how to manage for the 
common dandelion (Taraxacum sp.) and 
then forage for it to make a meal. Upcoming 
programs in this series:
     • Autumn Olive Prune and Pie
 Wednesday, September 13, 6–8 pm
     • Multiflora Rose Trim and Tea 
 Wednesday, November 8, 5:30–7:30 pm 
This Program Only: Members $6 | Non-Members $8
Program Series: Members $12 | Non-Members $17

Summer Dinner and Doug Jonas’s Artist Reception
Thursday, June 15                   Dinner: 6–6:45 pm
             Reception: 6:45–8 pm
Celebrate the summer with a casual dinner of seasonal 
favorites. Then stop by the Artist Reception to talk to Doug 
Jonas about his photography. Please register by Thursday, June 
8, for dinner.
Reception: Free You do not need to attend the dinner to come 
for the Artist Reception.
Dinner: Members $18 | Non-Members $23 (plus 6% sales tax)

Fun Fridays in the Play Space 
(Ages 10 and under with adult, Family-friendly)
Fridays throughout the summer 10 am–Noon 
Join us for nature play in the Play Space this summer. Explore 
the outdoors with hands-on activities, games, and snacks at 
these come-and-go events. Caregivers must remain with their 
children during these family-friendly events and are encouraged 
to actively play and explore alongside the children. 

Date  Nature Investigation 
June 16  Flower Power 
June 30  Dirt + Water = Fun! 
July 14  Rocks Rock! 
July 28  Bubble Fun
August 11  Nature’s Busy Builders 

Free

June Storybook Walk:
Wonder Walkers by Micha Archer 
Wander with two curious kids and learn how asking good questions 
is just the beginning of discovery in 
this 2021 Caldecott Honor Winner. 
After your storybook adventure, 
stop by the southside of the Visitor 
Center to learn how to go on your own 
“wonder walk.” This storybook walk is 
thanks to the generosity of Joel and 
Barbara Vandyken.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

NEW in JUNE!! PICNIC PICKUPS
The art of dining al fresco is easy when you know where to get a to-
go meal. An outdoor picnic prepared for you and your guests will be 
available this summer and fall at the Institute. Each backpack picnic 
basket will include service for up to 4 people with everything you will 
need, including the blanket. Picnics will be available to order starting 
June 1. Orders must be placed 48 hours in advance.  For more 
information and to order your picnic, visit CedarCreekInstitute.org.

Native Plant Sale: 
In-Person Sale and Preorder Pickup
Saturday, June 3  9 am–Noon
Experienced staff and volunteers will be on 
hand to offer suggestions on which species 
may perform well for your conditions. 

Lunch and Learn: Conservation 
Translocations in Changing Environments 
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Thursday, June 8  Program: 11 am–Noon (in-person and on Zoom) 
   Lunch:  Noon–1 pm
Join Sarah Fitzpatrick, Assistant Professor at W.K. Kellogg 
Biological Station in the Department of Integrative Biology, as she 
discusses her research with Florida scrub-jays using conservation 
translocations, an approach to conserve biodiversity. Please register 
by Thursday, June 1, to reserve a lunch.
Program Only: Members Free | Non-Members $8
Program and Lunch: Members $15 | Non-Members $21

Taking Flight in the Outdoors (Family-friendly)
Saturday, June 10  Program: 10 am–Noon
          Optional Box Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Celebrate National Get Outdoors Day (June 10) by learning about 
nature from live birds with Dr. Craig Perdue, bird trainer and bird 
behavior/psychology investigator, and enjoying a box lunch. Please 
register by Friday, June 2, to reserve a box lunch. This program and 
reduced-cost box lunches are made possible through the support of 
the Douglas E. & Margaret A. DeCamp Foundation.
Program: Free
Box Lunch: Members $3 | Non-Members $5



Family Science Night and Ice Cream Social (Family-friendly)
Wednesday, June 21  6–8 pm
Celebrate the Summer Solstice with an evening of family fun including ice 
cream and science! Chat with student researchers and fellows, watch short 
films highlighting conservation efforts in Michigan, and celebrate science and 
nature through a variety of hands-on activities in this come-and-go event.
Free

Celebrate the Institute and help us raise money to support our 
community programs and summer research program while 

enjoying delicious food and drinks and live music. 

Tickets $60 each

Do the Rot Thing: Composting Workshop 
Thursday, June 22  6–8 pm
Join Stewardship Manager Mary Parr as she discusses 
the biology of composting, different types of composting, 
and demonstrates tips and tricks to starting your own 
composting bin at home. Participants will receive worms to 
help with their composting at home.
Members $14 | Non-Members $20

Learning the Land Hiking Series 
(Ages 9+, under 18 with adult) 
4th Saturday of the month  10 am–Noon
Take a hike through some of the Institute’s many habitats 
this summer, learn what flora and fauna inhabit them, and 
what makes each one special and unique. 

Tamarack Swamp Saunter Saturday, June 24
Cedar Swamp Stroll  Saturday, July 22
Prairie Fen Promenade Saturday, August 26

Per Hike: Members Free | Non-Members $8 
Entire Summer Series: Members Free | Non-Members $18

Learning the Land Accessible Tours 
(Ages 9+, under 18 with Adult)
Saturday, July 22   2–4 pm
Tuesday, July 25    10 am–Noon 
Wednesday, July 26  10 am–Noon 
Tour the Institute’s beech maple forest, tamarack swamp, 
and tall grass prairie all from the comfort of a motorized 
all-terrain vehicle. Learn about these habitats’ flora and 
fauna and unique features. This tour is extremely limited 
(maximum 5 per tour), so please reserve your spot early.
Members Free | Non-Members $8

July Storybook Walk:
Beyond the Pond by Joseph Kuefler 
Discover the not-so-ordinary world 
of a curious boy’s pond and how it 
transforms his ordinary view of the 
world into the extraordinary. Stop by 
the southside of the Visitor Center 
after your storybook adventure to 
learn more about what might lie 
beneath Michigan’s ponds.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

Lunch and Learn: Field Station Walk and Talk Tour 
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Thursday, July 13   Tours: 10 am–Noon and 1–3 pm 
    Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Visit researchers and fellows in the field and discuss the research 
questions they are exploring, the art they are creating, and the 
stewardship work they are doing at the Institute’s Field Station this 
summer. Please register by Thursday, July 6, to reserve a lunch.
Program: Free
Lunch: Members $15 | Non-Members $21 

Member Appreciation Week at the Institute 
Monday – Friday, July 17–21
All members will receive an extra 5% discount 
in the Institute’s gift shop and drinks on the 
deck during Visitor Center hours (Monday – 
Friday, 9 am–5 pm) this week. 

Wild Rice Management Workshop
Wednesday, July 19   10 am–3 pm
Join Stewardship Manager Mary Parr, Water Resource Specialist Alex 
Wieten from the Gun Lake Tribe of the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi, and researchers Charlyn Patridge and Elliot 
Fair as they discuss wild rice’s cultural importance for Anishinaabek 
peoples, current restoration efforts in southwest Michigan, the results 
of on-going research projects, and learned management techniques 
for this important cultural food source. This workshop will include 
both lecture and field components. Lunch is included.
Members $20 | Non-Members $28
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Come to the Visitor Center Monday through Friday, 9 am – 5 pm, to see 
Doug’s beautiful photography. His art will be on display and for sale 
through the end of September. Meet Doug at his Artist Reception on 
Thursday, June 15, in the Visitor Center Lobby from 6:45 – 8 pm. 

Artist’s statement – Doug Jonas
Photography has become, for me, one way to slow down and see and to 
allow seeing to become a deeper looking and witnessing. I'm especially 
fascinated by signs of constant change as time and nature influence a 
space over repeated visits. We’re gifted with a remarkable cascade of 
change in our Michigan seasons, and I love to take note in my present 
surroundings of the remnants of past or seeds of future seasons.

I find that as moments change to memories, they become stories in 
themselves. As I revisit an image, sometimes days or weeks later, it 
mixes with memories and thoughts, and impressions form. If I take time 
to sit quietly with an image, words may arise and establish a connection 
with something new. Combined perhaps with something I've read, the 
image takes on meaning that wasn't evident in the moment of capture, 
transcending the specific place and time.

I hope you enjoy the images in my exhibit—they certainly have great 
meaning for me.

Art Exhibit —June through September

August Storybook Walk:
Berry Song by Michaela Goade 
In this 2023 Caldecott Honor book, follow a 
girl and her grandmother through the seasons 
as they forage the land for berries and learn 
how to forge a deeper connection with both 
the earth and the generations that came 
before them. Stop by the southside of the 
Visitor Center after your storybook adventure 
to learn more about wild edibles found in your own backyard.
Free (self-guided on the trails)

Field Station End of Summer Celebration 
Thursday, August 3             6:30–8:30 pm
    Writers’ Readings: 7 pm
Don’t miss the opportunity to interact with student 
researchers, artists, writers, and stewardship fellows and 
see the results of their summer work. Explore research 
results in a poster walk, enjoy a gallery of student artwork, 
and listen to writers share pieces of the work they have been 
crafting all summer. 
Free

Dog Days of Summer: Doggy Party on the Trails
Wednesday, August 2 6:30–8:30 pm
Join us for a howlin’ good time while socializing and 
walking your furry friend. The walk will be 
approximately one and a quarter mile, 
mostly under a shaded forest canopy. 
Water and treats will be provided for both 
two- and four-legged friends at the end of 
the walk. Just a reminder, dogs must be 
on a 6-foot leash. 
Members Free | Non-Members $8
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